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VERSES to Mr II E RET 


Oo N HIS 


MEDITATIONS: 


„ 


IN theſe lov'd ſcenes what rapt'rous graces ſhine, 
1 Live in each leaf, and breathe in ev'ry line! 

What ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole, 

To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul 

In claſſic elegance, and thoughts—his own, 

We ſee our faults, as in a*mirror, ſhown: 

Each truth in glaring characters expreſt, 

All own the e tu their breaſt; 

His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 

At once amend, and entertain the age: 

Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 


He charms the mind with ſomething ever ner,, 
On fancy's pinions, his-advent'rous ſoul 4+ © am 


Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole: 
From death's dark caverns, in the earth below, 3 
To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 

See him explore, with more than human eyes, 
The dreary ſepulchre, where Granville liess 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, - <* 
The rude inſcriptions, —or the painted glaſs : 

To gloomy vaults defcend with awful tread, 

+ And view the ſilent manfions of the dead. 
To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, . 
Where laviſh nature in embroid'ry ſhines. . 

The jeſs'mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow'rs, 
With all the painted family of flow'r s 
There Sachariſſa ! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 

With equal dignity, now fee him rife - OS ca 
To paint the ſable horrors of the ſłkie:s . 
When all the wide horizon lies in ſnadm: 
And midnight. phantoms ſweep along the glader | 
Alt nature huſh'd—a ſolemn ſilence reigns, . . ' 
And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the leeping-plaias,.. -...- ſt 
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©. Laſt, yet no tefs, i in a majeſty of phraſe, 
| He draws the full-orb'd moon's expanſive blaze; 


The waving meteors, trembling from on-high, 


With all the mute artillery of the ſky : 


Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, 
And dart * lambent beams from pole to pole. 
Hail, mighty genius, whoſe excurſtve foul, 

o bounds confine, no limits can controul: 
Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove 


Through earth, through zther, and the realms above: 


From things inanimate can direct & the rod, 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to God. 
Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wiſe, 


And all the rebel in his boſom dies 


Eyv'n thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 
Fly the infectious world, and dare—be good: 


Thy facred truth ſhall reach th' imperious heart & 


Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart : © 


E' malice, love, and calumny commend; 


Pride beg an alms, and av'rice turn a friend. | 
Center'd in CHa Is T, who fires the foul within, 


The fleſh ſhall know no pain; ; the ſoul no ſin: 


y/n in the terrors of expiring breath, 
We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, ang live—in death. 


ald, WA 38, 1748. 
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- I, Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the 1 
2 w ſhall an earthly bard's profaner ſtring | 
ſo 


und the flights of thy ſeraphic wing? 
When great EL 1J 4 B, in the fiery car, 
Flam'd viſibly to beav'n, a living ſtar, 


A ſeer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 


Wit, Ys fire, and elegance have IF 
Been vicious, or ignoble ſong: 


* Men to the 8 of ſhewing curious objects, and parti 


entarizing their 9 3 * the * of a rod. 
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gunk from the chaſtely oo the pure ſablime,, 
"They flatter'd wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time, 
” [is thine their devious luſtre to reduce, 
To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe; 
From earth-born fumes to clear their tainted flame, 
_And point their flight to heavia—from whence they 
came. | $ 
O more than bard in proſe! to whom belong 
Harmonious ſtile and thought, in rhymleſs ſong; ; 
Oft by thy friendly conduct, let me tread | * - 
The toftly whiſp'ring manfions of the dead: 
Where the grim. form, calcining hinds and lords, 
Grinds at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy, they teach; 
Lifeleſs, they threaten, mould'ring as they preach; 
To each ſucceeding age, through ev'ry clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endleſs round of time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, 
And ſafety find me in the vaults of woe. 
While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, | 
F glow with fair fincerity at leaſt: 
E feel {thy face unknown ) thy heart refin'd- : 
And taſte, with bliſs, the beauties of thy mind.. 
Collecting clearly through thy ſacred plan, 
What reverence of God! what love to man! 
—O! when at liſt our deathleſs form ſhall iſe, 
And flowers and ſtars deſiſt to moralize ; 
Shall then my foul, by thine inform'd ſurvey, 
And bear the ſplendors of eſſential day? 
But while my thoughts indulge the glorious . 
(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope) 
Contcience, or ſome exhorting angel, cries, 
„% No lazy withes reach above the ſkies, 
„ Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey,” 
% And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day; 
« His love-diffuſive life with ardor live; 


«© And die like this divine e a 
Balu, July 9. 1748. 
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o mend the morals, and to warm. ay heart; 
' To trace the genial ſource, we nature call, 
And prove the God of nature friend of all; 1 
HE RVE for this his mental landfkip drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 
The enamel'd bloom. and: variegated flow'r, 

Whoſe crimſon changes. with the changing hour; 

The humble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 
With buds diſcloſing to the early dawn; 

The oaks thar grace Britannia's mountains ſide, 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * pride: 

All loudly So v' AE IGX ExcrIIE NCR proclaim, 
And ted worlds confeſs the ſame. 

The azure fields that form th' extended ſky,, 

The planetary. globes that roll on high, 

And ſolar orbs of proudeſt blaze, combine, 

Jo act ſubſervient to the great deſign. 

Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the gen'ral veice :: 

And in che Lord of nature, ALL. rejoice. 

His, the grey Winter's venerable guiſe, 

Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies $3. 

His, the foow's plumes-that broad the fick'ning de; 35 
His, the N pendant, that impearls the glade, 

The waving foreſt, or the whiſp'ring brake, 

The furging billow, or the ſle ping lake. 

The sau E, who pours the. beauties of che ſpring, 

Or mounts the whirlwinds deſolating- wing, 

„The sau who {miles in nature's. peaceful form, 
' *Frowns in the tempeſt, and dir. cts the ſtorni. 
Is thine, bright teacher, to improve che age; 
Tis thine, whole life's a comment on thy page, 

Thy happy page! whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 
Whoſe figures charm us, and, whole colours glows. 
Where artle/s picty pervades the whole, 
80 the genius, and cxalts the ſoul. 


a The cedars. . Referiing to-the Hinter-pieces- 
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For let the witling argue all he can, 
It is religion ſtill that makes the man, 
Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
Tis this; that ilds the horrors of our night. 
When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when foes purſue 
Tis this, that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart z 
Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart: 
Within the breaſt bidſt pureſt rapture riſe; 
Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 
When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
Wben the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles 3 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears affail; 
For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 

And when diſcaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 5 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death; 
Ev'n then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 

Grace their laſt moments, nor delert their duſt, 


Auguſt 5. 1749. 


8 ſome new His attracts th” admiring acht, 
His ſplendors pouring through the fields of light, 
Whole nights, delighted with th' unuſual rays, 
On the fair heav'nly viſctant we gaze. 
So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe imparts: 
Mark'd by ail eyes, and felt in.ev'ry beart. 
Nature inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 
And riſes here, a preacher for her God; 
By fancy's aids.myſterious heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us, by our ſenſes, to the ſkies. 
To deck thy ile collected graces throng, 
Bold as the pencil's fints, yet ſoft as ſong, 
In themes hew rich thy vein !' how pure thy choke I 


Thy judgment theſe and piety atteſt, 
ranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt: 

There, what thy works would ſhew, we belt may ſee,. 

And all rhey teach in doctrine, lives in the. 

Oh! might they live Our prayers their ſtrife engages. 

But thy, fix ger Bel us. ſad ae 
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Tranſcriptsof truths, own'd clear from as s voice: 


In 
oY as 
* 
6 


8 
8 = 


- 1 


P 
5 25 * * 2 * 1 7 

8 = \ „ OD 

= A r ts. 3 
« 
: wx» ant, 1 * 2 + * r - 8 
— _ . . 6 af a 25 RA - _ — : — * ” 
* — - — A — i —_—_ _ 
* * ETY — — - — 7 * bf 2 g pas - 


* : 


ti. Mens. cas 
%” > Th - * 


— . 
— — 


IP 
7 
if N 
1 
* F 
* 
. 
7 = 
j 4 
137 
. wY 
1 
* 
UI 
i * 
: —- 
1 1 
+4 
+ Xp 
+ 
wi 
f ; 
75 1 . 
o y . 
« 4 1 , 
14 BW 
J 4 "4 1 
2 F 
ve 
[F A 
1 7 * 
: 
* . 
7 * 
2 74 
CF. , 
pl L 
: 7 
i; 4 
19 * 
L * 
1 
I - 
17 
R 
4 
172 
\ 2 
11 2 
1 
q 
” 5 
by 
i 
4% 
: b 4 
- © * 
25 4 F _ 
1 © WM 
x 
x * 
* 
1 


Wo vi) 


In vain ſkilld med'cine tries her healing art: 


Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
* on new labours ſtill thy mind is prone, 
'or a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 


Active, like day's kind orb, life's courle you. run, 


Its ſphere {till glorious,” though a /etting ſun. 


Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, | 


Health's on balm, her ſov'reign'ſt gift to man. 


Themes ſweet like theſe thy ardor's freſh excite: 


Warm at the ſoul, they nerve thy hand to write; 
Make thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience rais'd hope, firm faith, and love ſincere; 


Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And þeam out lovelier by thy night of woe. 


— Known were thy merits to the public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires 3, my heart dark cares depreſs; 
A heart, too feeling from its ewn diſtreſs. 
Proud on thy friendſhip, yet, to build my fame, 
1 gain'd my page Þ a ſanction from thy name, 
Weak theſe returns (by gratitude though led) 
Wheremine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read. 
Yet'o'er my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails z. 
Love gives me merit where my genius fails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to flatt'ry, as unſkill'd to praiſe. 


Mile End Green. Moõosks BAOWRE. 
Feb. 23. 1749. | | 


Hence flow theſe ſolemn: ſounds ? this raptur'd 


Cherubic notes my wond'ring ear detain! (ſtrain? 
Yet*tis a mortal's voice: *tis Hervey fings: 
Sublime he ſoars on contemplation's wings: 
In ev'ry period breathes ecſtatic thought. 
ERVEY, twas Heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught 
Celeſtial vifions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 


Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequcſter'd bow'rs. 


What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch pervades? 
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Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires tuy dreams ? 
Ixsus! effulgence of paternal light! TY 


Incfably\divine ! ſupremely bright! | Pe. . 


Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe ardours in thy glowing breaſt. 
We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe; 
And faith in ev'ry object Jesus views. 

We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 

Somewhat—like emanations of his grace : 

Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 

Idume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field, 

Compar'd with Jzsvs : meanly, meanly ſhows. 

The brighteſt lily, faint the lovelieſt roſe. 

Divine inſtructor! lead through midnight-glooms, 
To moralizing ſtars, and preaching tombs : 4. fu 

Through the ſtill void a Saviour's voice ſhall break, 

A ray from Jacob's Star the darkneſs ſtre : 

To him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe, + 

His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow; 

His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads. 

The yellow harveſts, and the verdant meads, 
Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds: 

In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds :: 
He rains at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 
O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to bis truſt: 
Who rais'd the world, can raiſe thy ſleeping duft ; 
He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, 
Midſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun ; 

He will, with myriads of his ſaints, appear. 
O may Ljoin them, though the meaneſt there! 

Though nearer to the throne my Hexvey ſings: 
Though I at humbler diſtance ſtrike the ſtrings 3 
Yet both ſhall mingle in the fame employ, | 
Both drink the fulneſs of eternal joy. 


Clerkenwell Green, * 
Feb. 24 1743. 
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W HAT numbem of our race ſurveß 
The monarch of the golden day, "i 
Night's ample canopy unfurl'd, | 
In gloomy grandeur round the world, 
The earth in Spring's embroid'ry dreſt, 
And ocean's ever-working breaſt ! 
And ſtill no grateful honours riſe 
To him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 
Who hung this air-ſuſpended ball, 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in All, 
To chace our ſenſual fogs away, 
And bright to pour th' eternal ray 
Of Deity, inſcrib'd around E 
Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is HERVET's taſk; and well his ſkill 5 
Celeſtial can the taſk fulfil! TIT 
Aſcending from theſe ſcenes below . 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhow, 
His ſacred contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our wonder to adore. 
Now he ſurveys th' cealms beneath, 
The realms of horror and of death: 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs ; 
Now hails the black-brow'd night that brivgs 
Ethereal dews upon her wings; 
Now marks tk+planets, as they roll, 
On burning axles round the pole: | 
While 7ombs, and flow'rs, and ſhades, and flars, 
Unveil their ſacred characters 
Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love; 
Aud lift the ſoul to realms above, 
Where dwells the God in glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 


a 


2 : — a 
- . * an 4 — Pr — 
* _ * 4. 2 — D * SED p 
- — — — - 
5 — 5 — — * * * 8 
5 . — — — - g 
A 2 8 rr —— — * ” 4 j 0 — 2 <2 _ \ 
WI I — — mY - why * — . 
X 1 0 p a 4-4. Ca * * e N Das et” ad nat a " oy "2 hs 4 IE n _ | * _ . * 8 
* bi Py if 
3 "A 
. - 4 % 
y — 


So Jacob, in his bliſsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 
Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſe, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies ; 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 
The Kage to carth, and path to God. 
s | HEAVYET, 
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Hznrvtr, proceed: for nature yields — 7 
Freſh treaſure in her ample fields; 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy | 
Still bear us to the throne on high. 
Ocean's wide wonders next explore, 

His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore ; 
Or let dire EaxTHQUaARKE claim thy toil, 
FARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty iſle, 

So if ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 

Dear man, thy labours, and thy worth, 
The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 
Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 


London, | Trowmas Ginnons, 
May 26. 1750. CORES ; 


B author; whom the ſaints inſpire |! 
And whiſp'ring angels with their ardors fire! 


From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of prailc ? 


< 
= 


Or ſmile with candour on a ſtripling's lays ? 

My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) | 

Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt, +» 
Such as it is—(Ah! might it worthier be!) 

Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THEE. 

Oh ! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 

This ſlender circlet may but humbly grow: 
If its faint verdure haply. may find place— 

A foil to others ;—though its own diſgrace z 
Accept it, Hervey, from a heart fincere 

And for the giver's ſake,—the tribute wear. 

Thy ſoul improving works perus'd, what tongu 

Can hold from praiſe, or check the applauſive ſong ? 


** 


But, ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 


Language that may its glowing zeal explain? 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain ? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 
Storms calm the ſoul; and freezing winter, warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 
Surrounded with a blaze of mental light. eg 
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Lol where the comes! all filent ! penkre f now] F 

On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 

High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears ! 

Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears! 

Smiling, —bebold! ſhe points the ſoul to Heav'n, 

And bids the weeping finner be forgivin! ! 
But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 

And ruddy morning gilds the chearful green; 

With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 

And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 

We ſee the voilets; ſmell the dewy roſe, 

And each perfume that from the woodbine flows, 

A boundleſs perſpective there greets our eyes: 

Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe, 

- 'The ſhepherd's cottages, the rural folds: 

All, chat thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds ! 

"Amazing limner ! whence this matchleſs power | 

Thy work's a garden—every word, a flow'r | 

Thy lovely tiats almoſt the bloom excel, 

And none but nature's ſelf can paint fo well! 

Hail, holy man [—henceforth thy work ſhall rand 


[Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 


Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace, and elevate our ile. 

Though fimple, lofty; though majeſtic, plain z 

Whole bold deſign the rules of art reſtrain. 

In which the niceſt eye Tees nothing wrong : 


3 | Though poliſt'd, juſt; and elegant, though ſtrong. 


St . Moleſworth, 
June 2 4+ * 


N blealure' 5 lap the muſes long have lain, 
Ad hung, attentivkg on her Siren ſtrain: 
Seal toils the bard beneath ſome weak deſign, 
And puny thought but halts along the line: 


E - O+& tunctul nothings, ſtealing on the mind, 


Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. 


While to thy riprerous-proſe, we feel, belong 


The krength ot dern and the voice of a8 ; 


This | 
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COT 
This lifts the torch of facred truth on high, 
And points the captives to their native ſky. _ 


' 


Ho falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires ! . 
Truths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 
W hoſe glowing colours paint us as we are, 2 
Vet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 

Dull melancholy reigns, or trifles ſway; 
Ill wou'd the ſtrains of levity befit, 
And ſullen gloom but ſadden all thy wit: 
Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join; 
And ev'ry muſe, and ev'ry grace, is thine. 
Religion prompting the true end of man 
Conſpiring genius executes the plan: ; 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 
And grow, immortal, as we catch thy flame; 
True piety informs our languid hearts, 
Aud all the vicious, and the vain, dep arts. 
So, when foul ſpreading fogs creep flowly on, 
Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden fun; 
Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 
Rides through the ſky, and ſhines the miſt away, 

O hag it been th' Almighty's gracious will, 
That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy ſkill; 
Had this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 
Which ſpreads its luſtre through thy various theme; 
That ſpeaks dec p leſſons from the filent Zomb, py 
And crowns thy garden with freſh- ſpringing bloom 
Or, pierciog through creation's ample whole, | 
Now ſoothes the night, or gilds the farry pole; 
Or marks how Winter calls her howling train, _ 
Her ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plainz _ 
With thee the muſe ſhould trace the pleaſing road, 
That le ids from nature up to nature's God; 
Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 


Glad to obey, and happy to adore. 
Northampton, ; | „ 
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HE SE. di. 1 ons on the 1 the 
b OTHER on the gaye/t ſcene of nature, when they 
proceeded-privately from the pen, were addrefled to 


ed all her other endearing qualities, by a cordial love 
of CuRls r, and an exemplary conformity to his di- 
vine pattern. She, alas! lives no longer on earth; 
> unleſs it be in the honours of a diſtinguiſhed charac» 

ter, and the bleeding remembrance of her ac quaint- 


* 


ing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that the 
ſame ſpirit of unfeigned faith, the ſame courſe of un- 
defiled religion, which have enabled her to triumph 


And you will permit me to declare, that my chief in- 


ing meditations, now they make a public appearance 

from the preſs, is, that they are detigned to cultivate 

the ſame ſacred principle, and to promote the ſame 
excellent practice. 

Lon, Madam, may you Noam! in all the vivacity 
and amiablenc ſs of youth, like the charming ſubject 
of one of theſe. contemplations. But at the tame time 
remember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior accom- 


. e you mult « one day fade, (may it prove 


a lady of the moſt valuable endowments : who crown»: 


IT is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a richer bleſſ- 


over death, may both animate and adorn your life. 


5 ducement, in requeſting your acceptance of the follow. 


Joe 


DEDICATION. u 
fome very remote period !) like the mournful objects 
of the other. This conſideration will prompt, you. to 
go on as you have begun, in adding the meekneſs of 

wiſdom, and all the beauties of holineſs, to the graces 
of an engaging perſon, and the refinements: of a po- 
lite education. 

AnD might Ol might the enſuing hints furniſh 
you with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſecuting fo de- 
firable an end; might they contribute, in any degree, to 
eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate your devotion; they 
would then adminiſter to the author ſuch a ſatisfac- 
tion as applauſe cannot give, nor cenſure take away: 
a ſatisfaction which I ſhould be able to enjoy, even 
e in thoſe awful moments, when all that captivates the 
y Jeye is ſinking in darkneſs, and every glory of this 
o lower world, diſappearing for ever. 

8 Tusk wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt. agree- 
e able employ of my thoughts, ſo they come attended 
i- vith this additional circumſtance of pleaſure, that they 


; are alfo the ſincereſt expreſſion of that wer great e: 
c- ſteem, with which I 5 
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44 ©. Your moſt obedient, 


Ne Cem Mot humble fer van, 


Veſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, | | 
ne | uy 20. 1746. LY - f SS, 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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to the TpyiRD EDITION. 


=” MUST intreat the purchaſers of the F editions, | | 
to excuſe the freedem 1 have taken, in making ſome | 
conſiderable additions to this. It has been done at the 
. perſuaſion of ſeveral judicicus friends, who apprehended 
"the piece might be more uſeful, and leſs unworthy of the 
os patronage, if it touched upon ſome very intereſt- 
ing ſubjefts, hithert6 omitted. As I had no views, but 
#0 render the performance more pleaſmg and ſerviceable ; 
none, I hope, will be offended at my practice, or com- 
Plain of it as injurious. Nevertheleſs, as I would wil-N 
lingly awid whatever might ſeem to fland in need of 
an APOLOGY; I defire leave to declare, That no fu- 
ture enlargements, or alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to 
depreciate what, with the deepeſt gratitude for their 
paſt encouragement, { now commit to the candour te 
— > 
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* fone hat we lock upon, in this repoſt ſtory of paſt? 


e, is both an entertainment, and a monitor. 


e Vol. I. No 42. 
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TH E firſt of theſe occaſional meditations begs leave to 
remind my readers of their latter end; and would 
invite them to ſet, not their houſes only, but, which is 
inexpreſſibly more needful, their fouls, in order: that 
they may be able, through all the intermediate ſtages, ._ 
to. look forward upon their approaching exit, without 
any anxious apprehenfions; and, whan the great 
change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial things, 
with all the calmneſs of a cheatful reſignation, with 
all the comforts of a well-grounded faith, 5 
The other attempts to ſteteh out ſome little trates of 
the all-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for the grand and 
gracious purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation ; that a ſenſe 
of his unutterable dignity, and infinite perfections, may 
incite us to regard him with ſentimemts of the moſt pro- 
ound veneration; to long for an aſſured intereſt in his 
merits, with all the ardency of deſire; and to truſt in 
his powerful mediation, with an affiince nat to be 
vaken by any temptations, not to be ſhared with any 
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performances of our own.. | . 

I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 
the tombs, may be welcome to the lerious and humane 
mind ; becauſe, as there are few, who have not con- 
gned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured 
friends, 20 thoſe ſilent repoſitories ; ſo there are none, 
but muſt be ſenſible, that this is the houle appointed 
tor all living; and that they themſelves are ſhortly to 
remove into the ſame folemn manſions. And who we 
would not turn aſide for a while, from the moſt favou- 3 
rite amuſements to view the place, where his once-loved 
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companions lie? Who would not ſometimes furvey the 


fume, that the very ſubject itſelf will recommend the re- 
mars? for why is nat delighted with the profpet of 
' the blooming creation, and even charmed with * 
_ cate attractions of flowers * Who does not covet to 


not be willing to render it productive of the ſublimeſt im- 


tranſient beauties of a flower, the attentive mind may 


| 0 + formidable folio, but ſtand legible on the fine ſarcenet 
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apartments, where he himſelf is to take up an abo ; 
til time ſhall be no more e , 
Hs to the other little efſay, may I not humbly pre- 


e deli - 


Membie them in the garden, or wear them in a noſe- 
gay? Since this is a paſſian fo univerſal, who. would 


provement ? — This piece of holy frugality, I have 
ventured to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exemplify, in. 
the ſecond letter ; that while the hand is cropping the. 


be enriching Ttſelf with ſolid and lafling good. —— And I 
cannot but entertain ſome pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt 
taſte may receive and reliſh religious impreſſions, when, 
they are conveyed by ſuch lovely monitors; when the 
inſtructiue leſſons. are found, not on the leaves of ſome. 


Fa Narciſſus; when they favour not of the lamp and 
recluſe, but come breathing from the fragrant. beſom of 
.." + « \. 0 TS og 
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CCASION of the meditations, 23 Solitary wall 

in a church, 24— Handſome altar-piece ; gratitude 

celebrated, ibid. Solomon's temple, his "noble tJentis 

ments at the dedication ; the paſſage illuſtrated, 25— 
The Holy Ghoſt dwelling in our hearts; a rich privilege ; 
its obligation to holineſs, 27—The flor covered with fu- 
neral inſcriptions, Jo—Wijdom of meditating on our late 
ter end, ibid. —Promiſcuous ladyment, and amicable a- 
greement of corpſes, ſuggeft humility and concord, ibid. 
Monument of an infant; its fortunate circumſtances z 
I ſuperior ſelicity of ſurvivors, 31 — Monument of a youth x 

grief of the parents; mitigated or aggravated by the 
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proſpect of the inviſible flate ; exhortation to educate 
children religiouſly, 33— Monument of a young man x 
cut off in his prime; how unexpected and affliftive the 
ſtroke ; the frailty of all ſublunary happineſs, 3 5— Res 
fections on the three preceding exits ; the uncertainty of 
lite; call to be always ready, 38—This farther urged 
from the inſtance of a perſon killed by a misfortune ; no- 
thing caſual, but all ordered by providence, 39—gCaſe 
of a lady, who died in childbed; her character: with re- 
gard to earthly things, we know not what is really de- 
firable, or truly good; remarks on Mrs STONHOUSE'S 
monument, in the great church at Northampton, 42 
—4 religious father taken from his young family ; his 
behaviour on 4 dying bed; their ſupport in a fatherleſs. 
fate, 47— Monument of a middle-aged perſon ; immer 
ſed in buſineſs ; diſappointment of his ſchemes; his dy- 
ing acknowledgments ; the folly of worldly -mindedneſs z 
very bitterneſs in the end, 51—The graves of the aged; 
the difficulties and hazard of a late repentance ;_ youth 
intreated to enter upon a courſe of holineſs without de. 
lay, 53—The ſingular wiſdom and felicity ꝙ the righ- 
teous ; the reſt of their bodies; the calmneſs of their de- 
parture ; the ſafety of their diſembadicd fouls ; their de- 
„ 1 Fes lightful 
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IF 
lightful fituation till the judgment day, 56 Monument 
a warrior, ſlain in battle; refleftions on the death of 


enemies; was moſt torturous, lingering, and ignomi- 
+ nious, bo—The meanneſs of being obliged to a monument 
t Jorgierpetuating our name; author's wiſh for himſelf; 
true method of eternizing our characters, 63—The 
| vault ; its awful aſpect; grandeur in abaſement; the 
= wanity of pleaſures, honours, and riches, 65—The clock 
E ſtrikes; a warning to redeem the time, 68—The wonder 
Ful change which takes place in the tomb, inſtanted in 
| ſeveral particulars, 69—Soliloquy of a lover; admoni- 
#1on-to the ladies; true beauty of the fair ſex, 70 Sin 
the .cauſe of our diſſolution, 72 Subject of mortality 
brought home to cur own caſe ;' incitement to improve 
ez; this the beſt embalming, 73—View of cur Saviour's 
= fepulchre; his lying in the grave has ſoftened it for his 
People; faith in his dying love diſarms death, 75 he 
 .. reſurrection of the righteous ; their meeting the Judge; 
Is heir acceptance at the great tribunal, 7 8— Sickneſs, ſin, 
+ and death, deſtroyed; bliſs or miſery unchangeable : ob- 
fervation on eternity, 80 The wicked; the anguiſh of 
 - Zhear laſt ſickneſs : no hope but from the religion they de- 
Pied; that very precarious z, the horror of their diſſolu- 
| lion z this the beginning of ſorrows; their treatment in 
the inviſible world; reſerved ts the judgment of the great 
clay, 81—They riſe, though reluftant; are diſtracted 
with terror; covered with contempt ; condemnedFo end- 
less woe, 84—To be infirumental in ſaving our fellows 
ereatures from this miſery, the trueft exerciſe of benevo- 
tence, 866—4 reflection on the vaſt importance of theſe 
#ruths; a perſuafive to act under the believing conſi- 
deration of them; enforced by the inexpreſſible neceſſity 
of preparing for them, ibid. The whole cloſes with a 
view of the preſent ſecurity, and future glory, "of the 
righteous, 88. | ve 
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| Cunisr, that it was voluntary, foreſeen, undergone for 
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8 [In a LETTER to A Lb . 

MDA M, „„ ö . 


RAV BLI. IN d lately into Cornwall, T happens 
ed to alight at a conſiderable village in that 
| county: where finding myſelf under. the un- 

expected neceſſiiy of ſtaying a little, I took a walk 
to the church *. The doors, like the heaven to which 
hey lead, were wide open; and readily admitted 
n unworthy ſtranger. Pleaſed with the opportunity, 
reſolved to ſpend a few minutes under the ſacred 
oof. | N * _ 


In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, T could not 
void falling into a train of meditations ſerious and - 
o- Wourofully pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in ſome * 
10> Negree profitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and warm- 
fe my thoughts; and if they may adminiſter any fa- 
ſi {faction to you, Madam, now they are recollected, 
ity d committed to writing, 1 ſhall receive a freſh pleas 


. 
RG 
CS os 
A, > * 2 
. $4 * = 
N 2 . — * 
14 W 2 * 
1 wn * "3 
- 2 a 


; * | 
r 


* & 2 44 * — 
£ PR _— 4 * 
er an a e 
1 2 
. 0 * : 
* * > N 29 — » 
r ol 


5a re from them. TEA 


— 


I. 


had named, in ſome former editions, a particular church, viz. 
ILKHAMPTON,; where, ſeveral of the menumònts, deſcribed in the 
lowing. pages, really exiſt, But as I thought it convenient, to 
ation ſome caſes bere, which are not, according to the beſt of my. 
dembrance, referred to in any inſcriptions there; 1 have now 
Red the name ; that imaginution might operate more freely, and 
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24 MEDITATIONS. --_ 


I was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages 


_ ious; the ſtructure /offy ; the whole magnificently 


through the midſt ; and ſupported the roof with ſim. 
plicity and with dignity, —— The light, that paſſ:d 


Y ſcene. A ſort of religious dread, ſtole inſenſibly on 


paſſion, and diſſipated all the gay images of an alluring 
6 2 


from being confined to temples made with hands, has 


ſtool—I took particular notice of a handſome altar. 


Stow lately flood. 


ago, were mouldered into duſt —Situate in the 
centre of, a large burial-ground ; remote from all the 
noiſe and hurry of tumultuous life, The body Ha- 


plain. A row of regular pillars extended themſelves 
through the windows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of Juni 
nous obſcurity ; which gave every object a grave and 
venerable air. The deep ſilence, added to the 
gloomy aſpe&, and both heightened by the loneline; 
of the place, greatly increaſed the Hhlemnity of the 


my mind, as I advanced, all penſive and thoughtful, 
along the inmoſt iſle. Such as huſhed every ruder 


| Having adored that eternal Majefly, who, far 


heaven for his throne, and the earth for his foot- 


piece, preſented, as I was afterwards informed, by the l 
maſter-builders of Stau +; out of gratitude, I pre-“ 
ſurge, to that gracious God, who carried them throuaui © 

their work, and enabled them to © bring forth their w 

„ top-ſtone with joy.” * CET hg f. 
Ol howamiable is gratitude ! eſpecially when it has 15 


the Supreme Benefactor for its object. 1 have alway A 
looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted principle b 
that can actuaté the heart of man. It has fomething 


| an 
the im pro ve ment of the reader be conſulted, without any thing tial mo 
mould look like a verizticr from the truth of fad. len 


+ The name of a noble ſeat, belonging to the late Earl of Bath bre 
rem arkable formerly for its ccellent workmanſhip and elegant fur „ich 
niture ; once the grand reſort of the quality and gentry of the well 


but now demoliſhed, laid even with the ground, and icarce one {ton to 
left upon another. $0 that corn may grow, or netiles ſpring, whe 
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AMONG. THE TOMBSS. 25 


noble, diſintereſted, and (if EY mv be allowed the 
term) generouſly devout: Reperitance indicates our 
nature fallen, and prayer turns chicfly upon a regard 
to one's ſelf. But the cxerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted 
in paradiſe, when there was no fault to deplore; and 


will be perpe tuated in N when“ __ {hall de 
« all in all. ” 
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"Tax 1 langmage of this ſweet temper is, «Tam un- 
&-ſpeakably obliged: what return mall make?“ 
And ſurely it is no improper exprefiion of an unfeign=- 
ed thank tulneſs to decorate our Creator's courts, and 
| If £cauti/y s the place where his honour dwellah.” - Of 
old, the habitation of his feet was glorious: let it not, 


: now, be ſordid and contemptible. It muſt grieve an 

8 ingenious mind, and be a reproach to any people, to 
have their own houſ:s wainſcotted with cedar, and 

15 painted with vermilion ; while the temple of the Lohr 


'of hoſts ! is deſtitute of every accent ornament. ; 
Ht RE I recollc&ted, and was chivmadt with "3a 
mon's fine addreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication 
of his famous temple. With immenſe charge, and 
exquiſite ſkill, he had erected the moſt rich and fi- 
nithed ſtructure that the lun ever ſaw. Yet upon a 
review of his work, and a reflection on the tran- 
ſcendant .perteCtiims 'of the Godhead, how he exalts 
the one, and abajes the other ! The building was too 
glorious for the mighticſt monarch to inhabit; too 
facred for unhallowed feet even to enter; yet in 
finitely too mean for the Deity to reſide in. It was, 
and the royal worſhipper acknowledg-d it to be, a 
moſt marvellous vouchſafement in uncreated excel- 
| lency, to © put his name there.” The whole paſſage  » - 
breathes ſuch a delicacy, and is animated with ſuch a 
ſublimity of ſentiment, that I cannot perſuade mylclt 
to paſs on without repeating it. bs But will God in- 


- deed | 


0 x Kings viii. 29, "ut wil—A fine U W moll 
bpnificantly e the amazencut ns Iv of the royal 
| C 
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deed dwell on earth? Behold! the heaven, and heaven 
of heavens cannct contain thee ; how much leſs this houſe 

hat I have buiided ?—Incomparable faying ! worth 
the wiſeſt of men. Who would not chuſe to poſſeſs 
ſuch an elevated devotion, rather than to own all the 
glittering materials of that ſumptuous edifice? 

Wx are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the 
Matelineſs and grandeur of a maſterly performance in 
architecture; and, perhaps, on a fight of the ancient 
ſanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial obſerva- 
tion of the diſciples, © What manner of ſtones, and 
„ what buildings are here ?”—But what a nobler turn 
” of thought, and juſter taſte of things, does it diſcover, 
> to join with //ae''s king in celebrating the condeſcen- 
ion of the divine Inhabitant ! That the high and lofty 
One, who fills immenſity with his glory, ſhould, in a 
peculiar manner, fix his abode there ! Should there 
manifeſt an extraordinary degree of his benedictive 
preſence; permit finful mortals to approach his Ma- 
jeſty, and promiſe to make them joyful in his houſe 


prophet's mind God: he uſes no epithet, where writers of 
inferior diſcernment would have been found to multjply them : but 
ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe per fections 
and glories are exalted above all praiſe. Dell: To beſtow on ſin- 
ful creatures a propitious look, to favour them with a tranſient viſit 
of kindneſs, even this were an unutterable obligation: will he then 
vovchſafe to fix his abode among them, and take up his ſtated reſi- 

_ dence with them ?—Indegd : a word, in this connection, peculiarly 
emphatical: expreſſive of a condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraor- 
| digary almoſt beyond all credibility.— Bebhbold: intimatifig\the conti- 
nued, or rather the increafing ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, and awaken- 
| ps the attention of the hearer - Behold! the heaven: The ſpacious - 
© concave of the firmament, that wide-extended azure circumference, 
in which worlds unnumbered perform their revolutions, is too ſcan- 

ty an apartment for the Godhead. —— Nay, the heaven of heavens: 
thoſe vaſtly higher tracks, which lie far beyond the limits of human 
fut vey, to which our very thoughts can hardly joar; even theſe 
p | eee as they ate) cannot afford an adequate habitation, for 
 _  JfHOvVaAR; even theſe dwindle into a point, when compared with 
> the infinitude of his eſſence ; even theſe ** are as nothing before 
bim — How mach leſs proportionate is this poor diminutive ſpeck, 
= Which 1 have been erecting and cmbelliſhing, to fo avguſt a Pic- 
, Jence, io immenſe a Majeſty? 5 (t of 
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« bling.” 
I tread theſe hallowed courts? Could the Zewi/h high 
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te of prayer l' This ſhould more lenſibly affect our 
hearts, than the moſt curious arrangement of ſtones 
can-delight our eyes. - „ ng | 
Nay, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dul. 
in our ſouls by his holy Spirit ; and to make even our 
bodies his temple.— Tell me, ye that frame critical 
judgments, and balance nicely the diſtinction of things. 
„ Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing ??- He 
humbleth himſelf, the ſcripture aftures us, even to be- 
hold the things that are in h-aven *. It is a moſt con- 
deſcending favour, if HE pleaſes to take the leaſt. 
approving notice of angels and archangels, when they 
bow down in homage from their celeſtial thrones ; 
and yet will he graciouſly regard, will he be int;mately 
united to poor, polluted; breathing duſt ? O! un- 
parallelled honour | Invaluable privilege! Be this my 
portion, and I ſhall not covet crowns, nor envy 
conquerors. „ 


Bo r let me remember, what a /an@ity of diſpoſition, 
and wprightneſs of converſation, ſo Exalted a relation 
demands: Remember this, “and rejoice with trem- 
Durſt I commit any iniquity, while 


prieft allow himſelſ in any kaowa tranſgreflion, while 
he made that ſolemn yearly entrance + into the Holy of 
Holies, and ſtood before the immediate preſence of 
Jenovan? No, truly, In ſuch circumſtances, a, 
thinking perſon muſt ſhudder at the moſt remote ſo- 
licitation to any wiltul offence, © I ſhould now be 
ſhocked at the leaſt indecency of behaviour, and am 
apprehenſive of every appearance of evik—And why 
do we not carry this holy jealouſy, into all our ordinary. 
lite? Why do we not, in every place, f reverence 

"x, Yo „ 
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was the favourite maxim of Pythagoras,” and ſuppoled to be the beſt - 


- moral. 
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ol :  MMELDLITA FLOWS : 
ourſelves ; as perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as li- 
wing temples of the Godhead ? For, if we are real, 
and not merely nominal Chriſtians, the Gop. of glory, 
according to his own promiſe, * dwells in us, and 
walls in us. Ol that this one doctrine of our reli: 
gion might operate, with an abiding efficacy, upon 
Our conſciences l It would be inſtead of a thouſand 
lauus, to regulate our conduct; inſtead of a thouſand 
motives, to quicken us in holineſs. Under the influ- 
| ence of ſuch a conviction, we ſhould ſtudy to main» 
5 rain a purity of intention; a dignity of action; and 
1 © to walk worthy of HIM,“ who has. called us to this 
moſt ſacred union with his bleſſed Self. 


Tux next thing, that engaged my attention, was 
the lettered floor : the pavement, ſomewhat like Eze- 
__  tre('s roll, was written over from one end to the other. 
I ſapn perceived the compariſon to hold good in an- 
other reſpect; and the zn/criptions to be matter of 
5 mourning, lamentation, and woe .“ They ſeemed 
to court my obſer vation; ſilently inviting me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb monitors inform 
me of ?— “ That, beneath their little circumferences, 
| «+ were depoſited ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, which 
once lived, and moved, and talked : that they had 
received a charge to preſerve their names, and were 
e the remainin ſtees of their memory.“ 
Ah! ſaid I, is ſudh my -fituation ?- The adorable 
Creator around me, an&the bones of my fellow-crea- 
tures under me | Surely, then, I have great.reafon to 
cry out, with the revering patriarch, How dreadful is 
his place}! Seriouſneſs and devotion become this 
”  hovule for ever. May I never enter it lightly or 


moral precept ever given to the Heathen world. With what ſupe- 
Tior force, and infinite advantage, does the argument take place in 
the Chriſtian ſcheme! Where we are taught to regard ourſelves, not 
mercly as intellectual beings, that have reaſon for our ; mag but as. 

conſecrated creatures, who, have a God ot the moſt conſummate per- 
fection ever with us, ever in us. 


9 2 4 Cor. vi. 16. Eck. ii. 10. | Gen, xxvili. 1). 
CEE 5 | irreverently 3 


wiſdom ? It conſiſts not in refined ſpecul 
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irreverently ; ; but with a profound awe, and godly: 
fear! 

Oh: that they were wiſe */ ſaid the inſpired pen-· 
man. It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people: he 
breathed it out, and gave up the ghoſt.—But what | is 


rate reſearches into nature; or an univerſal acquaint» 
ance with hiſtory. The divine lawgiver ſettles this 
important point in his next aſpiration : Oh! that they 
underfiood this! That they had right apprehenſions of 
their ſpiritual intereſts, and eternal concerns! That. 


they had eyes to diſcern, and inclinations to purſue 


the things which belong to their peace !—But how ſhall 
they attain this valuable knowledge? I ſend them not, 
adds the illuſtrious teacher, to turn over all the vo- 
lumes of literature: they may much more expedi- 
tiouſly acquire this ſcience of life, by conſidering their 
latter end. This ſpark of heaven is often loſt, under 
the glitter of pompous erudition ; but ſhines clearly 
in the gloomy manſions of the tomb. Drowned 4 18 
this gentle whiſper, amidit the noe of mortal affairs, 
but ſpeaks diſtinctiy in the retirements of ſerious con- 
templation.— Bchold !' how providentially I am 
brought to the /cizol of wi/dom +! The grave is the 


—mott faithful 4 maſter; and theſe inſtances of morta- 


lity, the moſt inſtructive leffons.—Come then, calm 


attention, and compoſe my thoughts; come thou ce- : -. 


leſtial ſpirit, and enlighten my mind: that I may ſo 


peruſe theſe awful pages, as to © become wiſe unto, 
A lalvation.” - , 


Deut. xxzii. 29. | 
+. The man how wiſe, who ſick of ENF ſcenes, . 
Is-led by choice to take his favourite walk „ 
Beneath death's gl: »omy, filent, cypreſs tides, _ 
Unpierc'd by vanity's fantaſtic ray! IH 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 

Vilit bis vaults, and dwell among the tombs l 


N vid Thoaghts , 
Pope. 
EXAMINING; 


F Wait the great teacher death. 
3. 
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EIn the records of mortality, — the 
| . of a * promiſcuous multitude, They were 
huddled, at leaſt they reſſed together, without any re- 
gard to ran or ſeniority. None were ambitious of 
ee uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats in this houſe of 
mourning. None entertained fond and eager expec- 
"rations of being honourably greeted in their darkſome 
cells. The man of years and experience, reputed as 
any oracle in his generation, was content to lie down 
at the feet of a babe. In this houſe appointed for all 
living, the ervant was equally accommodated, and 
lodged in the ſame ſtory, with his mater. The pcor 
indigent lay as ſoftly, and ſlept as ſoundly, as the moſt 
opulent pofieſjor. All the diſtinction that ſubfiſted, 
Was a gratiy hillock, bound with ofiers; or a tepul⸗ 
. Roner ornamented with! imagery. 


War tans ſaid my working thoughts, . Oh "why 
be roife- fuch a mighty ſtir about ſuperiority 
-And precedence, when the next remove will reduce us 
all to a ſtare of equal meanne/s * Why ſhould we exalt 
_ourlelves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all one day 
be upon a common level, and blended together in the 
Aame undiſtinguiſhed duſt ? Oh! that this confiders- 
Hon might humble my own and others pride; and 
ak our imaginations as low, as our babitar lun wall 
Ry de! ; 

. theſe abs relics of humanity, there 
a without doubt, perſons of contrary intereſia, and 

ont radicting ſentiments : but death, like ſome able 
dayſman, has laid bis hand on the contending parties, 
and brought all their differences to an I amicable con- 


cluſion. Here enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell together 


VB in unity. They drop every embittered thought, and 
1 forget that they once were foes. Perhaps their 


5 6 0 Miſt fenum at juvenum denſantur funera. Hor. 
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+ Hi motug animorum, atque bec certamin tanta 
* exigui 8 compreſſa 99 | view. 
crumbling 
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l bones mix, as they moulder: and thoſe who, 
whilethey lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable variance; 
here fall jato mutual embraces, and even incorporate - 
with each other in the grave.—— Ohl that we might 
learn from theſe friendly aſhes, not to perpetnate the 
memory of injuries; not to foment the fever of reſent- 


met; nor cheriſh the turbulence of paſſion : that there 
$ may be as little animoſity and diſagreement 1 in the land 
of the living, as there is in the congregation of the 
1 dead ! But I ſuſpend for a while ſuch general obſerva- 


tions, and addreſs my ſelf ro a more pat ticular IxquirFe7 


” ad 3 


Yo RR white fone, emblem of tho innocence it 
covers, informs the beholder of one who breathed out 
its tender ſoul almoſt in the inſtant of receiving jit.— 
There the peaceful infant, without fo much as Know- 
ing what labour and vexation. mean, “ lies ſtill and 
« js quiet; it ſl:eps and is at reft.” Staying only to 
ty WM Valk away its native impurity in the laver of regene- 
as ration, it bid a ſpeedy adieu to time, and terreſtrial 
ut things!—W hat did the little haſty ſojourner find, ſo 
ay M forbidding and diſguſtful in our upper world, to occa- 
he ion its precipitant exit? 'Tis written indeed of its 
a- ſuffering Saviour, that when he had taſted the vinegar 
nd mingled with gall, He would not drink : and, did 
n our new-come ſtranger begin to. /ip the cup of life; 

bur perceiving the bitterne/s, turn away its head, aud 
| retute the draught * Was this the cauſe, why. the 
ere wary babe only opened its eyes; juſt looked on the 
nd light; ; and then withdrew, into the more inhing re- 
ble gioos of undiſturbed repoſe? 
ies, O! fortunate voyager; that waſt no ſooner ab. 
on · ed. than arrived at the haven But more happy they, 
her who have paſſed the waves, and weathered all 3 


o 


Job iii. 23. + Match. xavli. 24. „ 
4 Happy the babe, who privileg'd by fate 
IIs E To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
Recciv'd but yeſterday the gift ot breath, 
eg | Order'd to-mortow to return to death, N | : 
. > Prior's Sol. 
wg Ms 5. 8 f ſtorms, 
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= MEDITATIONS 
forms, of a troubleſome and dangerous world 3 who 
through many tribulations, have entered into the 
kingdom of heaven ;” and thereby brought honour to 
their divine convoy, adz:niniftered comfort to the com- 
pan ions of their toil; and left an inſtructive * 
to iucceeding pülgrims. | 
Ol happy probationer ! Fees without being er- 
_ ciſed! It was thy peculiar privilege, not to feel the 
Mighteſt of thoſe evils which oppreſs thy ſurviving kin- 
dred; which frequemly fetch groans from the moſt 
many fortitude, or moſt elevated faith. The arrows 
of calamity, birbed with anguiſh, are ten fixed deep 
io our choiceſt comforts, The ficry daris of femp- 
tation, ſhot from the hand of hell, are always flying 
in ſhowers around our integrity. 'P o thee, ſweet babe, 
both theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike unknown, 
Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and dry up 
your tears. Why ſhould you lament that your little 
ones are crowned with victory, before the tword was 
drawn, or the conflict begun? Perhaps the ſupreme 
* of events foreſaw ſome incvitable frare of 
temptation forming, or ſome dreadful form of adver/ity 
- impending. And why ſhould you be ſo diflatisficd, 
with that kind precaution ; which houſed.your plea- 
ſant plant, and removed into ſhelter a tender flower, 
before the thunders roared : before the dightnings 
Hew © before the tempeſt poured its rage ?f—Oremem- 


ber they are not loſt, but taken away froes the euil 


0 come . 

At the fame time, let ſurvivors, doomed: to boar the 
© beat and burden of the day, reflect, for their encou. 
ragement, — that it is more honourable to have entered 
the liſts, and to have fought the good fight, before 
they come off conquerors. They who bave bore the 

_ croſs, and ſubmitted to afflictive providences, with 4 
cheerful reſignation ;: have girded up the loins of their 
mind, and performed their Maſter's will, with an bo 
neſt and perſevering fidelity ;—thele, having glorifie 
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their Redeemer on earth, will, probably, be as Hart 


the firſt magnitude in heaven. T hey will ſhine with 


brighter beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger joys, in 


their Lon p' 8 W kingdom. 


Hz Rx lies the grief of a fond mother, and W 
blaſted expect ition of an indulgent father. The youth 
grew up, like a well-watered plant; he ſhot deep, roſe - 
high, and bid fair for manhood : but juſt as the cedar 
began to tower, and-promiled, ere long, to be the 


; | 
pride of the wood, and prince among the nei hbour- 
P 


ing trees ; —behold the ae is laid unto the root; the 
- fatal blow ſtruck ; and all its branching hon-urs tum- 
bled to the duſt. —And did he fall alone? O! no; 
the hopes of his father that begat him, and the ale.” 
ling proſpects of her that bare him, fell, and were 
cruſhed together with hi 
Doubtleſs, it would h > pierced one's hegne: to 
have beheld the tender parents, following the breath- 
leſs boy to his long home: perhaps drowned in tears, 
and all overwhelmed with ſorrows, they ſtood, like 
weeping ftatues, on this very ſpot. —Methinks, 1 ſee 


lemnity : how they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes! ls it fancy? or do I really hear 
the paſſionate mother, in an agony. of afffiction, ta- 
king her final leave of the darling of her ſoul? Dumb 
ſhe remained, while the aw/ul cb/zquies were perform 
ing; dumb with grief, and leaning upon the partner 
- theſot her woes. But now the inward anguiſh „ 
cou- for vent; it grows too big to be repreſſed. She ad- 
credFvances to the brink of the grave. All her ſoul is in 
foreber eyes. She faſtens one more look upon che dear 
the object, before the pit thuts its mouth upon him. 
th And as the looks, ſhe cries; — in broken accents, 
theirſinterrupted by many a riting fob, ſhe cries, “ Fare- 


1 ho-“ well, my fon! my fon | my only beloved | Would 
rifie 


and farewell, all my earthly happineſs !——I ſhall 


the deeply diſtreſſed mourners: attending the fad fo». 
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k.to Gon 1 had died for thee - Farewell, my child! 


never more lee g 0 0 in the land of the living. At - 
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24, MEDITATIONS. 
© tempt not to comfort me.——TI will go mourning 
c all my days, till my grey hairs come down, with 
* ſorrow, to the grave.” . A 
From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be 
convinced, how highly it concerns them to cultivate 
he marals, and ſecure the, immortal intereſts of - their 
children.—If you ically love the offspring of your 
oon bodies; if your bowels yearn over thoſe amiable 
EE . pledges of conjugal endearment; O! fpare no pains; 
give all diligence, I intreat you, to © bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the LoR D.“ Then 
may you have joy in their lite, or conſolation in their 
death. If their an ig prolonged ; their unblameable 
and uſeful conduct will be the ſtaff of your age, and 
a balm for declining nature, Or, if the number of 
their years be cut off in the midſt, you may commit 
their remains to the duſt, with much the ſame com- 
fortable expectations, and with infinitely more exalted 
views, than you ſend the ſurvivors to places of genteel 
education, Y.ou may commit them-to the duſt with 
cheering hopes of receiving them again to your arms 
inexpreſſibly improved in every noble and endearing 
accompliſhment. | | 
Is certainly a ſevere trial; and much more aflic- 
tie than I am able to imagine; to reſign a /ovely 
| blooming creature, ſprung from your own loins, to. 
E the gloomy receſſes of corruption: after having been 
long dandled upon your knees; united to your affec- 
tions by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs, and now be- 
come, both “ the delight of your eyes, and ſupport 
of your family: to have ſuch an one torn from your 
boſom, and thrown into darkneſs, doubtleſs, it muſt 
be like a dagger in your hearts. But O! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to the 
child, to have the ſoul ſeparated from God; and for 
E - ſhameful ignorance, or early impicty, configned over to 
pPlwGw⸗aces ot eternal torment ? How would it aggravate 
Four diſtreſs, and add a diſtracting empbaſis to all 
Four ſighs, if you ſhould follow. thc-pale corpſe with 
fluch bitter reflections ?—* This dear creature, thougs 
2 | 66 long 


: 
- 


z 


Jong ago capable of knowing good from evil, is 


' mentary exiſtence, it received from me; but no 
further its well-being in that everlaſting ſtate, upon 


to the coffin, and carried out to conſume away, in 


condition ? May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced. 
Je by the righteous Judge, it is going, or gone away 


while I am bewailing its untimely departure; it 


4 may be curſing, in utter darkneſs, that ever to be 
m. deplored, that moſt calamitous day, when it was 


been.“ 


* elf. condemning thoughts. The fortures of a rack 
b puſt be an eaſy ſuffcring, compared with the fiings _ 
lie: Dad horror of ſuch a remorſe. -— How earneſtly do T 
eh ih, that, as many as are intruſted with the ma- 
* agement of children, would take timely care to pre- 
een Nent thele intolerable ſcourges of conſcience z by endea» 
ec: ouring to conduct their minds into an early kavwe . 


dee of Chriſt, and a cordial love of his truth 


bes 
oY On this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral PEO 
i; lls a moſt pitiable tale indeed]! Well may the little 


mages, reclined over the fleeping aſhes, hang down 


10W WP; 
the Neir heads with that penſive air! None can conſider 
ox mournful a ſtory, without feeling ſome touches of 
to pathizing concern. ——fHlis age twenty-eight 3 his 


1 | 
* midſt all the vivacity and rigour of manhood; while, 
with his breaſts were full of milk, and his bones 
vob moiſtened with marrow.” —Probably, he entertained | 


0 * of the evil hour: and indeed, who-- 
"could 
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"your ont of the world before it had learned the 
great deſign of coming into it. A ſhort-lived, mo- 


good inſtructions, no holy admonitions, nothing to 


which it is now entered. The pcor body is conſigned 


the cold and filent grave. And what reaſon have 
I to ſuppoſe, that the precious ſoul is in a better 


into the pains & endleſs puniſhment ?—Perhaps, 


e born of ſuch a carcleſs, ungodly parent, as I have 


N Noruixc, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 
hich never dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe 


eath /udden ; himſelf cut down in the prime ot life, 
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could have ſuſpected, that ſo bright a /un.ſhould ge 
down at nom? To human appearance, his hill WW 
_ food ſtrong: length of days fecmed written in his if 
- Zanguine countenance. He ſolaced himſelf with the 
proſpect of a long, long ſeries of carthly fatisfac- 
tions. — When, lo! an unexpected ſtroke deſcends! 
deſcends from that mighty arm, which © everturneth 
„ the mountains by their roots;“ and cruſhes 
the imaginary} hero, * b-fore the moth; as quickiy, 
and more <aſily, than our fingers 6 a 
feeble fluttering inſect to death. 
Perhaps, the nuptialjzoys were all he thought on, 
Were not ſuch the brcathings of his enamoured 
foul? „Vet a very little while, and I ſhall poſſeſs 
« thee utmoſt of my wiſhes: I ſhail call my chatmer 
„ mine; and, in her, enjoy whatever my heart can 
© crave.” —— In the midſt of ſuch inchanting views, 
had ſome faithful friend but % reminded him of 
an opening grave, and the end of all things: how un 
feaſonable, would he have reckoned the admonition; 
and how impertinent, the perſon that adminiſtered 
- it] Yet, though all warm with life, and rich in vi- 
© - . - fionary bliſs, he was even then tottering upon the 
3 brink of both. — O! dreadful viciſſitude! to have 
the bridal + feftivity turned into the Fenera?jolemmnity 
S | | U; 
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Job iu 19 Cy 1939—44 inſtar, ad modom, Tinee.—T retain 
this interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my purpoſe, and as We 
it is patrpnized by fome eminent com mentatdts ; cſpgecially the ccle- Wi 
brated S hullens. Though I «arnot but give the preference to the opt: 
nioh ot a judicious friend, who would render the paſſage more litcral- 
"A ly,» Befere the face of a moths making it to repreſtut a creature fo e 
cee dlingly frail, that een a moth flying agaivſl it, may daſh it to pieces. 
Which, belides its cloſer correſpondence with the exact import of, 
the He rev, preicnts with a much fiuer image of the moſt extreme 
YH imbecillity, For it certainly implics a far greater degree of weak: 
neſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the fecbleſt creature, than 
only to be cruſhed as eafily as that creatme by the hand of man. 
= Ihe French verfion is very es preſſi ve and beautiful; à la rentonire 
dean Ver mi ſſeau. 1 
I A diftrcis of this kind is painted in very affecting colours by 
| Pliny in an epiſtle to Marcellinus : O triſte plane acerbumgue funus! U 
mori ipſa mor tis tempus ind gnius ! Fam deſtinata erat egregia juvent 3 420 
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o! deplorable misfortune ! to be ſhipwrecked even 
iz the haven ! and periſh in fight of happineſs | — -+ 
What a memorable proof is here of the frailty of man 
in his be/t eſtate! Look, O, look on this monument, 
= ye gay and careleſs! Attend to this date; and boaſt 
no more of to-morrow! . + „ 
Who can tell, but the öbride-maids, girded with 
gladneſs, had pre pred the marriage-bed? had deck- 
ed it with the richeſt covers, and dreſſed it in pillows 
of down? When — Oh!] truſt not in youth, or in 
ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for there is nothing 
certain, nothing to be depended on, beneath the un- 
changeable God. — Death, relentleſs death, is making 
him another kind of bed in the duſt of the earth. 
Unto this he muſt be conveyed, not with a ſplendid 
proceſſion of joyous attendants ; but ſtretched in the 
ghlaomy hearſe, and followed by a train of mourners. 
{| On this-he muſt take up a lonely lodging, nor, ever 
be releaſed, ** till the heavens are no more.” In 
| vain does the conſenting fair one put on her ornaments, 
and expect her ipouſe, Did ſhe not, like Si/era's mo- 
| ther, look out ofthe lattice z chide the delays of her 
e beloved; and wonder © why his chariot was ſo logg 
re © in coming?“ Little thinking, that the intended 
bridegreom had for ever done with tranſitory things | 
That now everlaſting cares employ his mind, without 
one {ingle remembrance »f his lovely Lucinda 
* Co, diſappointed virgin ! Go, mourn the uncertainty 
le. of all created blits! Teach thy foul to aſpire after a 
,pi- ſure and immutable felicity ! For the once gay and 
al- gallant Fidelio ſlecps in other embraces; even iu the 
„cy arms of death! forgetful, eternally forgetful, 
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ok the world and thee, "Ly 
eme n | 15 1 
ak- | —_ ® 1 | P 122 2 A. 
5 HITHERTO one is tempted to exclaim againſt the 


nan. ; f | OSS 
1 chelbus nuptiarum dies; jam nos advocati. uod gaudium quo mærore mu- 
latum eft ! Non pm exprimere verbi, quantum anim? vulnus acecperim, 
quam audini fundunum ipſum (ut multa lact uaſu dolor invent) præcipientem 
vol in veſtes, margaritas, gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, hoe in thura, et un- 
guenta, et ederes impende reiur | Plin, lib, v. epiſt. 26. 
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_ theit interpreter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, 
and this will appear their awful meaning—* O] ye 


% Never promiſe yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, 
. * but conſtant preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly fo 


| * meth 5 5 


ib esd. 
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king of terrors, and call him capricioufly cruel, He 
Teems, by beginning at the wrong end of the regiſter, 
to have inverted the laws of nature. Paſling over the 
couch of decrepit age, he has nipped infancy in its bud; 
blaſted, youth in its þ!g9m ; and torn up manh99d in its 
full maturity. Terrible indeed are thoſe provi. 


* 


dences, yet not unſearchable the counſels: 
For us they ficken, and for us they die v. 
zuch ſtrokes muſt not only grieve the relatives, 


owerful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and are 


intended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. Such 


paſſing bells, inculcate loudly our Lord's admoni- 


| 

| 

y 

{ 

; 

F 
but /urpriſe the whole neighbourhoed. They Tound a 

| 

: 

} 


255 ; © Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for ye know 


© not when the time is. — We nod like intoxicated * 
creatures, upon the very vergeofatremendousprecipice, Nx 


-- Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſations are the kind mefſen- 


gers of Heaven; to 7y/e us from our ſupineneſs, and t 
quicken us into timely circumſpection. I need not, M7 
ſurely, accommodate them with language, nor act as MW 7 

te 


« ſons of men, in the midſt of life you are in death. 
No ſtate, no circumſtance, can aſcertain your pre- 
« ſervation a ſingle moment. So H reng is the tyrant's 
% arm, that nothing can reſiſt its force; ſo unerring 
« his aim, that nothing can clude the blow: /udden 
« as lightning, ſometimes, is his arrow launched; 
t and wounds, and kills, in the twinkling of an eye. 


promiſcuouſly, that none can gueſs the next vic- 
* tim. Therefore, be ye always ready ; for in ſuch 
« an hour as ye think not, the final ſummons co- 


Be ye always ready; fer in ſuch an hour as ye-think 
net. Important admoaition ! Methinks it reverbe: 


15 3 rates 


r oo ww 


tes 


— 


K 


| AMONG THE TOMBS. 39 
rates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes me, 


with line upon line, precept upon precept. — The 


reiterated warning, I acknowledge, is too needful; 


may co-operating grace render it eſfectual! The mo- 
mentous truth, though worthy to be engraved on 
the tables of a moſt tenacious memory; is flightly 
| ſketched, on the tranſient flow of paſſion. We fee 
our neighbours fall; we turn pile at the thock 3 and 
feel a trembling dread. No fooncr are they removed 
from our fight; but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, 
| or lulled in the languors of pleaſure, we forget the 
| providence, and neglect its errand. The impreſſion 
made on our unſtable minds, is like the trace of an 
errow, through the penetrated air; or the path of a 
keel, in the furrowed wave. 
To cure it, another monitor beſpeaks me, from a 
neighbouring ſtone. 


Strange ſtupidity! 


It contains the narrative of a 
poor mortal, ſnatched from his friends, and hurried 


to the awful bar; without leiſure, either to take a LF. 
| farewell of the one, or to put up ſo much as a ſingił 
| prayer . perparatory for the other: killed, according 
to the uſual expreſſion, by a ſudden ſtroke of ca/te/ty, 


Was it then a random blow? Doubtleſs the ſtroke 
came from an aiming though inviſible hand. Gon 
preſideth over the armics of heaven; Gop ruleth 
among the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop con- 
ducteth what men call chance. Nothing, nothing 
comes to paſs through a blind and undiſcerning fata- 
lity. If accidents happen; they happen according to 
the exact foreknowledge, and in conſequence of the 
determinate counſels of Almighty Wiſdom. The 
Logo, with whom are the iſſues of death, ſigned the 
warrant, and gave the high commiſſion: the ſeemingly 
fortuitous % e was only the mini/ter, appointed to. 
execute the jupreme decree. When the impious mo- 
narch was mortally wounded, it ſcemed to be a caſual 
hot. A certain man diev abe at a venture“, 


Aa venture, as he thought: but his hand was. 
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 , firengthened by an omnipotent aid; and the ſhift 
*% levelled by an unerring eye. So that, what we term 
- rafualty, is really providence; accompliſhing deliberate 
_ dcfigns, but concealing its own interpoſition.— How 
comforting this reflection! how admirably adapted to 
ſoothe the throbbing anguiſh of the mourners, and 
com poſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſubmiflion | How ex- 
F - cellently faited, to'diffipate the fears of godly ſurvivors, 
and create a calm inirepidity even amidſt innumerable 
perils | 5 8 ä 
O] how tin is the partition between this wor 
and another! How ort the tranſition, from time to 
eternity] The partition, nothing more than the breath 
- In our noſtrils; and the trarfition may be made in 
__ the twinkling of-an eye —Poor Chremylus, 1 remem- 
ber, aroſe from the diverſion of a card table, and 
dropt into the dwellings of darkneſs.— One night, 
Corinna was all gaiety in her ſpirits,.all finery in her 
| apparel, at a mapnificent ball: the next night, ſhe lay 
1 pale and ſtiff, an extended corpſe, and ready to be 
= mingled with the mouldering dead. —Young Atticus 
lived to fee bis ample and commodious ſeat completed: 
but not to ſpend one joyous hour under the ſtately 
roof. The ſaſhes were hung to admit the day; but 
the maſter's eyes are cloſed in death. The chambers 
| were furniſhed to invite repoſe ; but their lord reſts in 
the lower parts of the earth. The gal dens were plan— 
= 1 ned, and a thouſand elegant decorations deſigned; but 
© their intended poſſeſſor is gone down to“ the place of 
| « ſkulls;” gone down to the valley of the ſhadow ot 
dezth, To | | 
While Jam recollecting, many, I queſtion not, are ex- 
periencing the fame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of chat 
4ublime Being, —- who fits upon the circle of the earth, 
and views all its inhabitants with one comprehenſive 
glance, — even now behold many tents in a ffl.ction, ſuch 
fl ction, as overwhelmed the ZEeyptians in that fatal 
night, when the deftroying angel ſheathed his arrows 
in all the pride of their ſtrength.— Some finking to 
the floor from tl eir eaſy chair; and deaf even to the 
gd. IH moſt 
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moſt piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. 


Some giving up the ghoſt, as they are reclined, all. 
5 alone, under the /bady arbsur, to taſte the ſweets of 
80 the flowery ſcene.— Some, as they fail, aſſociated with 
5 a party of pleaſure, along the filver ſtream, while wine 
0 and muſic low around. Some intercepted, as they 
dare returning home; and fome inferrupted, as they en- 
" ter upon an important negociation. Some arreſted 
„ with the gainagof inuftice in their hands; and ſome ſur-— 
ie priſed in e act of lewdneſs, or of cruelty, 
1 Legions, I:gions of diſaſters, ſuch as no prudence 
% 6an fore ſee, no care prevent, liz in wait to accompliſh our 


doom. A Harting hs-/e may throw his rider; and. at 


h once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, and fling his 
*. foul into the inviſiole world. A flack of chimneys may 


1 tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh the uawary paſſenger 
\ under the ruins; or even a file, dropping from the 
roof, mey be as fatal as the fall of the whole ſtructure... 
— 80 fraif, fo very attenuated. is the thread. of life, 
h that it not only burits before the form, but breaks. 
even at a hrecze. Vhe moſt common occurrences, 
4. thoſe from which we ſuſpect not the leaſt harm, may 
ot. prgvye the weapons of our deſtruction. A grape-ſtone, 
bu! deſpicable fly, may- be more mortal than Goliath, 
with all bis formidable armour. Nay, if Gop give: 


ers i . 17 . 
. in command, our very comforts become killing, The air 
5 we breathe, is our bane: and the food we eat, the ve- 


va hicle of death. That laſt enemy has unnumber- 
ed avenues for his approach. Yea, lies intrenched 


- f 2 . . > » 

4 in our very boſom, and holds his fortreſs even in the 
fear of our life. The criniton fluid which diſributes 

= health, is impregnated with the /eeds of death*, Some 


* unſeen 1mp:diment may obſtruct its paflage, or ſome 
, unknowa violence may divert its courſe; in either of 
which caſes, it acts the part of a. poiſonous draught, 


As man, perhaps, the moment of his breath, 
Receives the lurking princip'e of death, 


ros Fhe young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at length, Py: 
g [0 Grows wich his growth, and ſtrengthens with bis ſtrength, 
| . N Pope's Eibics.— 
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n CminriTaTtions. 
or a deadly tab. The body is a delic cately fing wachloe; 
conſiſtiug of ten thouſand parts, playing ten theufand 
motions; and a very nl pin token out, may cor» 
cert the whole frame ;, a hne wheel clogged, bee 
2 ſtop to all the vital movements. 

Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſæd of our 
Frs tabernacle, let us look upon ourfelves only as 
tenants at will; and hold our felves in perpetual rea. 
dineſs to depart at a moment's warning. Without 
ſuch an habitual holine fs, we are like wretches that 
Rio on. the top of a maſt, While a horrid gulf yawns, 
or fùrious waves rage below. And where can be the 
| e, what the ſatisfaction, of ſuch a ſtate ?-— 
Whereas, a prepared condition will iaſpire a chearfub WF | 
neſs of temper, not be ruflled by every low vexation; WM 1 
und create a firmneſs of mind, not to be overthrown 

t 
a 
n 


by the moſt threatening dangers. When the city is 
- fortified with walls, furniſhed with provifions, guarded 
by able and reſolute troops; what BITS the inhabitants 
to fear? what may they not enjoy? So, juſt fo, orf 
rather by a much fit er band, are connected the rol - 


taſte of Ns and the conflant Fought of death.. c 
„ 2 
1 1 SAID, Our very olds may become Killing ,— tl 
1 And ſee the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſ-aled with c: 
the ſignet of fate. The marble which graces yonder d 
pillar, informs me, that near it: are depoſited the rea 
mains of my valuable friend Sophroniaz Who died i b; 
childbed. —— How often does this calamity” happen! to 


The branch ſhoots; byt the ſtem withers. The babe — 
7 ſpriggs to light 3. but ſhe that bare him, breathes herſiff re 
| lat, She gives lite, but (0 pitiable conſideration j 
gives it at the expence of her o-,n; and becomes at 
A once a gt fer and a corpſe. ——Or ele perhaps ſhe cx 
pires, in ſevere pangs, and is hericlf a tomb for he 
infant; while the mclancholy complaint of a ma 
narch's woes, is the epitaph for them both: The chil 
dren are come 16 the birth, and there. is net firength 1 
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bring forth *. —— Leſs to be lamented, in my opinion, 
this mistortune than the other, Better for the tender 

ſtranger, to be ſtopped in-the porch ; than to enter, 
| only to converſe with ail tion. Batter to find a. 
rave in the womb; than to be expoſed on a hazardous 
| world, without the guardian of Its infantile years, 
; WW without the faithful guide of its youth. 
. This monument is diftinguitned by its finer, mate- 
trials, and more delicate append digts. It ſeems to have 
t taken its model from an affluent hand; directed by a 
„generous ; heart; that irought it could: never do 
enough for the deccafed. It feems alſo to exhibit an 
- W emblematical picture of S5phronia's pirion and accom» 
pliſhments. ls her beauty, or more than beauty, her 
white. robed innocence, rc reſented by the ſnowy co. 
bur? The furface imoutily poliſhed, like her amiable 
temper, and engaging manners: the whole clegantly 
adorned, without either extravagant pomp, or ſordid 
negligence; like her undiſſembled g: »0dnefs, remote 
from the leaſt oſtentation, yet in all points exemplary. 
—— But ah! how vain, were all theſe endearin 
charms | how vain the luſtre of thy iprighiy ans 
How vain, the bloom of thy bridal youth ! How vain, 
e honours of thy ſupcrior birth! How unable to le- 
ih care the lovely poſſeſſor from the ſavage violence of 
death !—How ineffectual the univeriai eſteem of thy 
zcquaintance; the fondneis of thy traniparted hul-. 
band; or even the ſpotleſs integrity of thy character; 
to prolong thy ſpan, or procure thee a ſhort reprieve i | 
The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances, 
reminds me of thoſe beautiful and tender lines: 


How loud, how BER, q once, avail Thee not; 
To whom rel. ted, or by whom begot. 
A heap of duſt alone remaine of Thee « 

Ii a HO U art, and all tbe PROUD ſeal 


be r! | 5 Pope s Miſc ell. 
Vet, 


+ Theſe eli are iaftribed on a ſmall, but very elegant * | 
ment, lately erected in the great church at Northampton which, 


tbc ierog hphical decorations, cotreſponds with the deſcription "ray 
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once his eſteem for her memory; and his veneration for that i eligtin, 
which ſhe ſo cminentiy adorncd ;. by ſumming up her chataQer, in 


. 7 Jet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, Chriſti 


altenipts ty preſerve a life much dearcy to kim than his own, 


are they not all included in that grand and noble agyregate,. A. u 
cere Chriſtian? I | 


* encomium, then melts into tears, and can proceed no farther. Yet, 
in this cafe. how cloquent is Glence ? while it hints the vnivcelal 
eſteem, which attended the ſuperiority of birth, which dif inguiſhed 
the deceaſed ; 1: expreſſes, beyond all.ti.e pomp of words, the yearn: 


of monpmental marbles, which are laviſh of their panegyric ; tis 


- having placed round a beautiful expiring virgin, her friends in ail the 


modern cpitaphs, and the very reverſe of their high flown com- 
: ; pliments. | 
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anity is ſovereign to pluck cut the ſting of death, l 
not this the ſilent language of thoſe lamps, that burn 
that heart, which flames; thoſe pa/ms, that fluurith; 


% | that 


trodoced on this ſubject; and particularly that it is dedicated to the 
memory of an amiable woman. Mrs ANNE STONE HOUSE; 
the excellent wife of my worthy friend Dr STONEHOUSE: win 
bas had the diſtreſe to ſee all the effo:ts cf that healing art, to which 
I, and ſo many others, have. been greatly indebted, failing, un thicy 


Nec p un do mino, que prgſunt omnibus ar tes. 5 Ovid, 


No longer his all-healing art avails, 
But ev'iyiemedy its maſter fails. 


He has, however, ſought ſome conſolation, in the midſt d 
his tender anguiſh 3 by teaching the fepulcbral marble to peak, a 


that conciſe, | but comprehenſive ſentence. A S ILNCERIE 
CHKASTILAN. Conije enough to be the motto for a meu nin; 
ring; yet as comprehenſive, as the moſt.enJarged ſphere, of pericnal, 
ſocial, and religious worth. For, whatſoever. things are pure; 
whatſoever things arc lovely; whatfocver things are ot good repcit; 
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Ihe firſt lincs, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonderfulh 

plaintive and pathetic; 2 | 

Heu lov'd, how valu'd ence, av ails. thee 101; 
To whom related. or by uh, beget. 


They found, atleaſt in my cars, like the voice of ſorrow, mined 
with admiration. The ſpeak ſcems to have been loſt, for a while, 
in melancholy contempl tion; ſuddenly breaks out ints this abrupt 


ing affection, and beartefelt c:iirets of the bu;b.ind, Amidſt a group 
] think, reſembles that incomparable aduteſs of the painter; who, 


agonies of grief; cepreſcnted the weg-alled anguiſh of the Ye, 
with far greater livelineis end ſtrength, or rather with an incpick 
ſite emphaſiz, by drawing a veil over his face. 

It the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track of ous 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. 


that crown, which glitters, in the well-imitated and 


gilded marble ? Do they not, to the diſcerning eye, 
deſcribe the- vigilance of her faith; the fervency of 
her devotion 3 her victory over the world; and the 
celeſtial diadem, which the LoRp, the righteous 
Judge, ſhall give her at that day *. | 
How happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his 
bed, and partner of his fortunes | Their inclinations 


were nicely tuned unions, and all their converlation 
was harmony. How tilken the yoke to ſuch a pair, 


and what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch bands? 
Every joy was heightened, and every care alleviated, 
Nothing ſeemed wanting to contummate their bliſs, 


A heap of duſt remain: alia of thee ! | 
'Tis all THOU art;—and all the PROUD ppall be! 


they are not without their precedent, and that of the moſt con ſom» 
mate kind since they bicathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred clegy, 


in which all the heait of the hero, and the friend, feems to be diſ- 


ſolved ; How are the mighty fallen, end the Weapons of war perifued ! 
z Sam. i. 7.— They remind the reader, of that awful leſſon, 


which was originally cictated by the ſupgeme Wiſdom ; Duſt this 


art, and unto duft thi fhilt return, Gen. iii. 19, —— They incuicate, - 


with all the force of the moſt convincing evidcnce, that ſolemn ad- 


monition, delivered by the prophet ; Ceiſe ye from man, whoſe breath 
ts in his naſlrils, for wherein is H E to be accounted of 2 Lf. ii.. ; 

That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe 
and defign of this part of the ſouth line, 


Ti all thou art! 


4 


it is gaarded above and beneath, — 4bove is an expanded bock, that | 


lcems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the emblem of 
death.; which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be the volume_ of inſyirap- 
tn, as it exhibits a kind of abridgment of its whole contents, x 
tioſe animated words, BE YE NOT SLOTHEFUL, BUT 

FOLLOWERS OF THEM, WHO THROUSM 
FAITH-AND PATIENCE INHERLT: T:;H EK 
PROMISES, Heh. vi. 12. Beneath, that every part might 
be pregnant with inſtroction, are thoſe ſtriking teflections; worth 


the deep conſideration ot the „t proficient in knowledge aud 
picty, yet obvious to the under ſtanding of the moſt untaught feader zg, 


LIFE HOW SHORT! ETERNLTY N 
LON G!-.—May my soul learn the fcrcible parport of this ſhort 


lellon, in her contracted ſpan of time! and all eternity will not be 
. a % : 


09 long, to rejoice in having learned it, 
2 
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5 MEDITATIONS! 


but A hopeful pelfvety, rifing around them. Phi 
. they might ſee themſelves multiplied- in their little 
ones; ſce their mingled graces, transfuſed intp their 
3 offspring; and feel the glow of their affection 42g. 
mented, by being reflected from their children. 
8 Grant us this gift, {aid their united prayers, and our 
1 ſatisfactions are crowned; we requeſt no more.” We 
_ Alas! how blind are mortals 10 future events 
How! naable *to'Yiſcern what is really bea Cie 
me children, ſaid Rachel, or elſe 1 dic f. An ardout 
of impatience altogether unbecoming; and as: miſts 
ken as unbecoming. She dies, not by the diſappoint: 
ment, but by the accompliſhment, of her defire, If 
children are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, 
whoſe beautics bloſſom with ornament, and whoſe 
' odours | breathe delight; death, or ſome fell misfor- 
tune, may find means to entwine themſelves with the 
lovely wreathe. Whenever our fouls are poured out, 
with pailonate | importunity, after any inferiof acqui- 
ficion: it may be truly ſaid, in the words of our di- 
vine Maſter, Te know net what ye aſp, Does Provi. 
dente with - hold the thing that we long for? It deaits 
in mercy; and only with-holds the occaſion of our 
miſery, if not the inſtrument of our ruin, With a 
ſickly appetite, we often lothe what is wholeſome, 
and linger after our bane. Wherz imagination dreams 
of unmingled fects, there experience trequently fincs 
(ME bitterneſs of woe. 
Therefore, may we covet immoderately, neither 
56 Bhs nor that form of earthly felicity; but refer the 
Ez, Whole of our condition to the choice of unerring Wi. 
dom. May we learn to renounce our own will; and be 
5 ready to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſhes, when 
ever they run counter to the good pleaſure of GuDs 
For, indecd, as to obe y nis laws, is to be perfect y krce] 


9 Wein mens hominum fati, ſortiſqne ſuture! 
Teras tempus erit, migno cum optaverit em tum, 

| Ixtactum * el cum 1 rolia iſta dien que 

— N © Oderit. — | Ving. 


FY +: Gen, XXX. 1. 


N o, to ro/ign ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to eſtabliſb our 


own . and to be ſecure from fear of evil. 


+>, © + Lk, 4 


His a {mall: and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
$ ground. Purchaſed, one would imagine, from the 
Wlictle fund, and formed by the hand, of frugality it- 
Iſelk. Nothing coſtly: not one decoration added: 


de ſcarcely intelligible.— Was the depoſitory unfaith - 
al to its truſt? Or were the letters worn by the fre- 


. the grave, and revive the remembrance, of a moſt va- 
It luable and beloved relative ?—PFor I perceive, upon a 
ct Ecloſer inſpection, that it covers the remains of a fa- 
e ther. A religious ſather; ſnatched from his growing 


he =o as their principles fixed by: a thorough cdu- 
ut, cation. 


N | ms; Give. is the moſt complicated woe, that has 
hitherto come under our conſideration. The /olems+ 
nities of ſuch a dying-chamber are forme. of the moſt 


hies the affectionate huſband ; the indulgent parent; 
che faithful friend; and the generous . maſter. He 
lies in the laſt extremities, and on the very point of 
diſlolution. Art has done its all. The raging diſ- 


reſiſtleſs impetuoſity, to execute its dreadful errand z 


"Now tie of mutual love. 


milanels, with which he was wont to give, and the 
vtitul alacrity, with which they always received his 
aly commands; now imbitter their grief, and 


His friends, who have ſo often gladdened his mind 
wich their enlivening conver rſe, are miſerable e comforts 


AMON G THE TOMBS. |, ur 


Z only a very ſhort inſcription z and that fo effaced as to 


quent reſort of the ſurviving family; to mourn over 


Thom ing, before they were ſettled in the world, or o 


melting and melancholy fcenes imaginable.— There 


aſe mocks the power of medicine. It haſtens, with 
o rend aſunder the ſilver cord of life, and the mare 


A fervant or two, from a revering diſtance, = 


en Bany a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured 
p. Haſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcending 


ake it trickle plentifully down their honeſt checks. 
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ers. A ſympathiſing and mourning pity, is all cht 
relief they are able to contribute: unleſs it be aug, 
mented by their filent prayers for the divine ſuccour, 
and a word of conſolation fuggeſted from the ſcrip. 
ture *,— Thoſe poor innocents, the children, croud 
around the bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt fran. 
tic with grief, they fob out their little ſouls, and pal. 
fionately cry; Will he leave us! Leave us, in 1 
# « helpleſs condition | Leave us, to an injurious 
Fo © world!” —Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the 
| diſtreſſed ſpouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with a tide 
of ſorrows. In her the lover weeps; the wife mourns; 
and all the mother yearns. To her the loſs is b:yond 
1 meaſure aggravated, by months and years of delight. 
u ſociety, and exalted friendthip. Where, alas! 
can ſhe find ſuch cordial affection, or repoſe ſuch un. 


. reſerved confidence? Where find ſo diſereet a coun - lo 
 _, fellor; ſo improving an example; and a guardian, ſoft 
| - fedulovuſly attentive to the intereſts of herſelf, and“ 
her children? See! how the hangs over the languith-W* 
ing bed; moſt tenderly ſolicitous to ſoothe the bittet 
gagonies of her dearer /elf ; and, if it were pofliole, 6 
llengthen out a life, on which her own comfort, and“ 
the ſupport of her little ones, principally depend. Be“ 
F hold her hands trembling under diretul apprehenſions | 
4H yet wiping the cold dews from the livid cheeks; ſome 1 
times ſtaying the ſinking head on her gentle arms, outt 
= reſting it on her compaſſionate boſom. Sce | how 1heſiſatte 
gazes, with a ipcechleis ardour, on the pale counteWadd 
EE  mnm2nce, and meagre features. While all her ſoft pal : 
ions beat unutterable fondneſs, and her whole ſoul if.) 


wounded with exquiſite anguiſh. 11 
The fi rer, all patient and adoring, yields to t- 
divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes fuperior KK 
* Texts of ſcripture proper for ſuch an occaſi n; containia 
promi ſes— of ſupport under affliction, Lam. iii. 32. Heb. 1 
6. 2 Cor. iv. 17. of pardon, If. Hi. 5. If. i. 18. 1 Jotns 
2. 2. Acts x. 43.—— of juſt fication, Rom. ve 9. Rom. vill. 33- 3 

2 Cor. v. 21. of viclory over death, Pſal. XXiii. 4. Pſal. zig, 
a6. Hof, iii 14. 1 Cor. xv. 56. 57-——=—-0f a happy reſurrectio 3 


Juobn . 40. 3 Cor. v. 1. Rev. vii. 16. 17. 
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| A'WON'G THE TOMBS, 49 
his affl ction. He is ſenſihly touched with the diſcon- 
ſolate ſtate of his attendants; and pierced with an 
anx bus concern for the wife, who will ſoon be a deſti- 
tute widow ; for the children, who will ſoon be fas 
therleſs orphans. Yet, „though caſt down, not in 
« deſpair,” He is greatly retreſhed, by his truſt in 
| the everlaſting covenant, and his hope of approaching 
| glory. Rc<ligion gives a dignity even to diſtreſs.# At 
each interval of eaſe he comforts his very comforters; 


= 


| 

and ſuffers with all the majeſty of woe. my 
The u, juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, 
collects all her force, and exerts her /aff efforts. The 
I] good man raiſes himſelf on his pillow ; extends a kind 
hand to his ſervants, which is bathed ia tears; takes 
an affectins farewell of his friends; claſps his wife in a 
feeble embrace; kiſſes the dear plodges of their mutual 
love; and then pours all that remains of life and of 
ſtrength into the following words. —“ | die, my 
« dear children: but Gop, the everlaſting Gop, will 
© be. with you. — Though you loſe an earthly parent, 
you have a Father in heaven, who lives tor ever- 
% more. Nothing, nothing but an unbelieving heart, 
and irreligious lite, can ever ſcparate you from the 
« regards of his providence—from the endearments 


* 
— 


2056 of his love.“ 2 1 15 5 
He could go no farther. His heart was full; but 
tterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, prompted by 
affectionate zeal, with difficulty, great difficulty, he 
added ;“ You, the dear partner of my ſoul, you are 
al now the only protector of our orphans.—l leave 
ul g you under a weight of cares. But Gop, who de- 
fendeth the cauſe of the widow—— Gop, whoſe. 
3 the promiſe is faithfulneſs and truth GoD hath 
or i laid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee v. — 
This revives my drooping ſpirits Let this ſup- 
port the wife of my boſom —— And now, O Father 
of compaiſions, into thy hands I commend my ſpi- 
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3% "MEDITATIONS. 
* rit— and encouraged by thy promiſed goodneſs, | 


& lcave my fatherlefs” —— 90 
Here he fainted: fell back upon the bed; and ; 
lay, for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. 'As 1 
tafer, upon the very point of extinction, is ſome: 
times ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps Into a quivering 
flame: ſo life, before it totally expired, gave a part 

- Ing ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad from thi 
opening eye-lids.—He would fain have ſpoke} fain 
have uttered the ſentence he began. More than one 

he affayed : but the organs of /pecch were become lik: 
'a broken veſſel; and nothing but the obſtructim 
"phlegm rattled in his throat. His -aſþe&, however, 
ole aff action incxpreſlible. With all the father, al 
"the huſband, ſtill living in his looks; he takes one 
more view of the dear creatures, whom he had often 
beheld with a paternal triumph. He turns his dyiny 
eyes on that beloved woman, whom he never beheld bu 
with a glow of delight. Fixed in this poſture, amidt 
ſmiles of love, and under a gleam of 11 the] 
Mine out their laſt. 

Upon this the filent ſorrow burſts into loud l. 
ments. They weep, and refute to be comforted : til 
ſome length of time had given vent to the excels d 
paſſion; and the conſolations of religion had ſtaunchel 
their bleedivg woes. Then, the afflicted family fear 
for the ſentence, which fell unfiniſhed from thoſe love 
ed, thoſe venerable, and pious lips. They find it re 

corded by the prophet Jeremiah, containing the di 
rection of infinite wiſdom, and the promiſe of d. 
mighty goodneſs ; Leave thy fatherleſs children : I uil 
preſerve them alive; and let thy widows truſt in me! 

— This, now, is the cemfert of their lite, and the jo 

of their heart. They treature it up, in their memo 

ries, as a moſt valuable legacy. They rely upon th 
as an inexhauflible fund, to ſupply all their necellitic 
and to infure the bleſÿung of tucceſs, on all their 

nel labours. Tbey are rich; ; they are Hapey 3 ; in thi 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. | 52 
reed pledge of the divine favour, They fear no evil; 
12 hey want no good; becauſe Gop is their guide, and 
Whcir guardian GoD. | 

5 | 


No ſooner turned from- one memento of my own, 
ad memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, a 5 
urd, a long ſucceſſion of thete melancholy monitors, 
Froud upon my fight *. — That which has fixed my 
bſervation, is one of a more grave and fable aſpect 


„ 


one, Who, or what is beneath its ſur face?“ 


. 1 
K 
£ 


am informed, he was once the owner of a conſider- 
ble eſtate; which was much improved by his own 
Boplication, and management; that he left the world 
In the bu/y period of life; advanced a little beyond the 
heridian.— Probably, replied my muſing mind, one 

pf thoſe indefatigable drudges, who riſe early; late 
Bike reſt 3 and cat the bread of carefulacſs; not to ſe. 


1 ture the loving-kindneis of the LoxD; not to make 
eoviſion for any reatonable neceſſity: but only to a- 
bel aſs together ten thoufand times more than they can 

* olſibly /. Did he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his 
_ ortune, and aggrandlzing his family? Did he not 
* purpoſe to join field to field, and add houſe to houſe; 


A bis pofſe/ions were almoſt as vaſt as his deſires ? 
That then he would + fit down, and enjoy what he 
ad acquired; breathe à while from his toillome pur- 
ſuit of things temporal, and, perhaps, think a little 

ff things eternal. | 
But ſee the fo/ly of worldly wiflom! How filly, how: 


"n nh, is the ſagacity of (what is called manly and 
n aſterly prudence; when it contrives more ſolicitoully - 
1816: . | | pe: 
r 0 0 lu rima mortis imago. . Virg. 

n 0008 + _- Har mente laborem © | Rn 


Seſe ferre, fencs ut in otia tuta recedant, : | | 
Aug, rum ſibi ſiut Conjeſta cibaria. . Hor. 


E 2 for 


_ 
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for TIME, than it provides for ETERNITY! 
How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe ſubtle heads z that 
weary themſelves, in concerting meaſures for /hadows 
of a day and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 
_- realities /—When every wheel moves on ſmoothly; 
when all the well-diſpoſed deſigns are ripening apace 
for execution; and the long- expected criſis of enjoy. 
1 ment ſeems to approach; behold ! Gop from on high 
E lavghs at the Babel builder; death touches the labour- 
3 ed bubble, and immediately it breaks. The cobweb, 
- -moſt-finely un indeed, but more eafrly difledged, is 
ſwept away in an inſtant; and all the abcrtive pr: j &s 
| are buried, in the ſame grave, with their prcj: &tor, 
3o true is that verdift, which the wiſdom from above 
pafles on thele ſucceſiſul unfortunates : ** They walk in 
* a vain ſhadow, and diiquiet themſelves in vain *. 
Speak, ye, that attended ſuch a one in his laſt mi- 
nutes; ye, that heard his expiring ſentiments ; did he 
$ not cry out in the language of diſappointed ſenſuality, 
ws - 4 O death! how terrible is thy approach, to a man 
12 eee that has devoted himſelf to the purſuit of pre/ent 


« ſatisfactions, and exerciſed no concern for the ne- Wtr 
„ yer-ending hereafter ! Where, alas ! is the profit, Wi 
„ where the comfort, of entering deep into the Hot 
„ knowledge, and of being dexterous in the diſpatch Wea 
of earthly affairs; fince 1 have, all the while, ne- {Wir 
4 glected the one thing needſul? O deſtructive mi. Wie 

« ftake! I have been attentive to every inferior inte. af 


« ret; I have laid myſelf out on the #rifles of a mo- 

« ment: but have difregarded heaven; have forgot 

« eternal ayes! Oh! that my days” Here, he 

was going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs wiſhes ; or to 

Form I know not what inefefual reſolutions. But, 2 

ſudden convulſion ſhook his nerves; diſabled bis 

tongue; and, in leſs than an hour, diflolved his 
e . th, 

May the children of this world be warned, by the dy- 

ing words of an unhappy brother ; and gather advan- WW * 


ed iz. „. „ 
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Wage from his misfortune. Why ſhould they pant with 
Wimpatient ardour, after white and yellow earth, as if 
che univerſe did not afford ſufficient for every one to 
take a little? Why ſhould they lade themſelves with 
thick clay, when they are to run for an incorruptible 
e crown, and preſs. towards the prize of their high 
e calling?“ Why ſhould they overload the veſſel, in 


* 


which their everlaſting A LL is embarked; or fill 
their arms with ſuperfluities, when they are to ſwim 
for their lives? Yet, fo prepoſterous is the conduct 
of thoſe perſons, who are all.indu/ry,- to heap up an 
abundance of the wealth which periſheth ; but are 
ſcarce ſo much as fazntly deſirous of being rich towards. 
EGoD; : | ws - 

O!] that we may walk from henceforth through all 
theſe glittering toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indifference, . 
lit not with a ſuperior diſdzin! Having enough for 
the conveniencies of life, let us only accommodate our- 
ſelves with things below, and lay up our treaſures in 
the regions above. — Whereas, if we indulge an an- 


nt ¶ rious concern, or laviſh an inordinate care, on any. 
e · ¶ tranſitory poſſeſſions, we ſhall rivet them to our affec- 
it, ¶ tion with to firm an union, that the utmoſt. /e,ity. 


he of pain muſt attend the ſeparating ſtroke, By ſuch an 
ch {eager attachment to what will certainly be raviſhed 
1e- from us, we ſhall only inſure to ourſelves accumula- 
ni · ¶ ted anguiſb againſt the agonizing hour: we ſhall plant, 
te. Naforehand, our dying pillow. with thorns *. | 


got SouE, I'perceive, arrived at :hreeſcore years and? 
he ten, be fore they made their exit: nay, ſome few ge- 
to Wligned not their breath, till they had numbered or- 
, 2 Wſcore revolving harveſts.— Theſe, I would hope, re- 
bis membered their Creator in the days of their youth; 
hs before their frength became labour and ſorrow z—be«- 
tore that low.cbb of languiſhing nature, when the keeps. 


ans Lean not on earth; "twill pierce thee to the: heart; 
A broken reed at beſt, but oft a tpear ; : | 
On its ſharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires, .- 


1 
1 x | 


ps 
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ers of the houſe tremble, and thoſe that lock out of the 
wind:ws are darkened : when even the lighting down 
of the graſbopper is a burden on the bending ſhoul- 
ders; and deſire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs, inactive, le. 
thargic ſoul: before thoſe. heavy hours come, and 
. thoſe tireſome moments draw nigh ; : in which there is 
too much reaſon to ſay, We Pave ng » pleaſure i in them; 
© no improvement from them.“ 
-; It their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil, how unfit 
muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to go 
to the market and buy f! For, beſides a variety of 
diſorders, ariſing from the enfeebled conſtitution; 
their corruptions muſt be ſurpriſingly ſtrengrhened, 
by ſuch a long courſe of irreligion. Evil habits muſt 
have fruck the deepeſt rot x muſt have fuiſled them- 
ſelves with every fbre of the heart; and be as tho- 
roughly ing) -ained in the diſpoſition, as the ſoot in the 
Etbiopian's complexion, or the ſpots in the leopard's 
- ſkin. If ſuch a 25 under ſuch diſadvantages, {ur- 
mounts all the difficulties that lie in his way to glory, 
it muſt be a great and mighty ſalvation indeed. If 
ſuch a one eſcapes deſtruction, and is ſaved at the laſt, 
it muſt, without all peradventure, be=-/9 as by fire g. 
| This i is the ſeaſon that ſtands in need of eanfort, 
and is very improper to enter upon the COnJRck. - 1 he 
huſbandman ſhould now be putting in his! fickle, or 
eating the fruit of his labours; not beginning to break 
up the ground, or - ſcatter che ſeed. Nothing, it'is 
true, is impoſfible with Gop: he ſaid, Let there be 
Hebt, and there was li2bt : inſtantaneous light, diffu- 
ſed, as quick as thought, through all the diſmal do- 
minion of primeval darkneſs. At his command, 3 
leproſy of the longett continuance, and utmoſt inve- 
teracy, departs in a moment. He can, in che greatucls 
„ Ecel. xii. 3- 5. 1 need not remind my reader; that by the js 
mer of thele figurative x pteſlions is lignified, the enervated ſtate of 
the bend and arms; by the later, the dimnc/s of the eyes, or the total 
tefs of „g: that, taken in connection with other parts of the chap- 
ter, they extybit, in a ſeries of elegant ſi ede a on of the 


ations infirmiltes which accompany od | 
+ Match. Av. 9. „„ Was. 


. 
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ok fuch inexpreſſible importance, to fo dreadful an un- 
Wcertainty. God may ſuſpend his power; may with, 
draw his help; ; may ſwear in his wrath, that {uch a- 


er his reſt.“ 


France of ſaints in light; and aſcertain your title to a 
Eſtate of immortal youth ; to à crown of eternal glory“. 


Eno longer wich the offers of this immenſe felicity: but 


commandments.“ While you are loitering in a gay 


7, {Wing you out for ſpeedy victims. Not long ago, I 
if happened to ſpy a thoughtleſs jay, I he poor bird 
+ Nas idly buſied in drefling his pretty plomes, or hop- 
1. {Wing carcleſsly from ſpray to ſpray, A ſportſman co» 
, wing by, oblerves the feathered rover. Immediately. 
he Nhe lifts the tube, and levels his blow. 1 Swikter than 


or Nrhirlwind flies the laden death; and in a moment, 
ak bays the ſilly creature, breathleſs on the ground. wie | 


Puch, ſuch may be the fate of the man, who has 
air oecalion of obtaining grace to-day, and „ 


alue, and a ueatiſe parkhentarly oppoſite to my ſubject, Dr L U- 
CAS inguiry after heppineſs? I hat part eſpecially, which diſplays. 
lie method, and enumerates the advantages, of improving life, or 
boing much in a little time. Chap. Mt p. 158, of the 6th) edit. 


fer- n author, in whom the gentleman, the ſcholar, and the Chriſtian, 
te of PPRe molt happily united. A performence, which, in point of fold 
total Wp'gument, unaffected picty, and a vein of thought amazingly. fer- 
-hap* 


ble, has pob ps, no ſuperior, —Nor can I wiſh my reader a fore 


the ]Wclined pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs; than that of ha- 


to the very texture of his heart. 


_— 


- 


3 of bis ſtrength. quicken, the wretch, that ks lain 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, not four days ouly, but 
our /core gears. — Yet truſt not, O.trult not, a point 


Ari of his n ſhall * never enter into 

Fe therefore, chat are vigorous in health, my blooms | 
Wine in years, improve the precious opportunity.” Im- 
prove your golden hours, to the nobleſt of all pur- 
poſes: ſuch as may render you meet, for the inheri- 
——8tand not all the prime of your day, idle: lex 


make hafle, and delay nct the time, to keep GoD's. j 


gen ſibility, death may be bending his bow, and mark- 


uy poſtpones the improvement of it, till to-morrow. 


May I be permitted to recommend, as a treafure of W d 


ing the ſentiments of this entertaining and e writer, wo ve N 
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Te may be cut off in the midſt of his folly, and 
ruined for ever, while he is dreaming of being wiſe 
r [8 % | 
| So MR, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, 
Full of piety, and full of days ; © as a ſhock of corn, 
«. ripe with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, 
4 in his ſeaſon®.” Theſe were children of light, 
and wiſe in their generation; wiſe towards Gop; wife 
for their moſt important concerns; and wiſe for that 
bliſsful eternity, they now inherit. Rich allo they 
were, more honourably and permanently rich, than 
all the votaries of mammon. The wealth of the onz 
has made itſelf wings, and is irrecoverably gone; while 
- the wretched acquirers are tranſmitted to that place 
of penury and pain; where, not ſo much as one drop. 
of water is allowed, to cool their ſcorched tongues, 
Whereas the ſtores of the other ſtil abide with them; 
will never-depart from them; but make them glad for 
ever and ever, in the city of their Gop. Their trea- 
ſures were ſuch, as no created power could take away ; 
ſuch as none but infinite beneficence can beſtow: ; and: 
(oh! comfortable to conſider!) ſuch as I, and every: 
= indigent longing ſinner, may obtain; treaſures of 
beavenly knowledge, and faving faith; treaſures of a- 
toning blood, and imputed righteouſneſs. _ 
Here Þ lie. their. bodies, in e 
. WL - E 8 


ae. 26. | 5 8 
| 5 7 Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes within the: 
church, and ezclaim agzinſt it, as a very great improprieiy and ind. 
cency © but this, 1 imagine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miſteles 
delicacy. Let proper care be taken to ſecure from injury the founder 
tions of the building, and to prevent the exhalation ob any noxious of 
fu via, from the putrefying fleſh ; and 1 cannot diſcover any incon- 
veniencies attending this practice. | | 
I! be notion, that noiſome carcaſes (as they are called) are ve) 
pnbecoming'a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, ſeems to be 
founded on an antiquated Fewiſy canon; whereby it was declared, 
chat a dead body imparted dcfilement to the perſon who touched it; 
Li did polluted the ſpot where it was lodged. On which account, the 
Feu, were ſcrupulouſly careful, to have their ſepulchres built at 4 
432 . Ciſtance from their houſes ; and made it a point of conſcience, 1 


"on 
vs LO * : 
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MA . 


to ſuffer any cemeteries to ſubſiſt in the city, But as this was a fte 
5 purely ceremonial, it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the goſpel 


* 
7 
y 


2 


diſpenſation. 


ET 


© [canvot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian economy, 
there is a propriety aud uſefulneſs in the cuſtom. —U;efulneſs, be- 
= cauſe it muſt render our ſolemn aſſemblies more venerable and aw- 
ful. For, when we walk over the duſt of our friends, or kneel up- 
on the aſhes of our relations; this awakening circumſtance muſt 
© ſtrike a lively impreſſion of our own mortality. And what conſider- 
ation can be more effectual, to make us ſerious and attentive in 
© heariety, earncſt and importunate in praying ?—As fot the fitneſs of 


© edifices They are ſet Apart for God; not only to receive his wor- 
© ſhippers, but to preſerve the furniture tor holy miniſtrations, and 
what is, in a peculiar manner, appropriated to the divine Majeſty, 
Aud are nut the b: dies of the ſaints the Almighty's property? Were 
they not on:e the objects of his fender love? Are they not fill the 
objects of his ſpecial care? Has he not given commandment con- 
| cerning the bones of his cleft ; and charged the ocean, and injoined 
the grave, to keep them till that dy? Are they not precious in his 
eſteem? So precious, that when mountains, bright with gems, or 
rich with mines, are abandoned to the devouring flames; the/e ſhall 
be reſcued from the fiery ruin; the/e ſhall be tranſlated into Jem 0+ 
vAE's kingdom; ang conjointly with the ſoul, made his jewels,” 


the firmament, and as the ſtars fur ever and ever. 
Is not CHRIST the LORD of our bidies? Are they not 
bought with a price? bought, not with corruptible things, filver 


and gold, but with his divine blocd. And if the bleſſed Feſtus pure © 


chaſed the redemption ef our bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a ratez 
can it enter into our hearts to con:eive, that he ſhould diſlike to 
have them repoſed under his own habitation ;'————Once more; 
Are not the bodies of the faithful temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? and is 
there not, upon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propricty, rather than 
the leaſt indeco um, in remitting theic temples of fleſh to the temples 
made with hands? They are veſſels of honour ; inſtruments of righ- 
teouſneſs ; and even when broken by death, like the fragments of a 
golden bowl, are valuable, are worthy go be laid up ia the ſaſeſt, 
moſt honourable repoſitories. | > 
Upon the whole, fince the Lord Jefus has purchaſed them, at the 
peng of his blood; aud the bleſſcd Spirit has honoured them 


f the adorable Trinity. and undoubted heirs of a glorious immor- 
ality : why ſhould it be thought a thing improper, to admit them 
d a tranfent teſt in their heavenly Father's houſe ? Why may they 
Iot lie down and ſlcep in the outer courts, ſince they are ſoon to be 
roduced into the iam manſions of everlaſting honour and joy? 


po 57 
Lt and quiet reſting-places.” Here they have thrown 
off every burden, and are eſcaped from every ſnare. 


* 


= 
7 


the uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to the deſign of thoſe ſacred 


made his peculiar tteaſure;“ made to ſhine as the briglitneſs of 


with his indwelling prefeace ; ſince they are right dear in the fight 
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58 MEDITATIONS 

The head aches no ate; the eye forgets to weep 
the fleſh is no longer racked with acute, nor pines away 
under /ingering diſtempers. Here they receive a final 
releaſe from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from 
ſorrow. Here, danger never threatens them, with her 
terrifying alarms; but tranguillity ſoftens their couch, 
and /afety guards their repoſe. Reſt then, ye 
precious relics, within this hoſpitable gloom; reft in 
gentle ſlumbers, till the laſt trumpet fhall give the 
welcome ſignal, and ſound alond through all your ſi. 
lent manſions, *© Ariſe, ſhine ; for your light is come, 

« and the glory of the Lokb is riſen upon you.” * 
Io theſe, how calm was the evening of life! 
+ In what a ſmiling ſerenity did their ſun go down! 
When their fl:th and their heart failed, how 
reviving was the remembrance of an all-ſuffi. 
"cient Redeemer; once dying for their fins, now 
riſen again for their juſtification! How chearing the 
. well-grounded hope of pardon for their tranſgreffions, 
and peace with Gop, through JESUS CHRISY our 
Lord! How did this aſſuage the agonies, and fwerten 
the bitterneſs of death! — Where now is wealth, with 
all her golden mountains? Where is h5nour, with her 
proud trophies of renown? Where are all the vain 
IF pomps of à deluded world? Can they adminiſter any 
—_ ſupport in this laſt extremity? Can they compoſe the 
gh affrighted thoughts, or buoy up the departing ſoul, 
amidſt all the pangs of diſſolution ?—The followers of 
the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, even at their 
laſt gaſp. * Gop's everlaſting arms are underneath #" 
their fainting heads. His Spirit whiſpers peace and 
conſolation to. their conſciences. In the ſtrength 
of theſe heavenly ſuccours, they quit the field of bat. 
tle, not captives, but conquerors z with “ hopes full of 

immortality.“ 1 N 

And now they are gone. — The ftruggles of reluctant 
nature are over. The body {Leps in death; the ſoul 
_*Jaunches into the inviſeble flate. But who can 


® II. Ir. . ; + Deut. xxxiii. 27. 
8 


imagine 


1 imagine che delightful ſurpriſe, when they find themſelves 
ſurrounded by guardian angels, iaſtead of weeping 
: friends ? How ſecurely do they wing their way, and 


. loſt. 


i ange of malignant beings 1 They arrive on the fron- 


i 
. 
> . ; 
: 


3 and beſpeaks their admiſſion : Lift up your heads, 6 
f « ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting GODEhs | 
© © that the heirs of glory may enter in.“ 


© & righteous ; 
and receiyed into a paradiſe of delights ! eſcaped from 


ther. 
| ny of anpels, and rejoice around the throne of the 
Lamb; rcoice in the fruition of preſent felicity, and 
in the aſſured expefation of an inconceivable addition 
to their bli:s; when “ Gop ſhall call the heavens 


| © from above, and the ear th, that he may judge his 
% people.“ 


N . WW 
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paſs through-unknown worlds, under the conduct of 
thoſe celeſtial guides The vale ef tears is quite 
Farewell, for ever, the realms of woe, and 


| tiers of inexpreſſible felicity. T1 hey © are come to the 
« city of the living Gop:“ while a voice ſweeter 
than mulic in her ſofteſt ae ſweet as the harmo- 
ny of hymning ſeraphim; congratulates their arrival, 


Here then let us leave © the ſpirits and ſouls of the 
” eſcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, 


the terviforics of diſquietude and ſettled in regions of 
unmoleſted ſecurity * ! Here they fit down with A. 
braham, {jaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Fa- 
Here they mingle with an innumerable compas- 


4% Fools ieee their life-madneſs, and their N | 


to be without honour: but they are numbered 
e among the children of God, and their lot, their 


« diſtinguiſhed and eternal lot, is among the ſaints + 1” 
However, therefore, an undiſcerning world may de- 


* Senece's reflections 8 the happy ſtate of holy ſouls, deli ver- 
ed from the burden of the fleſh, are truly admirable In hoc tam 
procelloſo, & in omnes tempeſtates expoſi to navigantibus mari, nullus pore 
tus, niſi mortis eff. Ne itague invideris fratri ius; quieſcit. Tandem 
liber, tendem tutus, tandem æter nus eſt. Fruilur nunc aperio & libero 
cela, ex humili et depreſſo in eum emicuit locum, qui ſolutas vinculas ani- 
mas beato recipit ſinu; el nunc omnia rerum natura bona cum ſumma vo- 
luptate precipit. Scn. ad Polyb. 


T Wild. v. 4. 5. | 
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- *ſbdife, and a profane world vilify, the truly religious; 
be this the ſupreme, the invariable defire of my heart! 
« Let me live the life, and die the death of the rizh. 


& teous. Oh! let my Bauer end, and future ſtate, be 
2 like i 


WU Ar figure | is that which ſtrikes my eye from a 
eminent part of the wall ? It is not only placed in a 
more elevated fituation than the reſt, but carries x 
more ſplendid and ſumptuous air than ordinary, 

Swords and ſpears, . wureering engines, and inſtru- 
ments of ſlaughter, adorn.the ſtone with a formidable 
ce. proves to be the monument of a noble 
warrioure. 
i uch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of 
. this brave /oldier, for Gacrificidg his life to the pubhi 
geo? — Then, what honours, what immortal honoury, 
are due to the great Captain of our ſalvation | who, 
though Lord of the angelic legions; and ſupreme 
Commander of all the heavenly hots; willin gly offer · 
bed himſelf a bleeding propitiation for 1 nners ! 
The one dicd, beiug a mortal; and only yielded up 

A life that was, long before, torteited to divine Juſtice; 
which muſt ſoon have been ſurrendered as à debt 6 

nature, if it had not fallen as a prey to war. —but 

*Car1sT took fleſh, and gave up the ghoſt, thou h he 

was the great I. 4 M; the fountain of exiſtence, 

who calls happineis and immortality all his own, He 
who thought, it no robbery to be equal with Cod; bt, 

-whoſe- outgoings were from everlaſting ; even he, wa 

made in the /keneſs of man, and cut off out of the land 

of the living. Wonder, O heavens! be aſtoniſhed, 

O earth | He died the death of whom it is witnellcd, 

"that he is the true Gop, and eternal life *.“ 

The one expoſed himſelt to peril in the fervice of his 
ſovereign, and his country ; which, though it wi 
glorious to do, yet would have been ignominious, it 
ch circumſtances, to have declined, But Oni 
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ox the field, though he was the Bed and o Po- 
entate the KinG of kings, and Lorp of lords. 
ECaur1sr took the field, though he was /ure to drop in 
Nhe t eagagement; and put on the harneſs, though he 
EZ); w before-hand, it muſt ret with his blood. 
EPrince of heaven reſigned his royal perſon, not barely 
Eo the hazard, but to the inevitable troke ; to death, 
5 ertain in its approach, and armed with all its hor- 
rors.— And for whim? Not for thoſe wh'> were 
zn any degree deſerving ; but for his 9wn di/obebent 
Erreatures ; for the pardon of condemned malefctors; 
for a band of rebels, a race of traitors, the moſt 
Pobnoxions and inc xcuſable of all criminals, whom he 
might have left to periſh in their iniquuies, without 
the leaſt impeachnent of his goodneſs; nay, to the 
advantageous d:/play of his avengin? juſtice. - 2 
he one, it is probable, died expeditiouſly: was 
ſoon wounded, and ſoon fliin: a buil-t, lodged in 
his heart, a ſword, thzathed in his breaſt, or a bat-_ 
Wic-axe, cleaving the brain, might put a ſpeedy end to 
Ehis miſery 3 ditpatch him “ as in a moment.“ 
Whereas, the divine R decmer expired in tedious and 


1 l 


Juf-rings, what a load of forrows overwhelmed his 
Wicred humanity ! till the intolerable preſſure wrung 


AMONG THE TOMBS. &6r 


That 


protracted /orments. His pangs were as lingering, as 
they were exquijite, Even in the prelude to his laſt 


blood, inſtead of ſwear, from every pore; till the 
3 rimſon- flood bathed his body, ſtained all his rai- 
ment, and tinged the very ſtones, —— But, when 
the laſt ſcene of the tragedy commenced; when the 
Executioner's hammer had nailed him to the croſs; 
Oh! how many diſmal hours did that amiable and 
dluſtrious ſufferer bang, a fpectacle of woe to Gor, 
o angels, and to men: his temples mangled with the 
thorny crown: his hands and feet cleft with the rug- 
ged irons; his 'fleſh covered with wounds, ſmarting 
nd agonizing in every vein; and his ſoul, his ver 

dul, pierced with pangs of unutterable diſtreſs} 80 
og he hung, that nature, through all her domi- 


Mons, was thrown into ſympathizing commotions. 
Vol. I, ; F : 8 | | | 
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The earth could no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarout 
indignities, without trembling ; nor the /un behold 
them, without horror. Nay, fo long did he hang 
in this extremity of torture, that the alarm reached 
even the remote regions of the dead, — Never, 0 


* ; 
ATIONS- 


© 


my ſoul, never forget the amazing truth: The Lamb 
of Gop was worried, was {}1iughtered with the utmoſt 
inhumanity, and endured death, in all its bitterneſs, 
for thee. His murderers, ſtudiovuſly cruel, ſo gui- 
ded the fatal cup, that he taſted every drop of its pall, 
before he drank it off to the very dregs. 
Once again; The one died like a hero, and fell gal. 


- lantly in the field of battle. —— But died not CHRIST 


c ag a fool dieth*?” Not on the bed of honour, with 
ſcares of glory in his breaſt ; but, like ſome execrable 
miſcreant, on à gibbet; with laſhes of the vile ſcourge 


on his back. Yes, the bleſſed IEsVs bowed his ex. 


piring head on the accur/ed tree, and poured out his 


| foul betwixt two infamous felons ; ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, as an outca/t from both, and un 


worthy of either. 
Oh ! what ſuitable returns, of inflamed and ado- 


ring devotion, can we make to the Hely One of Gen, 


thus dying, that we might live? dying in 7gnominy 
and anguiſh, that we might live for ever in the height: 
of joy, and fit for ever on Zhrones of glory.—Al! 


it is not in us, impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be 


duly thankful. He only, who confers ſuch incon- 


ccivably rich favours, can enkindle a proper warmth 
of grateful affection. Then build thyſelf a monk 


ment, moſt gracious Immanuel, build thy ſelf an ever. 


laſting monument of gratitude in our ſouls. Inſcribe 


the memory of thy matchleſs beneficence, not with 


int and pen, but with that precious blond, whid 


gulhed from thy ſtreaming veins. Engrave it, no 
with the hammer and chizel, but with that ſharpene 
ſpear, which pierced thy blefled fide. Let it land 
conſpicuous and indelible, not on outward Zables « 
fene, but on the very inmoſt tables of our hearts. 


” 2 Sam. il. 3 3. . 2 Oo 
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W to this entombed warriour, and his garnithed ſepul- 
chre. How racan are thete oſtentatious methods of 
bribing the vote of fame, and purchaſing a little poſt- 
humous renown ! What a poor ſubſtitute for a ſet 
of memorable ations, is poliſbed alabaſter, or the mi- 
micry of ſculptured marble! The real excellency of 
E this “bleeding patriot is written on the minds of his 
countrymen: it would be remèmbered with applauſe, 
© ſo long as the nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial 
© expedient to perpetuate it. And ſuch, /uch is the 
monument I would with for my/z/f, Let me leave a 
memorial in the breaſts of my tellow-creatures, Let 
1 WW furviving friends bear witnels, that I have not lived 
eto myſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in 
e my generation. O! let an uninterrupted feries of 
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of my acquaintance the plate, that exhibits it. 
| Let the poor, as they pals by my grave, point at 
the little {pot, and thavkfully acknowledge, There 


10 


derly viſited my languiſhing bed, and readily ſup- 
« plied my indigent circumſtances. How often were 
“ his counſels a guide to my perplexed thoughts, 
* and a cordial to my dejected ſpirit! It is owing to 

be“ Gop's bleſſing on his ſeaſonable charities, and 


wiki * Sir Bevi! Granville, fliin in the civil wars, at an engagement 
with the rebels.—It may poſſibly be ſome entertainment to the 
reader, to ſubjoin Sir Bevil's character, as it is drawn by that 
eclebrated pen, which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe unfortunate times. 
, That which would have clouded any victory, ſays the noble 
* hiſtorian, aud made the loſs of others leſs ſpoken of, was the 
death of Sir Bevil Granville. He was indeed an excellent perſan, 
ic 2 . . a 2 
„ Whoſe activity. intereſt, and reputation, were the foun ation of 
what had been done in Corawill ; his temper and affections fo 
public, that no accident which happened could make any im- 
breſſion upon him: and his example kept others from taking any 
thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming to do ſo. In a word, a brighter 
courage, and a gentler diſpoſition, were never married together, 
io make the moſt chearful and innocent converſation.” 


F 2 


«+. prudent; 


Clar. Hit. Reb. Vol. ; 6 0 . 


One thing more let me obſerve, before I bid adieu 


beneficent «offices be the inſcription, and the beſt intereſts ' 


lies the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the 
conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; who ten- 


x 
* 
* 
% 
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s prudent conſolations; that I now live, and live i 
*« comfort.“ Let a perſon, once ignorant an 
ungedliy, lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſay within 
himſelf, as he walks over my bones, Here are the 
laſt remains of that ſincere friend, who watched fy 
& my /cul. I can never forget, with what a heecle( 
4% gaicty I was poſting on in the paths of perditicn; 
and I tremble to think, into what irretrieviable ruin 
I wiphr quickly have been plunged, had not his 
« faithful acmonitiors arrcſted me in the wild career, 
I was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, and 
unconcerned abcut its unſearchabie treaiures : but 
« now cnlizhtcncd by his %%% rudtive converſation, | 
6. {ce the all-ſufficiency of my Savicur z and animated 
by his repeated exhortations. | count all things but 
i. © Jeſs, that 1 mey win CHRIST. Mcethiicks, his 
& diſcourſes, feaiuncd with religion, and bleficd by 
6 grace, ſtill tingle in my cars; are {till warm on nj 
6 heart; and] truſt, will be more and more oper. 
tive, till we meet each other in the boute not made 
«© with hands, eternal in the heavens.”. 
But the only infallible way of immertalizing tat 
characters, a May equally open to the meaneſt, and 
4 moſt exalted for tune, is, To make our calling and 
—_  %-< clcction fure;” to gain ſome ſweet evidence, that 
=_ ovur names are written in heaven. Then, however 
they may be diſregarded or forgotten among men; 
they will not fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance 
before the Lox D.—— This is, of all diſtinctions, fat 
the nobleſt: this will iſſue in never-dying pcnov, 
Ambition, be this thy object, and every page of {crip 
ture will / anctih thy paſicn 3 even grace itſclf will Hal 
thy flame, —Every earthly memorial will ſhortly de 
- obliterated; The tongue of thoſe, whoſe happinch 
we have zealouſly promoted, muſt ſoon be ſilent u 
the coffin. Characters cut with a pen of iron, and 
committed to the ſolid rock, will ere long ceale to be 
legible *. But as many as are inrolled “ in the Lambs 
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W book of life,” he himſelf declares, ſhall never be 
I blotted out from thoſe annals of eternity f. When 
5 a flight of years has mouldered the triumphal colum: 
iato duſt: when the brazen ſtatue periſhes, under the. 
4 corroding hand of time: tho/e h5nours ſtill continue; 


@ Kill are blooming and incorruptible, in the world of 


Make the extended ties your tomb; 
Let flars record your worth: 

Yet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As nature's /icklieft birth. 


Would bounteous Heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
I frame a nobler choice: * 
Nor, living, wiſh.the pompous pile; 

Nor, dead, regret the loſs. 


In thy fair book of life divine, 
My Gop, inſcribe my name: 
There let it fill ſome humble place, 
Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy ſaints, while ages roll away, 
In endleſs fame ſurvive; 
Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time, 
Greatly triumphant, live. 


YoNDER entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the vaulF;. 
Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the habita-- - 
tion, and its tenants, ——The ſullen door grates upon 
its hinges: not uſed to receive many viſitants, it ad- 

mits me with reluctance and murmurs. —— What 
meaneth this ſudden trepidation; while I deſcend the 
ſteps, and am viſiting the pale nations of the dead? 
he compoſed, my ſpirits; there is nothing to fear, 
in theſe quiet chambers: Here, even the. wicked 
ceale from troubling,” ? 

Good heavens !' what a ſolemn ſcene !' how diſmal: - 
the gloom! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night e- 
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6 MEDITATIONS. 
ven at noon-day,— How doleful the /olitude ! Not 
one trace of chearful ſociety ; but ſorrow and terror 
- ſeem to have made this their dreaded. abode, —— 


Hark! how the hollow dome reſounds at every tread, 
The echoes, that long have flept are awakened, and 
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whiſper along the walls. 1 
A beam or two finds its way through the grates ; Wi 
and reflects a feeble glimmer from the nails of the 
F coffins : ſo many of thole ſad ſpectacles half concealed Mitt 
in ſhades; half ſcen dimly by the baleful twilight ; add 
a deeper horror to theſe gloomy marifions.-—l pore i 
upon the #n/criptions, and am juſt able to pick out, 
that theſe are the remains of the rich and renowned, MM 


No vulgar dead are depoſited here. The Mo Illuſtriaus, 
and Right Honourable, have claimed this for their 1: MW 
retreat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhi. 
dowy pre-eminence. They lie, ranged in mournful 
order, and in a fort of ſilent pomp, under the arches 

of an ample ſepulchre : while meaner corpſes, without 
much ceremony, © go down to the ſtones of the pit.“ 

My apprehenfions recover from their ſurpriſe: | 

find: here are no phantoms but ſuch as fear raifes. —- 
However, it ſtill amez-s me, to obſerve the wonders 
of this nether world, Thoſe, who received vaſt reve: 
Fes ; and called whole lordthips their own; are here 
reduced to a few fheets of lead. Rooms of tate, and 
ſumptuous furniture, are reſigned; for no other or. 
nament than the /broud, for no other apartment than 
the darkſome niche. No ſplendid retinue attends this 
ſiolitary dwelling : the lordly equipage hovers no long: 
1 e about the Ufeleſs maſter; nothing but the ſable 
Fuanners, which ſeem to be diſplayed in triumph, over 
a proſtrate captive; or a duſty /fatzue, which, while 
the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculptors 
Hand has taught to weep, Inſtead of the ſtar, that 
"blazed upon the breaſt z or coronet, that glittcred 


round the temples ; the only rt mains of departed dig: 
nity are, the weather · beaten atchievement, and tatter. 
00 geut clean. Thole, who gloried in mw born 


 anceliory 
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4 anceftors *, and noble pedigree, here drop their lofty 
$ pretenſions. They acknowledge kindred with creep» 
Wing things, and quarter arms with the meaneſt rep> * 
Jules. They lay to corruption, Thou art my father 
; % and to the worm, Thou art my mother. and 
% my ſiſter.” O mortifying truth | infficient, one 
Would think, to wean the moſt ſanguine appetite 
from this tranſitory ſtate of thingsz from its fickly 

ſalisfactions, its fading glories, its vaniſhing treaſures. 


For now, ye lying vanities of life! 
Ye ever-tempting, ever- cheating train! 7 
Where are ye now ? And what is your amount; 


What is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs be. 
Þ ings ?— What are their pleaſures ? A bubble broke. 
What their Hon“, A dream that is forgotten. 
Wat the ſum- total of their enjoyments below! Once, 
perhaps, it appeared, to inexpcrienced and fond defire, 
omething confiderable: but now death has mcaſured 
it with his line, and weighed It in his fcale, what is the 
Yupſhor ? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan; lighter 
Ethan the dancing ſpark; and driven * like the diſ- 
ö olving ſmoke, 

Indulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recolle& all. * 
| the gay things, that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and 
Fiaveigle thy aff-Glions.” Here, examine thoſe baits. 

: Inſe: here, form an eſtimate of their real walue, 
an Suppoſe thyſelf £7 among the favourites. of fortune: 
his who revel in the lap of pleaſure, who ſhine in robes. 
ng- of honour 3 and ſwim in tides of incxhauſted riches: ; 
ble et, bow ſoon would the paſſing- bell proclaim thy 
ver exit! And when once that iron call has ſummoned 
tile Wihee to thy future reckoning, where would all theſe 
or's MWgratifications be? At that period, how will all the 
hat Wpageautry of the moſt affluent, doupetuen, or lane 
red 0 
dig Rar Lies THR Gazat—Falfc marble —Where? 
ter: Nothing but poor and ſordid. duſt lies here. oO” 2 
Co WILET. 
oro + Tonis. Winter, lin. 210. laſt. edit. . 


0 MEDITATIONS 
rious circumſtances, vaniſh. into empty air! And h 
this a happinels ſo- paſſionately to be covered ? 
I thank you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and mag. 
nificent names: ye have taught me more of the little. 
neſs of the world, than all the volumes of my library, 
Your nobility arrayed in a winding-/beet, your gran. 
deur mouldering in an urn, are the moſt invincible 
proofs, of the not hingneſs of created things. Never, 
ſurely, did Providence write this important point 
in ſuch legible characters, as in the aſhes of My Lord. 
or on the corpſe of His Grace x. Let others, if 
they pleaſe, pay their obſequious court to your wealthy 
ſons; and ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly ſue, for pre. 
ferments : my thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive 
contemplation, to the ſepulchres of their fires ; and 
learn, from their ſleeping duſt,—to moderate my ex- 
pectations from mortals; to ſtand. diſengaged from 
every undue attachment to the little intereſts of time; 
to get above the deluſive amuſements of honour; the 
_ gaudy zinſels of wealth; and all the empty /badaws o 
a periſhing world. e 


Harx | What a ſound is that? In ſuch a Gtus 


tion every noiſe alarms.— Solemn and ſlow, it breaks 


again upon the filent air. It is the ſtriking of tit 
elack : deſigned, one would imagine, to ratity all my 
- - ſerious meditations, Methinks, it /ays. Amen, and lets 
a ſeal to every improving hint. It tells me, That an- 
other portion of my appointed time is elapſed. One 
calls it, The knell of my departed hours.” Its 
the watch-word to vigilance and activity. It cries, in 
the ear of reaſon, ** Redeem the time. Catch the 
„ favourable gales of opportunity : Oh! catch them, 
„ while they breathe; before they are irrecoverably 
© loſt. The. ſpan of life Thortens continually. 'Thy 
& minutes are all upon the wing, and haſtening to be 
« gone. Thou art a borderer upon eternity; and ma- 
king inceflant advances to the ſtate thou art con 
Mors ſola fatetur- | g | 
Quantula ſint. bominum cor puſcula. — Jus. 
1 | _ © templatings. 


p—— — 


* 


Wee templating.“— O! may the admonition ſink deep 
Wijato an attentive and obedient mind! May it teach me 


mat heavenly arithmetic, of “ numbering my days, 
„and applying my heart unto wiſdom !” BY 
„I have often walked beneath the impending pro- 
„ montory's craggy cliff; I have often trode the vaſt 
e ſpaces of the lonely de/art ; and penetrated the inmoſt 
„ ᷑receſſes of the dreary cavern : but never, never be- 
WW held nature louring with io #remendous a form; never 
1 felt ſuch impreſſions of awe ſtriking cold on my heart; 
] 


Was under theie black-brow'd arches, amidit theſe 
Emouldy walls, and turrounded by ſuch ruetul objects; 


& where melancholy, deep:ſt melancholy, tor ever 
ve WW ſpreads her raven-wings.— Let me now emerge from 
d 


the damp and dread ful obſcurity.— Farewell, ye ſeats 
Jof deſolation, and ſhades of death! — Gladly 1 re- 


20 {Wvilit the realms of day, 
iy Os” Ke ng 3 93 
be HavixG caſt a ſuperficial view upon theſe recep- 


|tacles of the dead; curioſity prompts my inquiry to 


[the covering of the tomb; could we fee what thofe 
u} Ware now, who once were mortals :!—Oan ! how would 
aks Wit ſurpriſe and grieve us| Surpriſe us, to behold the 


my very individual; grieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour 
let done to our nature in gencral, within theſe ſubterras 
an-Wncous lodgments | 5 34-08 

One H-re, the ſweet and winning aſpect, that wore per- 
It sWpetually an attractive ſmile, grins horribly, a niked, 
„ 0 Wobaſtly (kull.—The eye, that outſhone the diamond's 


theWluſtre; and glanced her lovely lightning into the moſt. Z 


cm Wouarded heart: alas! where is it? Where ſhall we 


ab find the rolling ſparkler? How are all thoſe radiant + 


ThyMtlories totally, totally eclig/ed !—— The tongue, that 
o VefWonce commanded all the charms of harmony, and all 
the powers. of cloquence, in this ſtrange land has 


pw ot per/uzſion which carried captive our judg. 
_—_—_ ments 2 
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ba more intimate ſurvey. And could we draw back 


tx prodigious transformation, that has taken place on e- 


forgot its cunning.” Where are now thoſe „rains 
df melody) Which raviſhed our ears? Where is that 
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»* MEDITATIONS 


ments? The great maſter of language, and of ſon; Wi 
zs become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him, —. 
The pampered ſleſb, ſo lately cloathed in purple, an 
fine linen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! i 

There was a time, when the ?#imoronu/ly nice creatur: 
would icarce © * adventure to ſet a foot upon th 
« ground, for delicatenels and tenderneſs ;? but 5 
now enwrapped in clammy earth, and ſleeps on ng 
ſofter a pillow than the ragged gravel-ftones.— Here, 
« the frong men bow themiclves :” the nervous arm 
unſtrung; the brawny ſineus are relaxed; the lin, 
not long agonhe ſeats of vigour and activity, lie down 
motionleſs ; and the bones, which were as bars of ir, 
are crumbled into d. 

Hlere, the man of buſineſs forgets all his favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit of gain. Here 
is a total ſtand to the circulation of merchandiſe, ant 
the hurry of trade. In theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in 
the building of Sclomon's temple, is heard no found of 
the hammer and axe. The winding-ſheet, and thi 
fol, are the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices; 
% Hitherto may they go, but no farther.“— Here, 
the ens of pleaſure take a final farewell of their deu 
_ delights. No more is the ſenſualiſt anointed with ol, 
or crowned with roſe-buds: he chants no more to thi 
melody of the viol; nor revels any longer at the bane 
quet of wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and del. 
cious treats, the poor voluptuary is himſelf a feaſt for 
Fattened inſects; the reptile riots in his fleſh ; © the 
$ worm feeds tweetly on him - Here alſo, beauty 
fails; bright beauty drops her luſtre here, Oh |! hoy 
her roſes fade, and her lilies languiſh, in this ble 
ſoil! How does the grand leveller pour contempt up: 
on the charmer of our hearts! How turn to detoral 
ty what captivated the world before | 
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Coup the lover have a fight of his once inchant 
ing fair one; what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment woul 
„ Deut. xxviii. 56. | 
© WF Job. xxiv. 20. . 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 


eie him! Is this the object I not long ago 
ſo paſſionately admired? I ſaid, ſhe was divinely 
BY /air; and thought her more than mortal. Her 
“form was /pmmetry itſelf ; every elegance breathed 
F e in her air; and all the graces waited on ber mo- 
F # tions. It was mu/ic when ſhe ſpoke: but when 
1 „ ſhe ſpoke encouragement, it was little leſs than rap- 
ture. How my heart danced to thoſe charming ac- 
cents I And can that, which, ſome weeks ago, 
EX was to admiration lovely, be now fo inſufferably 
BB lthſome !? — Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks 3 
where the coral lips; where that ivory neck, on 
E EF hich the curling jet, in ſuch gloſſy ringlets, flow- 
„ed; with a thowiand other beauties of perſon, and 
5 b ten thouſand delicacies of action 7 Amazing, 
1 # diſtracting alteration I- Fondly I gazed upon the 
„ glittering meteor; it ſhone br . e and I miſtook 
; eit for a Aar, for a permanent and ſubſtantial good. 
| But how is it fallen! fallen from an orb, not its 
4 own! and ell that I can trace on earth, is but a 
. putrid maſs.” 
g Lie poor Florella ! lie deep, as thou doſt, in 1 
darkneſs. Let night, with her impenetrab} ſhades, 
Balways conceal thee. Thy dwelling agrees With thy 
condition. Let no prying eye be witneſs to thy dif- 
ace; but let thy ſurviving.ſi ters think upon thy ſtate, 
hen they contemplate the ide in the glaſs, When 
The pleaſing image riſes grace fully to view, ſurrounded 


wet vith a world of charms ! and fluſhed with joy at the 
uh conſciouſneſs of them all :—then, in thoſe minutes of 
hort temptation and danger, when vanity uſes to ſteal into 
leihe thoughts :—then, let them remember what a veil 
ug of horror is drawn over a ace ; that was once beautiful 
rm and brilliant as theirs. 


Such a ſeaſonable reflection, 


more earneſt ſolicitude to poliſſñ the jewel, than to 
Aan. 


cul Quo fugit Vends ? Heu! Shove color ? ems: 
Wo motus? Did bubet illius, illius, 
Dux ſpurabat ammes,” 


uc me jur puerat mihi 


> 


fant 


It 


might regulate the labours of the toilet; and create a 
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-_ - tinually into-richer beauties, and flouriſh even in the 
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Vinter age. But the moſt incomparable recom. WW 


— 


mall make me a/bamed to pay my devotion, to a ſhrine 

"ot periſhing fleth ; and a/ raid, to expect all my happi. 
| - nels, from fo brittle a joy. It ſhall teach me, not to 
think too highly of well-proportioned clay; though 
formed in the. moſt elegant mould, and animated 


ciate their charms ?—Quite the reverſe: it would 


features; and heighten the lovelineſs of every other 
engaging accomplithment.—And what is yet a more 


 geruſalem, 


crowning gift; to be received with gratitude, and 
_-., *heriſhed with love, as a moſt valuible % ng: not 
- worſhipped with the incenſe of fattery, and tjrains of 
fultome adoration as a goddeſs.—lt will cure, I truſt, 
the detage of my eyes; and incline me always to pre 


*®. 


MIDI ATI 0 NS 5 
varniſh the caſtet. It might then become their high . 
eſt ambition, to have the mind decked with divine ot 
virtues; and dreſſed after the amiable pattern of their Mac 
Redeemer's holineſs. | 8 r 

And would this prejudiſe their perſons, or depre. 


ſpread a ſort of heavenly glory, over the fineſt /et f 7 


inviting conſideration ; the'e flowers would not wither 
with nature, nor be farniſbed by time; but open con- 


mendation ot theſe noble qualities is, that, from their 
hallowed re/ics, as from the fragrant aſh-s of the 
phenix, will ere long ariſe an illuſtrious form ; bright 
as the wings of angels; laſting as the light of the ney 


For my part, the remembrance of this ſad revolution; 
with the {ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis Heaven's laſt, beſt, and 


fer the /ub/tantial © ornaments of a meek and virtuous 
« ſpirit;“ before the trauſficat decorations of white 


. Hers I called in my roving meditations, from 
their long excurſion on this tender ſubje&t. Fan 


AMONG THE TOMBS. '44 | 


=D Faces of mortality, and trophies of death; 1 could ui 
Wor forbcar {miting my breaſt. and fetching a ſigh, UF 
ad lamenting over the nobleſt of all viſible beings, . 
Pying in ruins under the feet ef © the pale hor/e and ll 
RS i rider *. -I could not forbear that pathetic ex- 0 
mation, © 0! thou + Adam, what haſt thou done!“ 95 
Wh a deſolation has thy diſobedience wrought in the 1 
earth! O!] the ruinous, the tranſcendent maligni- ; 
Sy of fin! Sin has demoliſhed ſo many ſtately ſtiuc- 0 
ERures of flcth : fr has made ſuch havoc among the 1 
moſt excellent ranks of Gop's lower creation: and /in 9 
(chat deadly bane of our nature) would have plunged 4 
our better part into the execrable horrors of the ne- 7 
thermoſt hell; had not our merciful Mediator. inter- Tv 
poled, and given himſelf for our ranſom. Therefore 4 
hat grateful acknowledgments, does the whole world 0 
of penitent ſinners owe ? what ardent returns of love, 1 
will a whole heaven of glorified believers; pay to ſuck 1 
a Friend, Bencfactor, aud Deliverer! . 1 
Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful Vi 
Femembrancer tuggeſts from within, — “ Muſt this "ik 
lad change, ſucceed in he allo? AmlI to draw my 1 
laſt gaip; to become a breathicis corpſe; and 62 4 
what | deplore? * Is there a time approaching, "BY 
hen this body thall be carried out upon the bier, 4 


and couligned to its clay cold bed? while ſome 
kind acquaimance, perhaps, may let fall ons parting 
WF tear; and cry, Alas! my brother!“ Nothing is 
Nore certain. A decree much ſurer than the law of 
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e Medes and Perjrans, has irrevocably determined | 
8 : he dooin, l | | ; f: "6 — | 


Should one of thefe gh figures burſt from his 
Nonfinement, and ſtart up in trigattul detormicy before 
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. Er, vii 40. 

0 II paſs, with melancholy ſtate, bh 

U By all theſe ſolemn heaps of tate; 

10 And think, as ſott and {ad | tread 

* bovye the vencrable dead, 5 a | . 

| „ im was, like me, they life poſſeſs'd ; 2 

ith ud time ſhall be wuen 1 thall reſt.“ Parnell 5 
it | Vol. J. G : me +. 
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me: —ſhould the haggard feeleten lift a clattering hand, 
and point it full in my view :— ſhould it open th 
 Biffenedjaws, and, with a hoarſe tremen lous mu nur 
break this profound fileace : ſhould it accoſt me, a 
Samuel's apparition addreſſed the trembling king 
* The LORD ſhall deliver thee alſo into the hand, of 
« death; yet a little while, and tho: ſhalt be with me xi 
—— the /elemn warning, delivered in ſo {triking 4 
manner, mutt ſtrongly impreſs my imagination: a 
meſſage | in thunder would ſcarce fink deeper.—Yet, 
there is abundantly greater reaſon to be alarmed by 
that expreſs declaration f the Lozp Gov Almighty, 
« Thu ſhalt ſurely die.” — Well then, ſince te 


know not when the dead warrant may arrive; let me 
die to in, and die to the world ; before 1 die be. 
neath the ſtroke of a rightcous Gop. Let me 
employ the little uncertain interval of reſpite from 
execution; in preparing for a happier ſtate, and 
a better life, that when the fatal moment comes, and 
I am commanded to ſhut my eyes upon all thing 
here bclow ; I may open them again, to ſee my Das 
viour in the manſions above. 
Since this body, which is ſo fearfully and onde 
fully made, multi fall to pieces in the grave; ſince] 
muſt ſoon refign all my an, powers to dar kneſs, il. 
activity, and corruption; Oh ! let it be my conſtant 
care to 2% them well, while I 2% % them I- Let my 
hands be ſtretched fo th to relicye the needy ; and als 
ways be © more ready to give, than to receive. 
Let wy knees bend, in detpeſt humiliation, before the 
throne of grace; while mine cyes are caſt down to the 
earth, in penitential contuſion 3 or devoutly looking 
up to heaven for pardoning mercy !—— In every 
fi iendly i inte vicw, let the © /aw of kindneſs dwell on 
8 my lips, or rather, if the 1crivuineſs of my ac: 
quiintance permits, let the goſpel of peace flow trom 
vm Bene Oh! that 1 e be enabled, in vw 


Sam. Zxvili. 19. 
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tence is paſſed; ſince I am a condemned man, and? 
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Woublic concourſe, to lift up my voice like a trumpet; 
und pour abroad a-more joyful found, than its moſt 
Wmclodious accents, in proclaiming the glad tidings ._ 
Wof free ſalvation ! —Bz ſhut, my ears reſolutely ſhut, | 
Wagainſt the malevolent whiſpers of fl inder, and the 
contagious breath of filthy talking: but be ſwift to 
hear the inſtructions of wiſdom; be all attention, 
hen your REDEEMER {p-iks; imbibe the precious 
truths; and convey them carefully to the heart. 
Carry me, my feet, to the temple of the Logp;' to the 
Ibeds of the fick; and houtes of the poor, May 
Ball my members, devoted entirely to my divine 


* 


s glory! 


wy 
Tien, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains 7 


theſe work: of taich, and abours of love; theſe ſhalt 
be my ſpices and perfumes, Unwrapped in thele, I 


1 Wwould lay me gently down, and fl:ep ſweetly in the 
(Wbletſed JEsus; hoping that Gop will © give com- 
d 


e mandment concerning my bones;“ and one day 
fetch them up from the duſt, as filver from the furs 
nace, purified, “ I ſay not feven times, but ſeventy 
times ſeven.“ 


au 4 F 7 
el Here my contemplation took wing; and, in an. 
11s 


jaſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining. to mount 
alvary.. Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed 
fcllow- creatures; methought, I longed to ſee the place 
here our LoRD lay.—And oh! what a marvellous 
ſpectacle was once exhibited, in this memorable ſe- 
pulchre! He, © who clothes himſcH with light, as 
* with a garinent 3 and walks upon the wings of the 
* wind ;“ was pleaſed to wear the habiliments of mor- 
| talityy 


* Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
Though ſun and ſtars are duſt beneath his throne. | 

| © . Night Thoughts, 
f The ſacred ſcriptures, ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, fay,— 
e walketh upon the waves f the ſea; to denote his uncontroulable . 
Power, Job ix. 8.— He walketh in the circuit of heaven; to expreſs the 


ancality of bis preſence, Job xzii. 14-——He walketh upon the 
eg: 1 | wings 


ANaſter, be the wing inflruments of promoting 
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76 ME DITATIONS 
tality, and dwelt among the profrate dead. Who cat 
repeat the wondrous truth too often? Who can 
dwell upon the tranſporting theme too long? Hs, 
who fits enthroned in glory, and diffuſes bliſs among 
1 All che heavenly hoſts; was once a pale and bloody cor pſe, 
and preſſed this little ſpot. . 
O O death} how great was thy triumph in that hour! 
Never did thy gloomy realms contain /uch a priſonce 
| before. Priſoner, did I ſay, No; be was more 
than conqueror. He aroſe, far more mighty than Sam- 
fon, from a tranſient ſlumber 3 broke down the gatts, 
and demoliſhed the ftrong-holds, of thoſe dark do- 
minions.— And this, O mortals, this is your only 
t.onſalation and ſecurity. - JEsUs has trode the dread- 
Ful path, and ſmoothed it for your paſſage.— JESUS 
{fleeping in the chambers of the tomb, has brightened 
the diſmal manſion; and left an inviting odour in 
thoſe beds of duſt. The dying Jzsvs, (never let 
the comfortable truth depart from your minds! The 
dying Jes us) is your ſure protection, your unqueſtion. 
able paſſport, through the territories of the grave. Be. 
lieve in him; and they ſhall prove a © highway to 
* Sion; ſhall tranſmit you ſafe to paradiſe, - Believe 
in him, and you ſhall be no loſers, but unfpeakadle 
gainers, by your diſſolution. For, hear what the o. 
racle of heaven ſays upon this important point: Who 


Ving of the wind; to ſignify the amazing ſwiſtneſs of his operations, 
Pal. civ. 3— In which laft phaſe, there is, I think, an clegance 
and emphaſis not taken notice of by our commentators, and yet un be: 
, Equalled in any writer. Not he flicth, he runneth, but he walk-th eve 

and that on the very wings of the wind; on the moſt impetuous of her 
"Clements, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with inf bv: 
conceivable rapidity. A tumnilt in nature, not to be deſcribed, 3 cell 
the compoſed and ſedate work of the DEI T Y. A /peed, not to be. ire 
meaſured, is (with reverence I uſe the expreſſion, and to compoiiſ zu 
with our low methods of conception) the /olemu and majeſtic fool pu big 
of JEHovan.—How flat aic the following lines, even in che ge e. 


"563 ma/ier of lyric ſong, jor 
; =. F 2 . 00 LEE 
Ocyor Cervis, et agente Nimbos, _ _ 7 
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when compared with this inimitable Grobe of di via⸗ goctry!——l * 
walleib upon the wings of the uind. e = | 
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Bi 6 belicveth i in me ſhall never die x. What ſublime 
ud emphatical language is this! Thus much, at 
WS leaſt, it muſt import: —“ The nature of that laſt 
N & change ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered for the better., 
It ſhall no longer be inſlicled as a puniſhment, but 
rather vouch/afed as a bleſſing: to ſuch perſons, it 
40 ſhall come attended with ſuch a train of benefits, as 
vill render it a kind of happy impropriety to call it 
; * dying. Dying! No; it is then they ?ruly begin 
b „ to ive. Their exit is the end of their frailty, aud 
4 their entrance upon perfection: thoir laſt groan is. 
«© the prelude to lite and immortality.” | 
O ye timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the paſſing- 
bell; chat turn pale at the fight of an opened grave; 
and can ſcarce behold a coffin, or a ſkull, without a 
ſhuddering horror: ye that are in bondage to the 
griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his iron 


in rod; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, for 
Gl faith 1 in his dear Son. Faith will tree you from your 
he very F. Faith will embolden you to tread on (this. 
. fierceſt of) ſetpents J. Oid Simeon, claſping the child 
8 IEs us in the arms of his fleſh, and the . Me- 
*. John xi. 26. 

ple F Death's terror is the mountain faitb removes: 


Tis faith diſarms deſtcuction — 
10 Belie ve, and look with triumph on the. tomb. 


Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow: from 
one the Night Thoughts; eſpecially from night the fourth: in which, e- 
nergy of language, fublimity of, ſentimeat, and the moſt exquiſite 
beauties of poctry, are the lcaſt perfections to be admired ; almoſt. 
every line glows with devotion; riſes into the moſt - exalted appre- 
henſions of the adorable Redeemer; and is animated with the moſt: 
hvely faith in his all ſufficient 3 The author of this ex- 
cellent performance has the peculiar felicity, of ennobling all the 
ſtrength of ſtyle, and every delicacy of i imagination, with the grand 
and momentous truths ot Chriſtianity. . Theſe thoughts give the 
bigheſt entertainment co the fancy; and impart the nobleſt improve» 
ment to the mind: they not only refine our taſte, but Prepare us 
for death, and ripen us for glory. I never take up this admirable 
piece, but I am ready to cry out, Tecum vivere amem, tecum 
beam libens 3 i. e. Inſpire me with ſuch a | ſpucit, and. mos ſhall {bes 
delightful, nor death itſelf unwelcome.” 
E * X. 195 ; ＋ 
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Aiator in the arms of his faith, departs with tranquil. 
lity and peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having 
won CnarisT, being found in CHRIST, longs to de 
diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and kindles into ray. 
ture at the proſpect of diſſolution v. Methinks I ſee 
another of IMMaAnVUEL's followers, truſting in his 
Saviour; leaning on his beloved; go down to the (i. 
lent fhades, with compoſure and alacrity . In this 
powerful name an innumerable company of ſinful 
creatures have ſet up their banners; and “ overcome 

© through the blood of the Limb.“ Authoriſed by 
the Captain of thy ſalvation, thou alſo mayſt ſet thy 
feet upon the neck of this king of terrors. Furniths 

ed with this antidote, 7hou alſo mayſt play around the 
hole of the aſp, and pur thy undaunted hand on 
this cockatrice den 2. Thou mayſt || feel the viper 
faſtening to thy mortal part, and fear no evil: thou 
ſhalt. one. day ſhake it off by a joy ſul reſurrection, 

and /uffer no harm, 5 | 


_- 
1 * 
* Pr. s, 
- » 78 = 


E - Reſurreflion! That chearing word eaſes my mind 
| of an anxious thought, and folves a moſt momento 
gue/ ion, I was going to alk, “ Wherefore do all theſe 
*« corpſes lie here in this abject condition & Is this 
« their final ſtate? Has death conquered 2 and will 
( the tyrant hold captivity captive? How long wil 
| el thou forget them, O Loky-? For ever?“ —— No, 
Faith the voice from heaven, the word of divine reve- 
lation; The righteous are all “ prifeners of hope g., 
= There is an . hour, (an awful ſecret hat, and known 
only to all foreſceing Wiſdom), an appointed hour 
=: "there is, when an act of grace will paſs the great ſeal 
above, and. give them an, univerſal diſcharge ; a gene- 
ral delivery from the abodes of corruption. Then 
hall the Lon D Jesvs deſcend from heaven, with the 
"ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of God. De 
Aru ion itſelf thall hear the call, and the obedicnt 
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ue give up her dead. In a moment, in the twink. 

. Dog of an eye, they ſhake off the ſlæep of ten thouſand 
FE” ſy cars, and ſpring forth, like the bounding roc, ““ o 
meet their Lok p in che air.“ 

F And, oh]! with what cordial congratulations; 
what tranſpor ting endearments, do the ſoul and body, 
thoſe affectionate companions, reunite | But, with 
how much gpeater demonſtrations of kindneſs are 


V both received by their compaſſionate Redeemer 1 
he Ancient of days, who comes in the clouds of 
| Wiheaven, is their friend, their father, their bridegroom. 
hey have nothing to fear from all the pomp of his 
- ppearance. Thoſe #rementous folemnities, which 
e Wipread deſolation and aſtoniſhment through the uni- 
n pri, ſerve only to inflame their love, and heighten 


Wbcir hopes. The Judge, the awful Judge, amidit all 
bis magnificence and ſplendor, vouchſafes to confeſs 
Kicir names; vouchſafes to commemorate their fideli- 
7 „before all the inhabitants of the ſkies, and the 
Phole afſembled world. 
Hark! the thunders are huſhed : the lightaigls 
Teaſe their rage: the angelic armies ſtand in ſilent ſuf- 
penſe; the whole race of Adam is wrapt in pleaſing, or 
Þoxious expectation.— And now, that adorable Being, 
rhoſe /avour is better than /ife ; whole acceptance is a 
lt Nrrown of glory ; lifts up the light of his countenance 
lo, Wpon the righteous. He peaks; and what raviſhing 
re» NVords proceed from his gracious lips ! What ecftaſics 
„b delight they enkindle in the breaſts of the faithful! 
va | accept you, O my prople! ye are they that be- 
zur WF lieved in my name. Ie are tkey that renounced 
cal WF Jour ſelves, aud are complete in me, I ſee no ſpot or 
ne- blemith in you; for ye are wathed in my blood, 
hen and cloathed in my righteouſneſs. Renewed by my 
the Spirit, ye have glorified me on earth, and have 
been faithful unto death. Come, theny ye er- 
| rants of holineſs, enter into the joy of your Lord. 
Come, ye children of light; ye blefled of my Fa- 
ther; receive the kingdom that ſhall never be remo- 
ved; wear the crown which fadeth not away; and * 
enjoy pleaſures tor cvermore! „ He 
Then 
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come is perfect excellency, and conſummate happi- 
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their dwellings *. ' Death ;t/elf will be“ ſwallowed up 


the blood of monarchs, and finds its way to the hear 


. js higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? dec) 


vc {ea +. 3” « a 


: Xt 


- ” | : 
Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt 2 of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languith no more; that jcþ 


ne will never again ſhew her pale countenance in 


& in victory.“ That fatal javelin, which has drank 


of all the ſons of Adam, ſhall be utterly broken. Tha 
enormous ſcythe, which has ſtruck empires from their 
root, and {wept ages and generations into oblivion, 
wall lie by in perpætual uſglefſneſs. Sin alfo, which 
filled thy quiver, thou initiate archer fin, which 
© ſtrcungthyarm with ſuca reſiſtioſ, vigour which point 
ed all thy ſhafts with inevitable deſtruction—ſin, wil 
then be done away. Whatever is-/rail, or depravich 
will be thrown off with our grave cloaths. All » 


n the term of whole continuance is A 

| 0 eternity ! ier How are our boldeſt, our 
ſtrongeſt thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed in thee! 
Who can ſet landmarks, to limit thy dimenſions; d 
nd plummets, to fathom thy deeps? Arithmeticiani 
have figures, to compute all tae progreſſions of time: 
_ efironomers;have inſtruments, to calculate the diſtance 
of the planets : but what numbers can ſtate, what lin 
can. gauge the lengths and breadths of eternity)? 4k 


&« er than hell; what pot" thou know? The meaſun 
% thereof is longer than the earth, broader than thi 


-_ Myſterious, mighty. exiſtence! A fam, not to! 
Aged by the largeſt. deductiong; an extent, not tob 
contracted by all poſſible diminutiont. None can tru 
ſay, after the moſt e e ages, Ih 


1 
n 

* Tuiah, ſpeaking of the n new Feruſalem, mentions this, as one | 
; It immunities, The iubabitant thereof ſoall no more ſay, I am ſick. A | 
another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs. thus, Go Þ, ſhall wipe aue 
all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be na more death, neither ſorrov pin 


: No rhe neil her. ſhall there be any more pain, II. Xxxui, 9885 Rev. 88 
ee, 12 | | 
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fo much of eternity is gone,” For, when millions 
Pf centuries are elapſed, it is but juſt commencing g 
2 when millions more have run their ample round, 
vill be no nearer ending. Yea, when ages, nume- 
Vous as the bloom of ſpring ; increaſed by the herbage 
Wo! ſummer; both augmented by the leaves of autumn; 
Band all multiplied by the drops of rain, which drowe 
che winter—when theſe, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand more - more than can be repreſented by any 
Enilicude, or imagined by any conception, are all 
p-volued ; eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, amazing <ternityg 


. ot et EN Cor 
n 5 8 * 8 


1 will only be beginning. 'Or rather, (if I may be allows 
1 ed the expreſſion), only—beginaing to begin. 
} 5 


What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this ! full of 


guicken our hopes ; and animate all our endeavours ? 
donceivable ſtate; let us give all diligence, to ſecure 


pecauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of futurity. 
The wheel never turns: all is ſted faſt and immoveable 
beyond the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on 
he throne, or fretehed on the rack ; a ſeal will be ſet 
0 our condition, by the hand of everlaſting mercy, 
r inflexible juſtice, — The faints always rejoice a- 
nidſt the ſmiles. of heaven; their harps are perpe- 
vally tuned; their triumphs admit of no interruption. 
The ruin alſo of the wicked, is irremediable. The 
tal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to be repeal» 
d. No hope of exchanging their doleful babitations, 
ut all things bear che ſame diſmal aſpect, for ever 
ad ever. 

Tas wie ted My mind recoils ” at the apprehen- 


on of their miſery. It has {tudiouſly waved the fear» 
ul ſubjzct 


;pe e. But it is better to reflect upon it for a few 
nen dinutes ; than to endure it to eternal ages. Perhaps, 
« W* Aus memi-iffe korret, lutuque refugit, : Virg. $i 
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Since we are ſoon to launch into this endleſs and in- 


bur entrance into bliſs. Now, let us give all diligence 3 


; and »vems unwilling to puriue it, even 


þclight, and full of dread, Of! may ic alarm our fears; 
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MEDITATIONS: 


© the conſideration of their aggravated miſery, may he 
profitably terrible may teach me more highly to prize 
the Saviour, who “ delivers from going down into the 
bottomleſs pit:“ may drive me, like the avenger*s fword, Þ 
do this only city of refuge, for obnoxious finners, 
Ihe wicked ſcem to lie here, like malefactors, in: 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day 
of trial, ——*® Their departure was without peace“ 
: _«-£louds of horror, fat louring upon their cloſing. 
„ eyc-lids; moſt ſadly foreboding the blackneſs f 
s darkneſs for ever.” When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized 
EE _ their frame, and the inevitable change advanced: Mi 
| when they ſaw the fatal arrow, fitting to the ſtrings; ip 
 faw the deadly archer, aiming at their life; and tc); 
the envenomed ſhaft, faſtened in their vitals- GO 
_ _ Goy! What fearfulneſs came upon them! What! 
horrible dread overwhelmed them!]! How did they 
ftand> ſhuddering upon the tremendous precipice; 
exceſſively afraid to die, yet utterly unable to live | 
901 what pale reviews; what flartling preſpecti; 
cC̃onſpire to augment their ſorrows !-— They look backs 
wurd, and behold | a moſt melancholy fcene ! fins un- 
repented of; mercics lighted; and the day of grace end: 
ing. They look for ward,and nothing preſents itſelf, bu 
the cighteous Judge; the dreadful tribunal; and a mol} 
ſolemn reckoning. —They roll around their affrighted 
eyes, on attending friends; and, if accomplices in debat 
obery, it ſharpens their anguiſh, to conſider this 
further aggravation of their guilt, that they have not 
-_ © finned alone, but drawn others into the ſnare: i 
religious acquaintance ; it ſtrikes a freth gaſh into 
their hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, 
but only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by 
the unpaſſable gulph. e 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray : finding 10 
other  poſlible way of relief, they-are conſtrained 088 
apply unto the Almighty: with trembling lips, aud 2c 
| faltering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign Being, 
Who kills and makes alive,” —But why, O! vi 
base they deferred their addreſſes to heaven, ſo long 
2 "Why have they deſpiſed all his counſels; and ſtood 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. 83 
corrigible, under, his inceſſant reproofs? How 
fien have they been forewarned of theſe terrors; 
od moſt importunately intreated, to turn to the 
oz ll wiſh, they may find favour at this laſt - 
our: and, by a miracle of grace, be ſnatched from 
uc very brink, the breaking brink of damnation, 
ut alas! who can tell, whether «ffronted Majeſty 
ill lend an ear to - theirs complaint? He may, for 
Nught any mortal knows, © laugh at their calamity,” 
and mock when their fear cometh.” _ | 44 i% 
Thus they lie groaning out the poor remains of Y 
fife; their limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart ſtrug- | 
ling with convulſive throws; pains inſupportable * 
hrobbing through every pulſe; and innumerable _ 
Faris of agony transfixing their conſcience, 


y In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul - _ © 
F Rives round the walls of her clay tenement: 5 


Runs to each avenue; and ſhrieks for hel; 


But ſhricks in vain! How wiſhfully ſhe looks - +. 
. On all ſhe's leaving, now no longer her's} © "n. 
bY A little longer, yet a little longer, r 
0 O! might the ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 


And fit her for her p-flage ! Moeurntul fight! | 
Her very eyes weep blood; and ev'ry groan + »& 
She heaves, is big with horror: but the fo 

a Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 

he Purſues her cloſe through ev'ry lane of lite, 5 

not Nor miſſes once the track, but preſſes on; 

ü Tin, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous verge, 

into At once ſhe links — | 


The Grave, 
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| If this be the end of the »ngodly, My ſoul, come 
not thou into their ſecret! Uuto their atlembly, mine 
bonour be not thou united !*— Oh! how awtully 


* 
7 1 — 


nl 4 Wccompliſhed is that prediction of inſpired witdom! 
ang r Sin, though ſeemingly tweet in the commiſſion; in 
ah the z ue biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an k 
dot adder,” - eee ee Uo Pe. [MW 
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74 MEDITATION - - i 
Har r diſſolution ! were this the period of they 
woes. But alas! all theſe» tribulations are only 4 
beginning ſorrous; one ſmall drop of that cup oi 
2 trembling,” which is mingled for their future por 
tion — No ooner has the laſt pang diftodged the re Wi 
 - IuQnt ſout; but they are hurried into the pre ſn WA 
of an injured angry Gop: not under the conducta Wi 
care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the intults of 
accui ſed ipirits; who lately tempted them, now 2 brait 
them, and will for ever ferment them. — Who can 

3 . conceive their confuſion ard diſtreis; when they ſtand 
= —_ and inexc uſable, before their incenſed Creator! i 
4 They are received with frowns: The Gup tha 
« made them has no mercy on them.” The Prince 
of peace, the Fountain of felicity, rejects them with 
= abhorrence. He conſigns them over to chains ot dark 
mae, and receptacles oi deſpair ; againſt the teverer 
doom, and more public infamy of the great d:y, 
3 Then all the vials of wrach will be emptied upon chat 


etched creatures. The law they have violated, and 
die goſpel they have ſlighted; the power they hart 
deſfied, and the goodneſs they have abuled ; will al 
get themſelves honour in their cxemplary deſtr uction 
Then Gop, the God to whom vengeance belungcah, 
will draw-the arrow to the very head, and ſet them a 
the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. | 
Reſurrection will be no privilege to them; but in 
" moitaiity itſelf their everlaſiing curſe.———— Woull 
they not blots the grave, that land where all thing 
„ are forgotten 3” and wiſh to lie eternally hid in it 
. deepeſt gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to conceal theit 
perſons; or draw a ver! over their practices. The 
allo niuſt awake; muſt ariſe 3; muſt appear at the bat 
and meet the Judge: a Judge before whom “ the pillar 
% of heaven iremble, and the earth melts away: 4 
Judge, once long · ſuflering and very compaſſionate ; but 
new unalterably determined, to teach ſtubborn offend 
ers What it is to proveke the omnipotent Godhead] 
What. it is to tram le on the blood of bis Son; and of 
fer deſpite to all the gracious overtures of his Spiri 
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On! che perplexity che diſtration ! that muſt con- 
und the impenitent rebels; when they are ſummon- 
WS to the great tribunal | «* What can they do, in this 
day of ſevere vifitation ?” this day of final deciſion 5. 
3 Where? How? From whence can they fit help ? 
-To which of the ſaints will they turn? Whither 
petake themſelves for ſhelter ?—Alas ! tis all in vain; . 
j Pris all too late. Friends and acquaintance know them 
vo more: heaven and earth abandon them to their 
pproaching doom: and even the Mediator, the M- 
3 )14TOR himſelf, deferts them in this dreadful hour. 
A To fly, will be impracticable; to juſtify them- 
ſelves, ſtill more impoſlible z and PE to make ny 
p Rant utterly unavailable. 

Bzhold ! the books are opened : the ſecrets of all 
hearts are diſcloſed : the hidden things of darkneſs 
Wire brought t6 light. How empty, how ineffectual, 
I e all thoſe refined a#tifices; with which hypocrites 
Impoſed upon their fellow. creatures, and preſerved a 
character in the fight of men! The jealous Gop, who 
has been about their path, and about their bed, and 
pied out all their ways, * ſets before them the things 

F that they have done.” They cannot anſwer him 
one in a thouſand, or ſtand in the awful judgment. | 
They are ſpeechleſs with guiſt, and ſtigmatized with in- 
amy, before all the angels of light. What a favour 


it 
nd 


in vould they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed heads in 
ud che bottom of the ocean; or even to be buried beneath 0 
ag che ruins of the tottering world, - : 
1 10 


It the contempt poured upon them be ſo ppb 
able; O! „ how will their hearts endure,” when the 


he bod of infinite indignation is unſheathed; and fierce- 
bar waved around their defenceleſs heads; or pointed 
lang irectly at their naked breaſts! How mutt the wretches 
24 


Icream with wild amazement, and rend the very hea» 


; bulirens with their cries, when © the right aiming thun- 
end derbolts go abroad!“ Go abroad, with a dreadful 
eal/Fcommullion, to drive- them from the kingdoms of 
d orptory ; and plunge them, not into the ſorrows of a 
N moment, or the tortures of an hour; but into all the 


Vor. L 5 | H | reſtleſs f 


- - 


es MEDITATIONS, 


_ ; 
reſtleſs agonies of unquenchable fire, and everlaſting 
deſpair ®. --- - 56 Wig SC eat” 
Miſery of miſeries ! too ſhocking for reflection tg 
dwell upon. But if ſo diſmal to /ore/ee : and that at a 
n with ſome comfortable expectation 
of eſcaping it—O! how bitter, how inconceivably bit. 
+ ter to bear; without any intermiſſion, or any mitiga. 
tion; through hopeleſs and eternal ages 
Who has any bowels of pity ? Who has any ſenti. 
ments of compaſſion? Who has any tender concern 
for his fellow-creatures ?=Who? In Gop's name, 
and for Cfar1sT's ſake, let him ſhew it; by warning 


every man, and befeeching every man, to ee the i 


LorD while he may be ue to throw down the arms 
pf rebcllion, before the act of indemnity expires : {ub- 
miſſively to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 
olden ſceptre.— Here, let us act the friendly part to 
mankind ; here, let the whole force of our bencvs 
lence exert itſelf: in exbhorting whomſoever we art 
likely to influence, to take the wings of faith unfeigns 
ed; of repentance undelayed.z and “ flee away from 
“this wrath to come.“ 5 


Deo the whole: what ſtupendous diſcoveries are 
theſe ! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O ny 
ſoul. Recolle& them with the moſt ſerious attention, 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up, When 
Ri Walkeſt, receive them for thy companions : When 
thou talk<ſt, liſten to them as thy -prompters; and 
Whatever thou doſt, conſult them as thy directors. In 
Avenced by thele conſiderations, thy views will great 
en; thy q ections be exalted; and thou thyſelf raiſed 
above the tantalizing power of periſhing things 
_ Puly mindful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy dz/rreh 
and ſcope of thy endeavours, to gain the approbation 
Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace / 
- ,Andreſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 


„ That comes to all: but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed The 
Mitch ever-burniog ſulphur, unconſumd. Ain. 
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MO N G THE TOMBS. 87 
or chat ſovereign Being who will then fill the throne; 
ad pronounce the decifive ſentence. Thou wilt fee 
Wnothing worth a wilh “, in comparifon of having 
nis will for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and his 
Holy Spirit for thy ever-actuating principle 


= Worxpts, Oman; be loſt in admiration ; at thoſe: 
krodigisus events, which are coming upon the univerſez 
events, the greatneſs of which nothing finite can mea- 
ſure. Such as will caufe whatever is conſiderable or 
WE momentous, in the annals of all generations, to fink 
$ MW into littleneſs and nothing: events (Js us, prepare us 
for their approach; defend us when they take place Þ 
big with the everlaſting fates of all the living, and all 
the dead. —I muſt ſee the graves cleaving ; the ſea 
Wtceming ; and ſwarms unſuſpected, crowds unnum— 
bered, yea, multitudes of rthronging- nations, riling 
from both.—I muſt fee the world in flames; mult 
ſtand at the diſſolution of all terreſtrial things; and be 
an attendant on the burial of nature. I muſt ſee the 
vaſt expanſe of the /t wrapt up like a ſcroll; and the 
incarnate God, iſſuing forth from light inacceffible, 
with ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels, to judge 
both men and devils, —I muſt fee the curtain of time 


drop; ſee all eternity diſcloſed to view; and enter up- 
non a ate of being. that will never, never, have an end, 
ca | 


And ought I not, (let the vaineſt imagination judge; 


en ought I not), to try the ſincerity of my faith, and take 
b beed to my ways? Is there an inquiry; is there a care ; 
n 


Jof greater, of equal, of comparable importance ?—lis - 


a not this an infinitely preſſing call, to ſee that my loins 

tel Ware girded about, my lamp trimmed, and myſelf dreit. 

„ed for the“ Bridegroom's appearance?“ That, waſh» 

ned in the fountain opened in my Saviour's ſide, and 

non clad with the marriage-garment wove by his obedience; 
may © be found in peace, unblameable, and unte- 
“ proveable.“ — Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with 

Great day of dread, decifion, and deſpair! ; 
4 At thought of thee, each lublunary wiſh 


of Let's 80 its eager fraſp, and quits che world. | Nizht Thoughts, 
1 : nbd rt KD boldneſs, 
if 4 * : * x 1 
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| | boldneſs, when the ſtars of heaven fall from their 2 f 


orbs ? How ſhall I come forth ere and courage, 


when the earthirſelf reels to and fro like a drunk arg *; Þ 


How ſhall I look up with joy, and ſee my ſal vation 
| drawing nigh; z when the hearts of millions fail for fear} 


No w, Madam, leſt my editions ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind; 
let me once more turn to the brightening proſpetts of 
the righteous. A view of them, and their delightful 
expectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts 


that have been muſing upon melancholy fubjects, and N f 
hovering about the edges of infernal darkneſs: juſtu 
A ſpacious field, arrayed in chearful green, relieves 


and reinvigorates' the eye; that bas fatigued itſelf by 

poring upon fome mine, or gazing upon ſome 

glaring object. 

The righteous ſeem to lie by, in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary filet: in ſome well-ſheltered creck; 


till all the 33 which infeſt this lower world, art. 


blown over. Here they enjoy ſafe anchorage, are in 
no danger of foundering, amidſt the ſeas of prevailing 
| iniquity; or of being /bipwrecked. on the rocks of any 
powerful temptation. But ere long we ſhall behold 
them hoiſting their flag of hope; riding before a ſuce 
gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love; till they 
make, with all the ail of an aſſured faith, the blcil:6 
Fort of eternal life. 
Ihen may the honoured friend to whom I am wri 
ting; rich in good works; rich in heavenly tempers; 
but inexpreſſibly richer in her Saviour's righteoutnels 
-O! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gallant 
fately veſſel, Sd ſucceſsful and victorious, from 
1ome grand expedition; with acclamations, honour, 
and joy! while my little bark atterdant-on the ſolcu: 
nity, and a partaker of the triumph, glides humbly 
after: and both reſt together in the _} 
wiſhed-for bliſsful haven, of Peres ſecurity, aL 

_ everlaſting repoſe. 
II. xxiv., 20. 
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FLOW ER-GAR D E N. 


A , . 


bot upon the pleafure which we take in à garden, as 
= one of the moſt innocent delia hts in human life, ._ 4 
garden was the habitation of our firſt. parents before 
the fall. It is naturaliy at to fill the mind with 
calmneſs and tranquility, and t iay all its turbulent 
paſſions at reſt. It gives us a great inſight into the 
contrivance and wiſdom of Providence, and WERE 
inaumcrable iubjccts for- meditation. / 
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Wnt delicate flowers : beauties in the creature ſhould 
Wead us to the Greater, 124—The variety of flowers, in 
heir airs, habits, attitudes, and lineaments, the wiſdom. 
the Almighty lMiaker , the perfeflion and ſimplicity of 
Ws operations, 125—Difference between, individuals of | 
be ſſame ſpecies ; emblem of the ſmaller difference among 
 roteftants, 128—The regular ſucceſſion of flowers; 
eme of the chiiceſt ſets deſcribed; the ſine effe produced 
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beautiful diſpaſition, and indeed all that is admirable in 
the creation, referred to CHRIST as the author; to con. 
fider the things that are made, in this view, has excellent 
influence on our faith and Tove, 143—The ftrnfur 
ef flowers ſo correct, could not be altered, but to their 
prejudice ; the time of their appearing, "choſen with 
' the miceſt precaution; theſe circumſtances, a ſir 
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_ rightly flated, 140 7e brute creatures inſenſible of the 
Nine properties of flowers : their charms peculiarly in. 
_ Fended to delight mankind : they court cur obſervation; 
and reſerve their richeſt fweets for our entertainment; 
all things conflituted with a particular regard to our ad: 
vantage; this, an endearing obligation to gratitude; 
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foul, 149—Remark on the notion of a great poet, 11} 
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youth, 146 Flowers in the bud, figurative of a nig. 
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lent diſpefition, 149—The ſun-flower ; its remarkable 
attachment to the ſun ; fuch ſhould be our adherence t1 
the Suviour, 150—The paſſion fewer; its deſcription; 
- witha religious improvement, 152—The ſenſitive plant; 
fhrinks from every touch; ſuch ſhould be cur ſolicituus 
Fare to avoid fin, 155 —The lovelineſs of bleoming flowers, 
cempared with the coarſeneſs M their roots, gives us al 
idea of the ennobling change'of our bodies at the reſur. 
reftion; this confiderati:n' ſhould reconcile us 1 ttt 
theughts of diſſoluticn, 157—Paſſage frem Theocritus; 
the perfeEtions of flowers ſoon decay; the charms of com. 
pPlexion ſcarce more laſting, 159— Inſtances of the tran 
E » f/itory continuance of the nobleft flawers ; the henours f 
joe future flate unfading, 161 — All the delights of tht 
Fo flowery ſeaſon paſs away ; the ' celeſtial entertainments 
Aug no end, 163— Not flowers only, but the met 2 
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lings in nature are periſbing; their felicity ſtable, who 
ive Gop for their portion, 164—Retreat into an ar- 
our; practice of St Auguſtine, pattern for cur imita* 
iin, 164—Coolneſs M this ſhady ſituation ; the inſuffer* 
ble heat that rages abroad; our ſafety in all the dan- 
ers of life, and amidſt the terrors of eternal judgment, 
rf /beltered by the Redeemer”s protection, and intereſted 
in his merits, 165—The bees; their ingenuity , their 
Wnduftry ; ſet an example for the author, 167 A diſtant 
roſtect of the whole ſcene, with its varigus decorations, 
Wreminds the beholder of heaven; its glories not to be de- 
Wcribed, but moſt paſſionately deſired, 168. Te 
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Man, e 
OME time ago, my meditations took a turn 
among the Tombs : they viſited the awful and 
melancholy manſions of the dead“: and yu 
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as pleaſed to favour them with your attention. 
May I now, beg the honour of your company, in a 
Wore inviting and delightful excurſion? In a beauti- 
ul Flower-garden ; where 1 lately walked, and at once 


+ 
* 


fegaled the ſenſe, and indulged the fancy. 
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n 


5 
* 


Ir was early in a ſummer- morning, when the air 
vas cool; the earth moiſt; the whole tace of the crea- 


3 


| % Diſcourſes on the vanity of the creature, which repreſent be 
barrenneſs of every thing in this world, ind its incapacity of pro» 

F ducing any ſolid or ſubſticatial happineſs, are uſeful. Thoſe 

8 ſpeculations alſo, which ſhew the. bright fide of things; and l 

| forth thoſe innocent entertainments, which are to be met with 4. 

| act. the ſeveral object that encompaſs us, are no leis benefi» 

| Clal.” Spec. Vol V. No. 393. Upon the plan of theſe 0iſervations, 
e preceding and folſowing reſections ure formed. - PETE 
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92 REFLECTIONS ON MW. 
tion freſh and gay. The noiſy world was ſcare 
awake.  Briſmeſs had not quite ſhock off his ſount 
= flcep: and riot had but juſt reclined his giddy head 
All was ferene: all was ſtill; every thing tended v 
inſpire tranquillity of mind, | and invite to {eriou 
thought. 8 8 
- Only the Sakefat lark had left br neſt, Sod wa 
- mounting on high, to ſalute the opening day. Lee. 
vated in air, the ſeemed to call the laborious h/2aud. 
man to his toil, and all her fel/tw-/ong flers to thi 
notes. — Earlieſt ot birds, ſaid I, companion «ff 
the dawn, may-I always riſe at thy voice Riſe u 
offer the matin · ſong; and adore that beneficent Bring, 
« who maketh the outgoings: ot the morning ande 
c vt ding to rejoice.” 
Ch! how charming to rove abroad, at this fwee 
' Jour ot prime!i To enjoy the calm of nature; to tread 
the dewy lawns; and dalte the unriffled trethnets d 
the air! 


* '# 


Sweet is the ah of morn, her digen ſect 


> hoc W ith charm of carlieſt birds “. 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of Auth loſe! Little, ah! 
little is the fluggard ſenſible, how delicious an enter 
tainment he foregocs, for the Pooreſt of all animal 
ee * * 
The greyne/s of the dawn doraps gradually © 
bundance of ruddy-{treaks tinge the fleeces of the fu 
mament; till, at length, the dappled aſpect of the cli 

| is loſt in one ardent and univertal /b. Is it is 
1 ſurmiſe of imagination, or do the ſkies really redd 
= with ame, to tee fo many ſupinely ſtretched on tha! 
.drowly pillows ?—$ball man be loſt in luxurious eaſt! 

-Shall man waſte theſe. precious; hours in idle flug 

3 bers f while the vigorous /in is up, and going on li 
1 Makers errand ? while all the feathered choir at 
ymning the Creator, and paying their homage i 
—_— 2 Qu. no. . 55 2 us Ley 
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1 e tune ful tribes, by adding the rational ſtrains of 
nn. Let him improve the fragrant oblations of 
ae, by mingling, with the riſing odours, the more 
o Sc fincd breath of praiſe. | 


lr is natural for man to look upward *; to throw 
u is firſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 


: Strait towards heav'n my wand'ring eyes I turn'd,, | 
And gaz'd a while the ample {ky F. ITS 


= Prodigious theatre! Where lightnings dart their 
re, and thunders utter their voice: where tempeſts 
pend their rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at. 
Barge !\-—O! the greatneſs of that mighty hand; 
rhich meteth out this amazing circumference with a 
pan! O!] the immenſity of that wonderful Being, 
prfore whom this unmeaſurable extent is no more 
han a point! And O! (thou pleaſing thought} 
Ihe unſearchable riches of that mercy, which is f greats 
er than the heavens ! is more extenſive and unbounde -? 
ed in its gracious exerciſe, than theſe illimitable tracks 
pf air, and fea, and firmament! that pardons crimes 
ab yf the moſt enormous ſize, and moſt horrid aggrava- 
ner ions; pardons them, in conſideration of the Redeem- 
ima rs atonement, with perfect freeneſs, and the utmoſt 
feadiueſs - more readily, if it were poſſible, than this. 
w-/urrounding- expanſe admits, within. its circuit, a 
Ridge of mountains, or even a grain of fand. 
# O! come hither, then, ye awakened, rg 
Prners. Come g, weary and heavy laden with'a ſenſe 
5 „ 8 
Ot homini ſubli mi dodit, calumgne tueri - | 


Jugit, et crectos ad ſidera tollere valtus. Ovid. 


Milt. Par. Loſt, B. VIII. I. 257. . 
} Pial. cviii. 4s | ; * Ont [EP 

C i he lines that follow are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirit | 3 
nd practice hinted above. In them deſire pants, prayer wreſtles, 
pd faith, as it were, graſps the price. Il take leave to tranfs Rn 
lant them into this place, becauſe they have the misfortune id“ R_— 
ow a very obſcure ſituation, Their native ſoil, is no other 
vaſt the lamert:tion of a ſinner, written by Mr Ster bold. Notwith® MG ui 
ding che unpromiſing genius of the performance, I think; we JA 1.48; 
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of your iniquities. Condemn yourſelves. Renouny 
all reliance on any thing of your own. Let you 
wruft be in the tender mercy of Gov For ever and ever 


”— 
> 


4 
- 


In them hath he 5 a rabernath for the 5 
Hold him coming forth from the chambers of the cal} 
See; the clouds, like floating curtains, are throw 
back at his approach. With what refulgent majtſy 
does he walk abroad! How tranſcendently bright! 
his countenance; ſhedding day, and inexhauſtivl 
Aght, through the univerſe 1s there a ſcene, though 
finiſhed by the moſt elaborate and coſtly refinements E- 
human art, © comparable to theſe illuſtrious ſolemni: 
ties of opening ſunſhine? Before he all the ſy 

& died pageantry of the theatre, the glittering o:0- 

„ nomy of an aſſembly, or even the heightened or: 

i naments of a royal palace, hide their diminiſhel 
heads, and ſhrink into nothing.“ —I have read oft 
perſon fo ſtruck with the fplendors of this nb“ lu 
minary, that he imagined himſelf made on purpoſe u 
contemplate its glories. O] that Chriſtians would » 
dopt his perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun gf rich 
+ Feouſneſs!* Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be a chi 
merical notion, and become a moſt important truth, 
For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme happineſs of the eter 
nal ſtate, and therefore may well be the ruling concert 
of this preſent life, “to know the only true Gon, 
% and Jesus nns r whom he hath ſent,” —Nor 00 
Wt and alone in this opinion. One of the moſt ut 
* <A queſtionable judges of whatever is valuable in ſcicnch 
3 may challenge the greateſt maſters, to produce any thing more ſpitib 
ed and importunate, more foll of nature, or more fluſhed any lit, 


5 Merry, gd LORD, mercy 1 craves 
> This is the total-jun ; $0 
For mercy, LORD, is all my ſuit; 
LORD, tet thy merc come. 


3 The ſhort ſentences—Not a ſingle copulative— The feequent rep 
1 1 tion of the divine name The almoſt inceſſant 1eiteration of de 
bling, ſo carncſtly deſired, fo infinitely needed. —— T hcſe * 
he genuine language of ardour; ; are beauties obvious to eve) . 
* and cannot fail, eimer to pleaſe the judicious” ei or * edity 8 
23 cad . * | 
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i r perfe&tive of our nature; a judge, who formed his. 
WE: on the maxims of paradile, and received the fie. 
5 bing. of his education in the third heavens; this 
ie determines to know nothing but Jesus 
| i « CyRIsST, and him crucified,” He poſſeſſed, in his 
vu perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired accompli/he 
Pente; z and yet pronounces them no better than dung, 
YZ compariſon of the * ſuptreminent eee of this 
. Ping knowledge. | 


| METHINKS [ dior athouſand admirable proper 
dies in the tun, It is certainly the beſt material em- 
| Wim of the Creator. There is more of God in its 
Z re, energy, and u/efulneſs, than in any other viſible 
eing. To worthip it as a deity, was the leaſt inexcu- 
| Lble of all the Heathen idolatries. One ſcarce can 
Vonder, that fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake fo fair a 
Wy for the adorable original. No compariſon in 
2 whole book of ſacred wiſdom pleaſes me more, 
han that which reſembles the blefled Jes Us to yonder 
agent of the day“; who now advances on,his azure 
Woad, to ſcatter light and gladnels ee the 
L LatIODS» ; 


s WHAT were all the realms of the world, Bal a * 


la vain, we roll around our eyes in the midnight 
loom: in vain, we ſtrive to behold the features of 
Iniable nature: turn whither we will, no form or 
x omelineſs appears: all ſeems a dreary waſte; an un- 
Piſtinguithed chaos, till the returning hours have un- 
Warred the gates of light, and let forth the morn, 

| When, what a proſpect. opens]! The heavens are 
Paved with azure, and ftrewed with roſes. A varie- 
ot the livelieſt verdures array the plains, The 
ſowers put on a glow, of the richeſt colours. The 


k ” ; * 


"Yo UT 728 0 ng veg. 
Uuto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of a. ariſe, 
db 8 in his ung, ; Mal. iv. 2. ä 

: hol N. 


Won of darkneſs, without the beams. of the ſun? All. 
Naeir fine ſcenes, hid under ſhades ;-loſt in obſcurity, 


= - themſelves in very vanity, to obtain peace and recon 


the wretched Gentiles, and to be the glory of hi 


no more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving hearts, i 


| 3 fect obedience. The nner be trans/orms by his lard 
fuying SPIRIT. — In a word, he hath both pr 
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whole creation ſtands forth, drefſed in all the chart 
of beauty. The raviſhed eye looks round, and won 
And what had been the condition of our inte 
mature, without the great Redeemer, and his dlvin 
revelation? Alas! what abſurd and unworthy ap 
Prehenſions did the Pagan ſages form of Goy| 
What idle dreams, what childiſh” conjectures, wer 
their doctrines of a future ſtate] - And how did th 
. Sulk, even of that favoured nation, the Fews, wenn 
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_. Elliation with their offended Jenovan! Till Jes 
kroſe upon our benighted minds, and brought lif 
and immortality to light; till he aroſe, “ to enliphte 
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„ people T/rael ”'—— Now, we no longer cry on 
with a reſtleſs impatience, © Where is Gop my Mz 
< ker?” For we are allowed to contemplate th 
brightneſs of his glory, and the Expreſs image of hi 
perlon, © in the face of Jesvs CHRIST.“ Noi 
. we no longer inquire, with an unſatisfied ſolicitudt 
4 Which is the way to bliſs?” Becauſe Jxsus ha 
marked the path, by his ſhining example; and lefty 
an unerring clue, in his holy word.—Now, we hai 


- -our journey to eternity; or to aſk anxiouſly, as we go} 
„ Who will roll away the ſtone, and open the cver 

6 laſting doors? Who will remove the flaming {word 
' & and give us admiſſion into the delights of paradiſe! 
For it is done, all done, by the Captain of our falv 
tion. Sin he has expiated, by the unblemiſhed fact 
nice of himſelf. The law he has fulfilled, by his pe 


ſented us with a clear diſcevery of good things to cot 
and adminittcred to us an abundant entrance into ll 
final enjoyment of them. 9-0 
"AU W henever, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the 
= , cling ſeaſons, and revolving day; let us adore, than 
= fully adore him, for the more precious appearance 
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Sun of righteouſneſs, and his glorious goſpel, With- 
Wt which we ſhould have been groping, even to this 
our, in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death: 
Without which we muſt have been bewildered in a a 
W::z: of incxtricable uncertainties ; and have“ ſtum- 
bled upon the dark mountains“ of error, till we fell 
Noto the bottomleſs pit of perdition e moe Is 
8 //itho:ut that grand enlivening principle, what were 
Whis earth but a lifeleis ma? a rude lump of inactive 
Natter? The trees could never break forth into 
Newes, nor the plants ſpring up into flowers, We 
Would no more behold the meadows mantled over 
5 ith green, nor the valleys flanding thick with corns 
Dr, to ſpeak in the beautiful language of a prophet, 
No longer would the fig-tree bloſſom, nor fruit 
be in the vine: the labour of the olive would fail, 
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1 and the fields could yield no meat: the flocks muſt 
be cut off from the fold, and there would be no 
wills bcrd io the ſtalls,” This darts it beams among alt 


he vegetable tribes; and paints the ſpring, and en- 
iches the autumn. This pierccs to the roots of the 
fineyard,. and the orchard ; and ſets afloat thoſe fer- 
henting juices, which at length burſt into floods oß 
ine, or bend the buughs with a mellow load. Nor 
re its favours confined to the tpper regions; but di- 
tributed even unto the deepeſt receſſes of creation, It 
ſenetrates the beds ot metals, and finds its way to 
the place of the {apphires.” It tinctures the feeds of _ 


iſe eld, that are ripening into ore; and throws a bril. 
aun incy into the water of the diamond, that is harden» 
acts on its rock. In thort, the beneficial agency of 


% 


his magnificent luminary is inecxprefivle. It beauti- 
and impregnates univerſal nature. There is no- 
thing hid from the heat thereof.” e 
Juſt in the fame manner were the rational world 
fad in treſpaſſes. and ſins, -without the reviving energy 
Jesus CHrisT. © He is © the reſurrection and 1 
| the life.“ The all- powerful cauſe of che one, and, k- 


% 
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overflowing fountain of the other. “ The ſecon( 
% Adam is a quickening ſpirit,” and all his ſaints line 
through him. He bines upon their affections; and 
they boot forth into heavenly graces, and abound in 
the fruits of righteouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, and low 
uodiſſembled, thoſe nobleſt productions of the reney. 
ed nature, are the effect of his operations on the 
mind. Not ſo much as one divine diſpoſition could 


z 


L ſpread ittelf, not one Chriſtian habit unfold and flow i 
4 riſh, without the kindly influences of his grace. . 


As there is no fruitfulneſs, fo likewiſe no chearſil 
nes , without the ſun. When that auſpicious 
ſovereign of the day, diffuſes the mildneſs of his morn- 
ing ſplendors, all creatures are enlivened by his pre. 
ſence, are gladdened with bis gifts. Millions of gli. 

tering inſeéts awake into exiſtence, and baſk in his 
rays. The birds ſtart from their flumbers, and pour 

- their delighted fouls in harmony. The flocks, with 
bleating accents, bail the welcome blefling. The herds, 
in lowing murmurs, expreſs their hoarſer acclama Wi 
mations. The valleys ring with rural muſic : the bills 
=—  <ccho back the artlcis ſtrains. All that is vocal joins 
in the general choir :. all that has breath exults in the 

| chearing influence — W hereas, let that radiant orb be 
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=_ ceclip/ed only for a few minutes, and all nature imme 
_— Cdiatcly aſſumes an air of /adne/s. The beavens put on 


aa kind of mourning. The moſt ſprightly animals 
© © droop their wings, or hang down their dejccted heads, 
The ſopgſters of the grove are ſtruck dumb. The 
voice of joy ceaſes. Howling beaſts roam abroad for 
prey: ommous birds come forth and ſcreech : the 

heart of man fails, and a chilling horror ſeizes the 

- #oreboding mind. So, when CHRIST hides away bis 
"face; when faith loſes tight of that Conſolation of 
Urael, Oh! how gloomy are the proſpetts of the foul! 


{3330 The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the vniverſe, and prod 
= ces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular influence in chat 
ede ind of man, and making the heart glad,” 56 
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& Dur Gop ſeems to be a conſuming fire, and our ſins 
Wy loudly for vengeance. The thoughts bleed in- 
ardiy; the Chriſtian walks heavily : ail without is 
rome; all within is diſconſolate.— Lift up then, 
ost gracious Jesus, thou nobler day ſpring from on 
igb! O lift up the light of thy countenance upon thy 
copie! Rev-al the fu/ne/5 of thy mediatorial ſuffi- 
Wcicncy ; make clear our title to this great {alvation ;. 
nd thereby impart . : 


a 
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What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
Ihe ſoul's calm ſun- ſhine, and the heart: felt joy. 
Bl | Pope. 

ln one inſtance more let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
ne ſun, 1 oblerve, ſhoots his beams every way, 
both backwards and forwards, to every point in the 
Wcompaſs, as well as to every quarter under heaven. 
he eaſt reddens with his riſing radiance; and the 
FA eſtern hills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendors. 
The chilly regions of the north are cheared by his ge- 
Wial warmth, while the ſouthern tracks glow with his Hf 
Wire, —— Thus are the influences of the Sun of 
Fighteouſneſs diffuſive and unconfined. The gener. 
tions of old felt them; and generations yet unborn 
vill rejoice in them. The merits of his precious death 

Extended to the firſt, and will be propagated to the 
Jaſt, ages of mankind, —— May they, ere long, vi- 

lit the remoteſt climates, and darkeſt corners of the 

earth! Command thy goſpel, bleſſed Jes us, thy e- 

verlaſting goſpel, to take the wings of the morning, 

pod travel with yonder ſun, | Let it fly upon ſtrong 
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e rinions among every people, nation, and language:? 
is {Wat where the heats broils, and the cold freezes, thou. 
f ayſt be known, confeſſed, and adored : that fran- 


bers to thy name, and enemies to thy doctrines, may 
de enlightened with the knowledge, and won to the 
ove of thy truth! O! may that beſt of æras come; 
hat wiſhed-for period advance; when © all the ends 
Wof the world ſhall remember themſelves, and be 
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4 turned unto the LoRD.; and all the kindreds of tl 
cc nations worſhip before him * 

— 4 ; \ 
FroM the heavens we retire to the earth. Her, 
the drops of dew, like fo. many liquid chryſtals + 

ſparkle upon the eye. How brilliant and unſullicd j 

their tre! How little inferior to the proud ſtone 
that irradiates a 'monarch's crown! They want ng. 

thing but ſolidity and permanency, to equal them with 
the fineſt treaſures of the jeweller's cafket.—— Bu Wi 

here, indeed, they are greatly deficient, ſhort-lived 5 

ornaments, poffefed of little more than a momentzry 
radiancy. The ſun, that lights them up, will ſoon eu 
hale them. Within another hour we may * look fo 
te their place, and they ſhall be away.” —— Oh may 3 

every goed reſolution of mine, and of my flock's, ma 

our united breathings after Gop, not be like thel: f 

tranſient decorations of the one but like the /i- WR, 
Hantial g'ories of the growing day! Theſe thine more WB, 
and more with augmented ſplendors; while thoſe, baving i; 

glittered gaily for a little while, diſappear, and areloſt $ 

How ſenſibly has this dew re/re/hed the vegetable WW, 
kingdoms | The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun had 
almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets ot 
nature. But, what a /cvereian re//crative are theiz i 
cooling diftillations of the night! How they gladden WW” 
and invigorate the languiſhing herbs ! Sprinkled with 
theſe reviving drops, their verdure deepens ; ther 
bloom is new fluthed ; their fragrance, faint oi 
intermitted, becomes potent and copious. So doc 

the  ever-bleſſed SPIRIT revive the drooping 
troubled conſcience of a finner, When that al 
mighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet influence on the 
foul; diſplays the all ſufficient ſacrifice of à dine 

Keceemer ; ; and © witneſſes with our ſpirit,” that ve 


are intereſted in the Savizur, and, by this. means, alt Pp 
children of Cod; then what a pleaſing change ep{ucs! 
En 
Now morn; her rol. ſteps in be eaſtern elime | of f 
Advancing, ſow'd ihe earth with or ien | earl. * | 


Forme 


thats. 463 
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WT ormer anxieties are rememhered no more. Every 
Nuneaſy apprehenſion vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, N 
arops its dejected mien; the eyes brighten With a live- 
„ chearfulneſs; while the /ips expreſs the heart. felt 
Watisfaction, in the language of thankſgiving, and the 
Voice of melody. — Ia this ſenſe, merciful Gop, be as 
be dew unto Iſrael ! * Pour upon them the continual 
dew of thy bleſſing.“ And oh! let not my fleece 


u oe dry, while heavenly benediction deſcends upon all 
; around. 3 | 


= Wo can number theſe pearly drops? They hang 


Wadorn the whole herbage of the ficld. Not a blade of 
grass, not a ſingle leaf, but wears theſe watery pen- 
dants. So vaſt is the profuſion, that it baffles the arith- 
Wmetician's art. Here let the benevolent breaſt 
Wcontemplate, with delight, that emphatical ſcripture z, 


' from this elegant fimilitude. * 'The royal prophet, 
ſpeaking of CHRIST, and foretelling-the fucceſs of his. 
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hel * P41. cx. +. 11199 hy, "WO winter The moſt exddk 
den Wb anilation of this difficult paſſage is, 1 appichend, as follows; Pre 
ich Wore uteri aurore, 1ibi. oft ros juventutis tu. The dew of thy birth is 


arger, more copious, than the dew which proceeds from the womb 


hat disjoins The womb of the morning, from Toe dew of thy birth: 
hel eas they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and cloſe connection. 


ihe womb of the morning is, with -abundance of elegance, applied { 
Ping ko the conception and production of dews; agreeably to a delicate - 
al- une, in chat great maſter of juſt deſcription, and lively paintings, 
the r Thom/on; | "a SE | 


jvine The meek=cy'd morn appears, mother of deus. Summer. 

t we Jab, 1 remember, hath a ſige expreſſion, that may ſerve to conſum 
are this remark, and illuſtrate the propricty of the phraſe uſed in 4his- 

inc! onnection ; ** Hath the rain a father, or who hath begotten the drofs 


ef deu? It ſeems the oriental writers delighted to repreſent the 
ewas a kind of birth, as the offspring of the morning. And if ſo, 
rely there could be no image in the whole compals of the univerſe, 
Mer adap ted to the Plalmili's purpoſe; or more ſtrongly ſigniſi- 
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* delightful expectations, ſucceed. The countenance 


Won every hedge; twinkle from every ſpray z. and 


which deſcribes the increaſe of the Maſſiab's kingdom, 


religion, has this remarkable exprcfiton “, The dew of 


thy 


of the morning. [cannot acquicſe in the new verſion; becauſe.  - 
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thy birth is of the wmb of the morning; (i. e.) As the 
morning is the mother of dews ; produces them, as it 
were, from a prolific womb; and ſcatters them with 


the moiſt laviſh abundance, over all the ſur face of the 
5 15 | 25 earth: 


„unt ok thoſe multitudes of proſelytes which were “ born, not of 


blood, nor of the will of the fleth, nor of the will of man, but of 
God:“ by the powerful energy of his word and Spitit.— Up 
this ſuppokition, the whole verſe deſcribes 
7 he willing ſubjection, | FF 4 
The gracious accompliſhments, 5 of Chriſt's converts. 
And the vaſt number, | | 
Q. d. Is the day of thy. puer, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall be pus 
bliſhed in the world, ard accompanied with marvellous cffi-acy,— 
ein that memorable period, thy people, diſcontinuing the for er 
oblations, commanced under tize Moſaic law; ſhall devote then. 


ſelves, as ſo many living ſucrifices, to thy honour. Not conſtrained 


by force, but charmed with thy excellency, they ſhal-come ia 20. 
. teers to thy. ſervice, and be freewill-offerings iv thy church. —— Ne. 
ther ſhall they be * empty vines,” or bare profeſiors; but {hill 
walk in all the beauties of holineſs, and bring forth fuch amiable fu, 
as will adorn the doctrint they, embrace.—— And, what is ſtil] more 
defirable, they ſhall be as awumerouy as they are willing and hoy, 
Born to thee in numbers, even. more immenſe and inconceivable, 
than the drops of dew, which are begotten by the night, and illue 
Kom the womb of the recent morning = 
By this interpretation, the text, 1 think; is cleared of its obſcure 
ty; and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectly juſt, 

May I be pardoned the digreſſiun, and acquitted from preſumption 
Ii, on this occaſion, I take leave to animadvert upon what {cems 
harſh and unnatural in the common expoſition of the laſt. verſe of 

this pſalm? All the commentators (at leaſt, all that I have had op- 


portunity to conſult) inform their readers, that to drink. of the lt 
n the way, ſignifies 10 under ge jufferings.and death ; which, in my op- 


nion, is a conſtruction extiemely. forced, and hardly ſupportable; 
\ Altogether remote from the import of ſuch poerical forms of dictioꝶ 
aſuzl among the eaſtern nations. In-thoſe ſultry: climes, nothing 
in the world could be more welcome to the traveller, than a brook 
"Kreaming near his paths. To quench his thirſt, and-lave his tett 
in the cooling current, was one of. the greateſt refreſhments image 
nable, and feanimated him to purſue his journey. For which ter 
Jon, among others, brocks are a. veiy. favourite image with the int 


ret penmen; uſed to denote a ſituation fertile and delightful, ot% 


* Nate of pleaſure and ati, faction; but never that I ean rccoſlect, 0 
icture out the contrary. condition of tribulation and diftreſs.. 

The water- floods, iudced, in the ſacred writings, often repreſent 

ſome imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But then they ate 0 


reer aream, fo calm, that they keep withio the 


"Aanks, and glidequictly by the traveller's boden! loc en, an 


— — 41 
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arch: / ball thy ſeed be, O thou everlaſting Father] 

y the preaching of thy word, ſhall ſuch an ingume- 
table race of regenerate children be born unto THEz, Ü 

and fill all lands. Millions, millions of willing converts, | 
call croud into thy family, and repleniſb thy church 
ul they become like the ſtars of heaven, or the ſands 
of the ſea, for multitude z or even as numberleſs as 
3 theſe five angles, which now cover the face of nature. 
hchold then, ye obſtinately wicked, though you 
are not gathered, yet will the Saviour be glorious.“ 
is deſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prove 
Wabortivez though you render it of none effect, with 
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ed Wthe—'JATD boiſterous billyws; burſting over a ſhip, or daſh» 
og ghemiclves, with dreadiuL impetuorſfiy, upon the ſhore ; or 
l. AU ——/weeping inundutions; that drown the neighbouriog 
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FY he ſhall drink;“ 
P hich conveys a plcafing idea, (unleſ', when it relates to a cup, 
led with bitter, intozicating, or imp iſoncd liquors; a caſe quite 
different from that under conſideration) ; but ether—— N.. 
gwhich imports ferror and afton:ſhment, or elſe — “ U aud T1 - 
which ſignify to ruſh uponz, to overwhelm, and een to bury wider: 
me w. ves. | 7 - 
Upon the whole; may not the paſſage more properly allude to the 
Nafuenſe of the Holy. Ghoſt 2 which were communicated in unmeaſu- 
Sable degrees, to our great High Prieſt, and were, in fact, the cavſe _ 
Pf his ſurmounting all difficulties, Thete are frequently re pre- 
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| ops nted by unters; Whoſo beheveth on me, out of his belly thall. 
alk F flow rivers of living waters,” Aud the enjoyment of them is de- 
op- eribed by drinking ; “ He that drintetb of the water that | ſhall 
ble: give him, Chall never thirſt. hen the ſenie may run in this 
0100; Wcll-coniced and per ſpicuous manner. If it be aſked, How ſhall 


e Redeemer be able to execute the various and important offices, 
orctold in the preceding parts of the piaha? the prophet replies, 
He pull drink of the brook in the way. He ſhall not be left barely to his 


10020" eman nature, which muſt: unavoidably tink. under the tremendous 
u ret Wok. of recovering a loſt world; but, through the whole coute of. 
1010 Ws 1ncarnate ſtate, through the whole admintitration of bis media» 
|, of Moria! kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with. omuipotent ſuccours. He. 
ech an drink at the brook of almighty power. and travel on. in the 


ſeatnels of anuncreated ſtrength. ———Therefore ſhall he lift up bis heads 
Mehis means, ſhall he be equal to the prodigious taſk, and ſuperior 
all oppoſition. By this means, ſhail he be tho raug hi jucceſsful, in 
Mate ver he undertakes z, and great y triumphant over All his enemies. 
5 ' ; . _-. gepare” 
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egard to yourſelves, Think not that. IMMANYr! 
Kill want believers, or heaven inhabitants becauſe yy 
continue incorrigible. No; the Lamb that was fl, 
will „ ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied; 
in a never failing ſeries of faithſul people below, . 
an immenſe choir of glorified faints above; who ſhal 
form his retinue, and ſurround his throne, in ſhinigg 
and triumphant armies, fuch as no man can number, 


Here, I was reminded of the various expedient 
which Providence, unſearchably wile; uſes to Fru 
Jy both the material and intellectual world. — Sone. 
times, you ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhowers, 
burſting from the angry clouds. They laſh the pling 

and make the rivers foam. A ſtorm. brings them, an 
a deluge follows them.—At other times, theſe gents 
dews are formed in the ſerene evening-air : they (tal 
down by ſoft degrees, and with inſenfible illneſs; f 
ſubtle, that they deceive the niceſt eye; ſo ſilent, tha 
they eſcape the moſt delicate car. Yet, theſe verf 
different operations, concur in the /ane beneficial ed. 
and impart fertility to the lap of nature, go, ſome 
have 1 known, reclaimed from the unfr uitful works of 
darkneſs, by violent and ſevere means. The Almight 

ty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he addreiled th 


faelites at Sinai, with lightoing in his eyes, ande 
thunder in his voice. The mind ſmit with a ſenſe d - 
guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal vengeance, treu 
bled through all her powers; juſt as that ſiroy 
mountain tottered to its centre. Pangs and aon » 
preceded their new- birth. They travailed in pain * 
and were reduced to the foreſt extremities, befor 
they found reſt to their ſouls.— Others have beco g. 
covered from a vain converſation, by methods moo. 
mid and attractive. The Father of ſpirits, appli $ 
"himſelf to their tender conſciences, in Fin a ſtill Y 
„ {mall voice.” His grace came down, as the "ail * 
to à fleece of wool or as theſe ſoftening, drops HHH, 


now water the earth. The kingdom of Gov toi 
place in their hearts, without noiſe or obſer vad 
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They paſſed from death unto life, from a carnal to- 
WS regenerate ſtate, by almoſt imperceptible advances, 
uc tranſition reſembled the growth of corn: was 
Ney viſible when effected; though ſcarce: ſenſible 
WS bile accompliſhing. 0 thou Author and Fi- 4 
$8 of our faith, recal us from our wanderings, | 'Y 
Wand reunite us to thyſelf! | Whether thou alarm us 
ich thy Ferrors, or allure us with thy /miles : whe» 
ber thou drive us with the ſcourges of conviction, or 
raw us with the cords of love: let us in any wiſe, re- 
Jura to thee ; for thou art our ſupreme good; thou 
; Art our only happineſs. 
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Br FORE I proceed further, let me aſcend the Nera 
b 34 take one ſurvey of the neighbouring country.— 
0 | what a proſpect ruſhes upon my ſight; how vaſt! 
dow various! how “' full and plenteous with all man- 
ner of ſtore!” Nature's whole wealth !—What a 
ch and inexhauſtible magazine is here; furniſhing © 
Wubliſtence for every creature | Methinks, I read, in 
Wlicſe ſpacious volumes, a moſt lively comment upon 
What noble celebration of the divine beneficence; Hg 


Peneth his hand, and flleth all 2 living with "Re 
eouſneſs. 


| Theſe are thy 8 works, Parent of good, 

Almighty ! 'Thine this univerfal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair! Thyſelf bow wondrous then? 
MiL rox. 


v1 The felds are covered deep, and ſtand thick with 
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= orn. They expand the milky grain to the ſun; in 
10 der to receive from his beams, a more firm con- 


ſtence, and a golden hue; that they may be quali- 
ed to fill the huſbandman's barns with r and 
s heart with gladneſss. x” 
Yonder lie the meadows, ſmoothed into a perfect ö 
vel; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt 
bers; and loaded with * Spontaneaus crops of 
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Horidity to our circulating fluids; add a more vie 
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herbage : which, converted into hay, will prove a 1 
commodious proviſion for the barrenneſs of win 


will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable animals, 


all the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or bu 
in ſnows,—A winding /iream glides along the flo: 
margin; and receives the image of the bending || 


and waters the roots of many a branching wil 


It is ſtocked, no doubt, with variety of ,; that 
ford a ſolitary diverſion to the angler, and noy 
for his table a delicious treat. Nor is it the only 
Tit of this liquid element, to maintain the finny nati 
it alſo carries cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes Fruitſul 
where-ever it rolls the cryſtal current, 

* The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, che: 
the proſpect; and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for 
cattle, There, our oxen are made ſtrong to labc 
* and our,/beep bring forth thouſands, and ten t 


. ſands.” There the horſe acquires vigour, for 
diſpatch of our buſineſs; and ſpeed to expedite 


ourneys. From thence, the kine bring home 


udders diſtended with one of the richeſt and heal 
liquors in the world. : 3 


On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome g1 


Folonade, erects its towering head. Every one | 
Jjeas a friendly ſhade for the beaſts; and creat 


hoſpitable lodging for the birds. Every one it; 


ready, to furniſh fimber for a palace; maſt fe 


navy; or, with a more condeſcending courteiy, 


for our hearths.— One of them ſeems ik 
With a wild uncultivated heath ; which, like wel 


poſed ſhades in painting, throws an additional lu 


on the more ornamented parts of the lindikip. 


is its uſefulneſs, like that of a foil, relative only, 


real. There, ſevcral valuable creatures are pre 
ced, and accommodated; without any expence or 
of ours. There likewiſe ſpring abundance oft 


herbs, which aſſuage the ſmart of our wounds, 
allay the fiery tumults of the fever; which im 


— 


— 
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an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth) l 
1 throw open their whole dimenſions to its triendly 
. warmth.. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
& a diſtinguiſhing view ; and proves to be an olitor, 
. It looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal republic 
Whatever may reſemble the pomp of courts, vr th 
enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this humble com. 
munity. None of the productions of the kitchen-par 
den affect finery, but all are habited with perfect de 
cency. Here, thoſe celebrated qualities are eminent 
ly united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the ex+Ctcſt nes 
nels 8. A ſkilful band has parcelled'opr the whok Wi 
ground, into narrow beds, and intervebing alleys WF" 
The ſame diicreet management has affigned to eich 
family, a proper and diſtin& abode. So that there 
no confuſion, amidſt a great multitude; becauſe cver 
individual is affuciated with propriety, and all the 
tribes are ranged with regularity.— But, if it be ples 
ſing to behold their orderly ſituation, and their model 
beauties; how delightful, to conſider the advantage 
they Peg 1 What a und of choice accommodations 
here What a ſource of wholefome dainties ! and al, 
for the enjoyment of man. Why does the parly 
with her frizzled locks; ſhagg the border; or wh 
the celery, with her whitening arms, perforate the 
mould; but to render his ſoops ſavoury! ? The 4% 
- ragus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the ti 
fruits of the ſeaſon ; and the articheak ſpreads its tut 
gid top, in order to give him a treat of vegetable mat 
row. The tendrils of the + cucumber creep into til 
ſun ; and, though baſking in its horteft rays, the 


7+ Simplex munditiis. | Hor. 
+ Virgil, with great conciſeneſs, and- equal . defend 
te cucumber, 3 

F -Tortuſque per: herbam 
te in Venirem Cucu mii 
Ffilton has (if we admit Dr Bentley's alteration, which is, I thin 
in this. place, unqueſt:onably juſt, almoſt tranſlate the Laiin poth 
| Tod crept ©: 4 

wi The ſwelling gourd c 

4. e IV. Far. Lot B. vil. 326. 
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crete for their maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, 
he moſt cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand 
4 rm, like files of embattled troops; the pea/e reſt up- 
| dn their props, like ſo many companies of invalidsz 
While both repleniſh their pods with the fatneſs of the | 
Firth, on purpoſe to pour it out on their owner's 
q bible —Not one ſpecies, among all this variety of 
W.crbs, is a cumberer of the ground. Not a ſingle 
Plant, but is good for food, or ſome way ſalutary. 
| 8 with ſo beneficent an ceconomy, are the ſeveral 
Periods of their miniſtration ſettled; that no portion 
br the year ĩs left deſtitute of ſuch nourithing eſculents, 
5 are beſt ſuited to the temperature of the air, and the 
ö Pate our bodies. O! why ſhould the poſſe/r of ſo 
Haluable a ſpot, envy the condition of Kings $*? Since 
e may daily walk amidſt rows of peaccable and obſe- 
(ious ſubjects. Every one of which tenders him 
Pme agreeable preſent, and pays him a willing tribute. 
uch as is moſt excellently adapted, both to ſupply 
his wants, and to regale his taſte: to furniſh him, at 
ace, with plenty and with pleaſure, 
At a diſtance, one deſcrics the mighty hills : they 
ave their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
ke the barricrs of kingdoms, or the boundaries of 
laure. Bare and deformed as their ſurface may ap- 
tear, their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures 
reaſures, lodged faſt in the guarries, or ſunk. deep i in 
he mines, From thence, iuduſtry may draw her im- 
lements; to plow the ſuil, to reap the grain, and 
rocure every neceſſary convenience. From thence, 
t may fetch her materials; to rear the dome, to 
well the organ, and form the nobleſt ornaments of 
oliter life. 

On another fide, the great deep terminates the view. 
There go the thips: : there is that Leviathan" and 


Nie rarum tamen in Dumis lus, 1 circum ; 
Lilia, Verbenajque premens, vefrumque Papaver, | 
Regum æquabat Opes Animis : jeraque revertens | 
Nocte _— Dapibus Menus oncravat ine mptis. 

3 2 | Vug. Georg. IV. I. 135 | 
Vol. 1, K 8 theres 
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mere, in that world of waters, an inconceivable num 
2 ber of animals have their habitation. This is the < 
> pacious ciſtern of the univerſe; that admits, as into 
receptacle; and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir ; what 
ever waters the whole globe. There is not a fountain, 
that guſhes in the unfrequented deſart; not a rivule, 
| that flows in the remoteſt continent; nor a cloud, 
that ſwims in the higheſt regions of the firmament; 
but is fed by this all-r<pleniſhing ſource.——The o. 
| cean is the grand vehicle of trade, and the uniter of 
= @Giſtant nations: to us it is peculiarly kind, not only 
ads it wafts into our ports, the, harveſt of cyery climate; 
ml . renders qur iſland the centre of traffic; but alſo as i 
= Afccurcs us from foreign invaſions, by a fort of impreg, 
nable entrenchment “*. 

Methinks, the view of this profuſe munificence in. 
Tpires a ſecret ng; and kindles a dyentere/ied good 
will, -— While the * little hills clap their hands,” and 

the luxuriant * valleys laugh and ſing;“ who an 
forbear catching the general joy ? who is not touched 
with lively ſenſations of pleaſure ?—— While the ever 
'- Jaſting Father, is ſcattering bleflings through his whole 
E » family, and crowning the year with his goodneſs; who 
| does not feel his breaſt over flowing with a diffulire 
benevolence ?—— My heart, I muſt confeſs, Ecats high 
with ſatis faction; and breathes out congratulatory wiſie, 
upon all the tenants of theſe rural atodes ; Peace bt 
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* Wheſe rampart was the ſea, Nah. iii. 8. | 
I hope, this little excurſion into the country, will not be Jookel 
upon as a departure from my ſubject; becauſe a rural view, thou 
mo efſential part of a garden, is yet neceſſary to complete i 
beauty. As uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable property, that en 
attend any production; this is the circumſtance, chiefly touched ups 
on in the ſurvey ot the land{kip. Though every piece of this ei 
tenſive and diverſified ſcene, is caſt in the moſt elegant mould; jt 
nothing is calculated merely for ſhew and parade. You ice nothing 
3 3s tormed in the taſte of the oſtentatious obeliſk, or iuſignifcal 
XK pomp of the pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were admincd nth 
that conſummate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of the 
- Niverſe. All the decorations of nature are no leſs advartcgeous, wa 
ernamental 5 ſuch as ſpeak the Maker infinitcly beneficent, as vel 
ancomparably magnificent. obs 1 
3 | ow * Bra, WIC 
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Br within your walls, as well as plenteouſneſs around 
pour dwellings.” Live, ye highly tavoured; live 
aſible of your benefits, and thank ful to your bene- 
or. Look round upon theſe prodigioufly large 
W:comes of the fruitful ſoil, and call them (for you 


of 
nv 


have free leave) all your own. —Oaly let me remind 
1 you, of one very important truth. Let me ſuggeſt, 


Wand may you never forget; that you are obliged. to. 
canis r Jesus, tor every one of theſe accommoda- 
Wrions, which ſpring from the teeming earth, and ſmi - 
ing ſkies: For, . | 
I. CurisT * made them, when they were not. —He 
fetched them up from utter darkneſs; and gave them 
both their being, and their beauty. He created the ma- 
terials of which they were compoled; and moulded them 
into this endleſs multiplicity of amiable forms, and 
uſeful ſubſttaces. He arrayed the heavens, with a 
veſture of the mildeſt blue; and clothed the earth in 
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a livery of the gayeſt green: his pencil ſtreaked, and 
3 his breath periumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant 
ole When I aſcribe the work of creation to the $ 0 N, T am far, 
ho very far, from offering to exclude the eternal FATHER, and 
Gre ever-bleſſed SPIRIT, from the ſame houbur, The acts of thoſe - 
ink iaconceivably glorious perſons are, like their efſence, undivided in 
„one. But I chooſe to ſtate the important point in this manner, 
1 becauſe this is the manifeſt doctrine of the New Teſtament; the 
& de 


expreſs belief of our church; and a moſt noble peculiarity, of the 
goſpel· revelation.— I chooſe it alſo, becauſe I would take ever 
opportunity of inculcating, and celebrating, the divinity of the 
oe REDEEMER: a truth, that imparts an unutterable dignity to- 

Chriſtianity ; a truth which lays a moſt immoveable foundation, for 


of all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian : a truth, which will ren» 
* det the myſtery of our redemption, the wonder and delight of eter- 
* nity; and with this truth, every one will obſerve, my aſſertion is 
1 0 inleparably connected. ES 5 | 

1 1 If any one queſtions, whether this be the doctrine of our church; 


let the Creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn devotions, deter- 
mine his doubt: I believe,” ſays that form of ſound words, ** in 
"one LORD JESUS CHRIST, very GOD of very 
* GOD, by whim all things were- made.” lf it be farther inquired, 
from whence the Nicene tathers derived this article of their faith ? 
L anſwer, from the writings of the beloved diſciple, who lay on 
the Saviour's boſom; and of that great, Apoſtle, who was caught up 
Wo the third heaven, John i. 3. Col. i. 16. | Rs 
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in the univerſe. His ſtrength ſet faſt the mountam WM 
his goodneſs garniſhed the vales; and the ſame ud 

that healed the leper, wrought the whole viſible % 
into this complete perfection. 

2. CHRIST recovered them when they were for l 
feited. By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the com: 
forts of life, and fruits of the ground: his diſobed. 
ence was the moſt impious and horrid. zrea/cn again 
the KING of kings. Conſequently, his whole pair. 
mony became confiſcated ; as well the portion of ten Wi 
poral good things, ſetiled upon the human race du. 

ring their minority; as that everlaſting heritage reier- b 
ved for their enjoyment, when they ſhould come 6 
full age. But the © ſeed of the woman,” inſtantly WF 
 Interpoſing; took off the attainder, and redeemed the 

alienated inheritance. The firſt Adam being difine 
herited, the ſecond Adam * was appointed heir of al 
things, viſible as well as inviſible: and we hold our 
poſſeſſion of the one; we expect an inſtatement in the 
other, purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and 
Our union with him. ; 
3. CHRIsT wphoids them, which would otherwik 
tumble into ruin. By him, fays the oracle of inſpica 
tion, all things conjijt T. His finger rolls the fealons 
TE ron 
I Heb. i 2. In this ſenſe, at leaſt, CHRIST is the Saviour rf 
men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of the earth; 
food to cat, and raiment to put on ;—all theſe he purchaſed, even 
for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of his bread, who lift up 
their heel againſt him. ; 
Me learn from hence, in what a pecultar and endearing lig“ tle 
= _Chriſlian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen, Heathens migit 

. &iſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſdom, in the ſtructure ot 

the univerſe : Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendovs lie. 

. ality in the unreſerved grant of the whole fabric, with all us tut 
niture, to the ſervice of man - But the Chriſtian ſhould ever ke 

in mind his forfeiture of them, and the piice paid to redeem them 

He ſhould receive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the J 

received the law, from the hand of a Mediator: or rather, to bn 

they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the ſtores of an unbounded 
bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſon / tide, wha 
"ſtreamed from I N ANU E L's veins. i 
I Col. i. 17. I beg leave to ſubjoin St Ch yeiν]ͤ's pertinent and 


beautiful note upon the paſſage; by which it will 1 that 1 
— 5 8 ; Vu ſenunm 
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und, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolutions, 
is finger winds up the wheels, and impels every 
ring, of vegetative nature. In a word, the whole 
eight of the creation reſts upon his mighty arm; and 
Wheccives the whole harmony of its motions, from his. 
Wancrring eye. —— This habitable globe, with all its rich 
Woppendages, and fine machinery, could no more con- 
Wioue, than they could create themſelves. Start they 
Would into inſtant confſtion; or drop into their primi- 
ive nothing; did not his power ſupport, and his wiſe. 
om regulate them every moment. In conformity to. 
is will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their 
Wprders ; and wait only for his ſovereign nod, to. © fall 
away like water that runneth apace.“ LE 
4. CHRIST * afuates them, which would other- 
riſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant. Penſioners they are, 
Konſtant penſioners, on his bounty, and borrow their 
L Il from his fulneſs. He only has life ; and whatever 
Pperates, operates by an emanation from his all- ſuffi 
[ jency. Does the grape refreſh you with its enaliven- 
Bog juices? It is by a warrant received, and virtue 
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ie erived from the Redeemer. Does bread ſtrengthen 
our heart, and prove the ſtaff of your life? Remem- 
as er, that it is by the Saviour's appointment, and 


nd, 
fall 


rh; 
ven 
t ug 


rough the efficacy of his operations. You are 
Eharmed with Yig melody, when the © time of ſinging 
E of birds is come, and the voice of the nightingale 
is heard in your land,” You taſte his goodnels in 
luſcious fig, the melting peach, and the muſky 
1 our of the apricot. You tmeil hs ſweetneſs in the 
niglt | 
re; 02 
libe⸗ 


ntiment of theſe ſections is not merely. a private opinion, but the 
owed belief of the primitive church. 18/787, ſays the eloquent 
ther, +45 avloy xgspra]ar h Tae vg ant & H, avid avid ex. 
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ſohn v. 17. My Father worketh bitber to. and 1 work; i c. Lexert: 
at untemitting and unwearied energy, which is the life of the 
gation, — Thus the words are paraphraſed by a maſterly expoſitory, 
ho has Illuſtrated the lite of our bleſſed Lo x D, in the N oſt elegant 
lle of eriticiim; with the mbſt amiable ſpirit of devotion; and. 
thout any,amixturc of the malignant leaven, or low ſingularities of 


puty. See the Family Expoſitor, vol 1, ſect. 47. 4 
= Xx 3 opening 
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opening honey ſuckle, and every odoriferous ſhrub 
Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they would, 
doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency of their own, and 
aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker. =— © W. 
s are ſervants,” would they ſay, „of him who died 
for you. Ciſterns only, dry ciſterns in ourſcly 
we tranſmit to mortals no more than the uncreate( 
% Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not, that fron 
any ability of our own we furniſh you with aſſit. 
“ ance, or atminilter to your comfort. It is the 
« divine energy, the divine energy alone, that 
Works in us, and does you good. - We ſerve you, 
„ O ye ſons of men, that you may /ove him, why 
« placed us in thefe ſtations, O!] love the Loxy, 
« therefore all ye who are ſupported by our miniſtry; 
© or elſe we ſhall * groan with indignation, and re. 
« pret at your abuſe of our ſervices —— Uſe us, and 
welcome; for we are yours, if. ye are CHRIST, 
*% Crop our choiceſt beauties; rifle all our treaſure; 


4e qualities; only let us be zncentives to gratitude, ul 
© motives to obeilience.” | : | 


Having gazed the ſpacious ty, and ſent a glance 
round the ixſerior creatien; it is time to deſcend from 
this eminence, and confine my attention to the beat 
Fiful ſpot below. Here, nature, always pleaſing, cyery- 
where lovely, appears with peculiar attractions. You: 
der ſhe feems dreſſed in her due; grand, but it 
regular. Here ſhe calls in her hand-maid art; and 
ſhines in all the delicate orzaments that the niceſt cul 
tivation can convey. Thoſe are her ecmmon apartments 
where ſhe lodges her ordinary gueſts ; this is her ca 
net of eurigſities, where the entertains her intimate 4. 
__quaintance.—— My eye ſhall often expatiate ove! 
thoſe ſcenes of univerſal fertility : my feet ſhall ſons 
times bruſh through the thicket, or traverſe the lah 
or ſtroll along the foreſt-glade ;* but to this delight 


* 


— 


* Rom. viii. 22 | 
* retren 
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* 


| - | xcurſions, but her S will 1 daweil. 


— — ; 


Wour judicious. Locke, having trode the circle of the 
Wſcicnces, and ranged through the whole extent of his 
Van literature, at length betook themſelves folely to 
the Bible. Leaving the ſages of antiquity, they fat 
Winceflantly at the feet of Jesus, Wiſely they withdrew 
from that immenſe multiplicicy- of learning; from 
Whoſe, endleſs tracks of amuſing erudition ; where 
Wnoxious weeds are mixed with wholeſome herbs: 


D 

7 Wwhere is generally a much larger growth of - prickly 
e. ſchrubs, than of fruitful boughs. They ſpent their 
1 WEmoſt mature hours in thoſe hallowed gardens which 
oe Pop's own wiſdom planted, Which Gop's own Spirit 


watereth, and in which Gop's own Son is continually 


22 
1 
1% 


853 5 - . 3 
de walking: where he mecteth thoſe that ſeek him, and 
nd Wrcvealcth to them the glories of his perſon, and the 


EA 


riches of his goodneſs, 


ce 


on vote my future application to the lively vracles, From 


Noether purſuits one may glean ſome fragments of ſpe- 
rr cious inſtruction: from this 1 truſt to reap a harveſt 


o of che ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt improvements, 
t- and the pureſt joys“. Waft me then, O] waft my 


and mind to Sian'g conſecrated bowers. Let my thoughts 


cu Pperpetually rove through the awfully pleaſing walks 
tot inſpiration. Here grow thoſe heaven- born plants 
ache trecs of /ife and knowledge ; whole ambroſial fruits 


ir, from my low procedure, I may form an allu- 
Won to the moſt exalted practices, 1 would obſerve, _ 
pon this occaſion, That the celebrated Eraſmus, and 


| treat ſhall be my chief reſort. Thither will 1 nal 


Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! 
EHaving had a Za/te of the politer ſtudies, I would de- 


eee now may take and ear, and live for ever.” Here 


Low thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteouſneſs ; 
whole living waters © whoſoever drinks ſhall thirſt no 
* more.” And what can the fables of Grecian ſong, 


Af 


titer, felicitas. 


they 


or the fineſt pages of Roman cloquence— what can 


* Drirquid docetur, veritas; guicguid precipitur, bonitas ; quicquid pros 


Py I. = 
e , 
* — * 1 


— 
A 2 


-__ 
— — — 
E. P ”* 2 
— 5 
4 . 


— 
ne — 
—— 


4 
a , 5 4 
s » 
- 7 » ” ? * l 
3 FF, . 
- = 8 8 £ * L kg 5 i : 
A 1 . Fun 8 . : 2 * 5 ** 2 * 4 ; 
| ; * 
y — . pf — — 9 2 2 9 1 6 «4 . 1 * 
- DS. — ng * Spot ag wy. — ho _ , — 2 r — — —— 4 : . - 
. hn 2 — 8 24 Oe *: 5 — * r LAG I 8 — jg — -- — n n _ 
— < — 4 2 * = — — 3 — 8 1 . 2 p 
* E —_ — N _ > 0 "A, a E 2 1 
2 — —— A * — 2 om — . 2 9 R * — Pp N 2 — — - — 
7 2 2 . _—_— £ s : ons _ * - n y _ - _ 
— _ "<0; : Q — n 
* C — ne Be 4, * g e 3 - 
2 . R 
1 ” — Soren and Pt & — 5 — — 
— 2 3 oO - kn 2 — 
* 


*  apeſtles. With the one I would carry on ſome occy 
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16 REFLECTIONS ON A | 
they exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe math 
leſs prerogatives of revelation ! ——Therefore, thou 


I ſhould not diſlike to pay a viſit now and then toy 
Heat ben maſters, I would live with the prophets an 


ſional correſpondence : but the others ſhould be ny 
boſom - friends; my inſeparable companions ; * ny 
„delight, and my counſellors,” 


War ſweets are theſe that ſo agreeably ſalute ny 
' noſtrils! They are the breath of the flowers; the in. 
cenſe of the garden.—— How liberally does the jefſi. 
mine diſpenſe her odoriferous riches ! How deliciouſy 
has the woodbine embalmed this morning-walk ? Thy 
air is all perfume. — And is not this another mot 
engaging argument, to farfake the bed of /{oth ? Why 
would lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs flumbers ; waile fo mz 
ny breathing ſweets invite him to a feaſt of fraprancy] 
Eſpecially conſidering, that the advancing day will ex 
Hale the volatile dainties. A fugitive treat they are, 
prepared only for the waketul and induftrious; 
whereas, when the ſluggard lifts his heavy eyes, the 
flowers will droop; their fine ſcents be diflipated; 
and inſtead of this refreſhing humidity, the air vil 
become a kind of liquid fire. 1 5 
With this very motive, heightened by a repreſents 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning ſcenary, 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort. 
There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and fo much !if 
in the de/cription, of theſe rural images; that I can- 
not excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole pak 
ſage — Whiſper it, ſome friendly genius, in the ext 
of every one, that is now ſunk in fleep, and loſt iv 


all thele noble gratifications } . 
| Awake: the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 5 
Calls you : ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring Wk. 


The tended plants, how blows the citron grove; 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 


1 


- 
1 
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| ow nature paints her colours; how the bee : 
its on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets *. 


Hor delightful is this fragrance! It is diftributed in 

ee niceſt proportion; neither ſo ſtrong as to opprels the 
gans, nor fo faint as to clude them. — We often fit 
oyed and ſated at a fumptuous banquet; but this plea- 
ire never loſes its poignancy, never palls the appetite.— 
re luxury itſelf is Mnocent and refined; or rather, 

In this cafe, indulgence is incapable of exceſs.— This 
amp entertainment not only regales the /en/e, but _ 
Wlicars the very /oul; and, inſtead of clogging, elates 


7 Ws powers.—lt puts me in mind of that ever-memo- 
L Fable ſacrifice, which was once made in behalf of of- 
| 


Pending mortals. I mean the /acrifice of the bleſſed 
Jesus: when he offered up himſelf to Gop, © for a 
ſweet-ſmelling favour.” For ſuch the Holy Spirit 
Wilcs chat wonderful oblation: as if no image, in the 
hole ſenfible creation, was ſo proper to give us an 


"ca of che in Fable ſatisfactian, which the Father of”. 
* Percies conceived, from that unparallelled atone- 
1 bent ; as the pleaſing ſenſations, which ſuch rich per- 


mes are capable of raiſing. * Thouſands of rams, 
and ten thouſand of rivers of oil,” from an apoſtate 
porid ; the moſt ſubmiſſive acknowledyments, added 
þ the moſt coſtly offerings, from men” of defiled 
ands, and unclean lips; what could they have ef- 
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I td? A prophet introduces the “ high and lofty 
110 One, that inhabiteth eternity,“ turning himſelf a- 
from ſuch filthy rags; turning himſelf away 
5. Iich a diſdainful abhorrence ñ, as from the not 
* pac ſteams of a dung-hill.— Zut in CHRIS T' imma. 
* late holineſs; in CHRIST's confummate obedience; 


CARISs T's moſt precious blood - ſhedding; ON with 
hat unimaginable complacency does juſtice reſt ſa- 
bed, and vengeance acquicſce I- All thy works, O 
lou Surety for ruined ſianers! all thy /efferings, O 
ou aughtered Lamb of GoD! as well as all thy 
Mill Par, Loſt, B. V. I. 20. | WOE 


Ontment and perfume rejoice the heart, Prov. xxvii. 9. 
Aus v. al. 22, OO Pos Bt 


| garments, 


* 


3 +Þ 1 


/ 
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garments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church! * jy} 
of myrrh, aloes, and cafſia! They are infinitely may, 
3 Ai to the eternal Godhead, than the choicck q. 
| halations of the garden, than all the odours of the 
Tpicy caſt, can be to the human noſtrils. 


As the altar of old ſanctified the gift, fo this is th 
great propitiation, which recommends the ch 
perſons, and unprofitable ſervices, of the believing 


World. In this may my ſoul be intereſted | By H. 
map it be reconciled to the Father !—'There is ſuch1 


leprous depravity cleaving to my nature as pollute 
whatcver I perform. My moſt profound adoration, 
and fincereſt acts of religion, muſt not preſume tg 
challenge a reward, but humbly implore forgivench; 4: 
Tenouncing, therefore, myſelf in every inſtance d 
duty; diſclaiming all ſhadow of confidence ꝓ in an 
deeds of my own; may I, now and evermore, be a: 
- Cepted through the Beleved ! 


Wär colours, what charming colours, are her! 


Theſe! ſo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo delicately /angui 


What a glow, is enkindled in ſome! What a gi 


— bd Pſal. xlv. 9. TH k k 

? A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority thus addreſſes the grit 
obſerver of actions, and ſearcher of hearts; and vindicates my 
timents, while he fo juſtly and beautifully utters his own; 


* 


Look down, great G ON, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 
On a poor breathing particle in duſt. | 
His erimes forgive; forgive his vittues too, 

Thoſe ſmaller fu lis, haif eonverts to the right, Night Thoughts, Noll 


I See page 44. and 45. in the ſecond edition of a molt Cundid c 


evangelical little treatiſe, called, CHRISTIANITY the ge 


ORNAMENT of human life. « If Chriſtians b. ph 
„avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often f:tal rock of at 
© fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he [i. e. Sat in] will endeavour" 
all kind of plauſible 1nftauations, to ſplit them on the oppo 
% viz, ſpiritual pride, oſtentation, and dependence on th: Wkly | 
% if THESE were the meritorious, or procuring cauſe of all tt 
te peace, hope, conſolation, and divine acceptance.—NuV 10 
„ ſe f-dependence may be ranked among the moſt dargerous of thel 
6 fernal politics, becauſc the fatal poiſon lics deep, and tov 0 
und iſcerned.· | Ons | 

NN \ | {hind 
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nes upon others! In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby, 
cc her bleeding radiance ; in another, the ſapphire, 
un her ſky-tinctured blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite 
chneſs of dyes, as no other ſet of paintings in the u- 
Prerſe can boaſt “. With what a maſterly ſkill, is every 
Ine of the varying tints diſpo/ed! Here they ſeem to 
e thrown on with an 2a/y daſh, of ſecurity. and free- 
om; there they are adjuſt-d by the niceſt touches of 
rt and accuracy. Thoſe, which form the ground, 
re always fo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the 
aſtre of the ſuperadded figures; while the verdure 


2 
4 


part new livelineſs to the whole. Indeed; whether 


ey are blended or arranged; ſoftened or contraſted 3 
1 bey are manifeſtly under the conduct of a taſte, that 
erer miſt kes; a felicity, that never falls ſhort of the 


Pery perfection of elegance. — How inimitably fine is 


Ihe texture of the web, on which theſe ſhining trea- 
Hes are diſplayed ! What are the labours of the Perſian 
Poms, or the boaſted commadities of Bruſſels, com- 
Pired with theſe curious manufactories of nature? 
Tompared with theſe, the moſt admired chintſes 
Fould loſe their reputation; even ſuperfine cambrics, 
Bppcar coarſe as canvas in their preience. 


ere 
gu 
1 
Waar a charming argument does our Saviour de- 
Five from hence, to ſtr-ngthen our aſiance in Gop! 
He directs us to learn a leſſon of hcaven-depending ' 
Raith, from every bird that wings the air; and from 
Very flower that bloſſoms in the field. If Providence, 


gn 
my (8 


Noll 
did 10 
he geh 
happl 
a (eh 
voul, 
oppen 


res; and arrays theſe inſenſible beings, with ſo 
uch ſplendor; furcly he will in no wiſe with. hold 
rom his elcct children, “ bread to cat, and raiment 


1 


— V ho can paint 
Like nalure? Can imagination boaſt, - 


0! gp K | 
+ all tn Amid his gay creation, hues like thete ? 
Now M Aud can he mix hem with that matchleſs ſkill, 
of thel And lay them on ſo dclicatcly fine, 
(00 oft And loſe them in each other, as appears 5 
| In ev'ty bud that blows j—— ', Thomſon's Spring. 
{hind | o 


f the impalement, or the ſhadowings of the foliage, 


Fith unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior crea- 
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tributes of a butterfly the idol of its affections? 
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1% REFLECTIONS ON A 
tt to put on. — O ye faithful followers of the Lank 


© diſmiſs every low anxiety, relating to the needful j, 
Henance of life. He that feeds the ravens from an in 


exhauſtible magazine; he that paints the plants wig 
ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance; in ſhort, he that provich 
ſo liberally, both for the animal and vegetable pam 
of his creation; will not, cannot, neglect his ou 
people. Fear notelittle flock, ye peculiar objects d 
almiglity love ! it is your Father's goed pleaſure 71 gin 
you a fingdem *. And, if he freely give you an eber 
dafting kingdim hereafter ; he will certainly allow you 
all nece{jary conveniencies here. Ke He 

Ons cannot forbear reflecting, in this place, on thi 
too prevailing humour, of being fond and oflentating 
of dreſs | ; what an abject and miſtaken ambition i 


this! 

* Luke all. 32. 9 | 
4+ Mr Aadiſon has a fine remark on a female warrior celebrated hy 
Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other great qualities, thi 
Titile foible mingled itfelf. | :cauſe, as the poet relates, an items 
rate fondneſs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of armour, betrayed he 
3nto ruin. In this circumſtance, our critic diſcovers a moral conceib 


ed; this he admires as a neat, though oblique ſatire, on that tiifluy 


paſſion. Spe ct. Vol. I. No 15. 


{ would refer it to the judicious reader, whether theie js not 


beauty of the /ame kind, but touched with a more maſterly hard, in 
the ſong of Deborah. —Speaking of Siſers's mother, the ſacred evchi 
riſtic ode repreſents her, as anticipating in her tond fancy, che viday 
of her ſon; and indulging the following ſoliloquy, — Have they 1 
ſped ? have they not devided the prey? to Siſera a prey of divers colows; ; 

cy of divers eolcurs of need!t-wark ; of divers colours of needle work pu tl 
ſides ; meet for the necks of them that tcke the jpuil ?—She takes no note 


ot the ſignal fervice he would do his countiy, by qtciling ſo dat 


gerous an inſurrection : never once reflects on the preſent acclami 
tions, the futue advancements, and the eternal praiſe, which are te 
wuival acknowledgments of an illuſtrious conqueror's metit. de 
can conceive nothing greater than to be clad in an embroidered vellut; 
and to trail along the ground a robe of the richeſt dyes. This 15, 


her imagination, the moſt noble ſpoil he can win; the mot diſie 


iſhing tropby he can erect It is alſo obſervable, bow 1d 
. V upon the t. ivial circumſtance; reiterating it again and agab 
It has ſo charmed her ignoble heart; ſo entirely engroficd her lite 
view; that ſhe can think of nothing elſe, /peak of nothing elſe; al 
can hardly ever deſi/t from the darling topic. Is not this a kh 
though gelicately couched cenſure, on that poor, contemptible, goth 
ling taſte ; which is enamoured with ſilken finery, and makes the i 


nos 
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e How unworthy the dignity of immortal, and the 
%% of rational beings | Eſpecially, ſince theſe little 
WE oductions of the earth have indiſputably the pre- 
ninence in ſuch outward embelliſhments. —Go' 
Noche thyſelf with purple and fine linen; trick thyſelf 
o in all che gay artire, which the ſhuttle or the needle 
an furoiſh 3 yet know, to the mortification of thy va- 
i, that the native elegance of a common daily “, 
Wclipſes all this elaborate finery.—Nay, wert thou 
Wicked like ſome illuſtrious princeſs, on her coronation» 
ay, in all the ſplendor of royal apparel; couldſt thou 
equal even So/gmen, in the height of his magnificence 
Wand glory; yet would the mean<{t among the fowery 
W:pulace outſhine thee : every diſcerning ey: would 
Woive the preference to theſe beauties of the F ground. 
corn then to borrow thy recommendations, from 
Wa ncat diſpolition of threads, and a curious arrange- 
Wncnt of colours. Aſſume a becoming greatneſs of 
Wcmper ; let thy endowments bc of the immortal kiad: 


ES oy 


tes auiiich OO eds 


1 : N 0 1 
1 udy to be all gloricus within ; be clothed with humi- 


Wity : wear the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit . 
Lo ſay all in a word, Put on the Log JesUsS CHRIST ||: 


Net his bd be iprinklcd upon thy contcience, and it 
in | 1 96 . 
clas How peculiarly conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſyirit 
1011 er that veverabble mother in Irael; when viewed in compariſon with 
bew and idle tura of he Capauritiſo lady {— Such ftrong and 
Woccutiiu] contraſts are, I think, tome of the moſt ſtriking excellencies 
i 06 


Wt poetic pointing ; and in no bock are they more tiequently uicd, 
Wor expreſſed with greater life, than inthe /acred volames of inſpiration. 
Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 7 5 
Thcy neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 
Let with confeſe'd magnificence deride 5 | 
Our mean attire, and impotence of pride. ir. 
Mr Cewley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination, ſtiles + 
hem St ers of earth. a 
{ How beautitully does the prophet deſcribe the furniture of & 
enewed and heavenly Mind; under the fimilitude of a rich and com- 
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* lee ſuit of apparet/ I will greatly rejoice in the LORD ; my ſoul ſuall 
* e joyful in iy GOD; for be bath clothed me with the garments of fal- 

; * ation ; Je bath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom 
1 


ae with ornaments, aud as a bride adot nell herſelf with ber 
ont 1 
0 ewels, 11. 1 i. 10. : 


the # Rom. xiii. 14, 


or. I. 
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122 REFLECTIONS ON A 


pe Mall be whiter than the virgin-ſaows : let His right 


&uſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner man; and 
thou ſhalt be amiable, even in the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
eye of Gon. Let his bleſſed Spirit dwell in thy heart; 
and, under his ſanctifying operations, thou ſhalt be 
made partaker of a divine natu fe. 
Theſe are real excellencies ; truly noble accompliſl. 


ments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be beautified: 
and thou wilt not find a rival in the feathers of a pet 
cock, or the foliation. of a tulip. Theſe will cxalt 
thee, far above the low pretenſions of lace and em: 
*broidery, Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the be 
tific preſence, and to take thy ſeat among the ang Wi 
of light, 1 5 


« I 
War an inchanting /uatien is this! One cin 
Acarce be melancholy within the atme/phere of flowers: 
ſuch lively hues, and delicious odours, not only ad- 
dreſs themſelves agreeably to the ſenſes; but touch, 
: 160 ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſweeteſt movements of 
the mind; | | 


* 


Io che heart inſpiring 0 
© Vernal * delight and joy. MIL r. B. IV. 


How often have I felt them diſipate the gm al 
thought, and trans fuſe a ſudden gaicty through the de 
jected ſpirit! 1 cannot wonder, that kings deſcend 
from their thrones, to walk amidſt blo:ming ivory and 
gold; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous feaſt, to 


* « ]-would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZE thi 
- ** natural pleature of the ſoul, and to improve this vernal delight, # 
'«& Milton calls it, into a Chriſiian virtue, When we find Corte 
4% jnſpited with this pleafing inſtinct, this ſecret ſatisfaction ard 
% complacency, ariſing from the beauties of the creation, let u 
„ confider, to whom we ſtand indebted tor all theſe entertainmens 
1% of ſenſe; and who it is, that thus opens his hand, and fills ti 
© world with good. Such an habitual diſpoſition of mind c/# 
e crates every field and wood; turns an ordinary walk into a mon! 
t ing or evening ſacrifice; ,and will improve thoſe tranſient glei 
„ which naturally brighten up and retreſh the foul on ſuch occabowh 
* into an inviolable and perpetual ſtate of bliſs and happinehs» 
4 N 8 Spect. Vol. V. No 39 
recreas 


* 
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reated with the more refined ſweets of the garden. 

WW -.nnot wonder, that queens forego, for a while, the 
apliments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the . 
terre; or withdraw from all the glitter of a court, 
be attended with the much more ſplendid eguipage 
WF 2 bed of fowers, — But if this be ſo plealing, what 
W anſporting pleaſure muſt ariſe from the fruition of 
Wncreated excellency ! O, what untneun delight, to 
ier into thy immediate preſence, moſt bletled Lord 
Woo! To ſee thee *, thou King of heaven, and 
Word of glory, no longer © through a glaſs darkly, 
but face to face!” To have all thy goodaels, all 
r greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad for 
Per with the brighteſt dilcovery of thy pertections, 
With the ineffable joy of thy countenance! - 


5 


This we cannot bear in our preſent imperfect ſtate, 

Nhe effulgence of unvailed diviaity would dazze a 

Portal fight. Our ſeeble faculties would be ver- 

elmed with ſuch a fulng/s of ſuperabundant bliis z 

Wd muſt lie opreſſed under ſuch “ an exceeding ' 

great, eternal weight of glory.“ But, © when this. 

8 corruptible hath put on incorruption,” the powers 

f the ſoul will be all invigorated; and thefe earthly ta- 

fernacles, (transformed into a likeneſs with Carts T's 

8 olorious body.” Then, though + © the moon 

# ſhall be confounded, and the fun aſhamed,” 

hen the Loxd of hoſts is revealed from hea- 
n; yet ſhall his faithful people be enabled to /e 
mas be is}, 1 5 95 
Here then, my wiſhes, here be fixed: be this your 


* Tf.iab repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the everlaſting 
did, by this elegant and amiable image; Thine eyes ſhall ſee the 
ng in his beauty..—— Milton touches the ſame ſubject with ſur- 
ling ele vation aud majeſty of thought: they | 


walk with G OD, 
Hizö in /alvation, and the climes of bliſs 8 


Ids which, like the fiery car, almoſt traaſport our affections to 
le glorious manſions, 15 


If, xxxiii. 17, Milt. B. XI. v. 707» 
[IL Viv. 23. | x Johm iii. 3. Re 4 
* 1 | determined 


— 
- 


4 


6 fon, but even 5 above all bleſling and praiſe.— 


determined and invariable aim: here give a looſe tg 


* 


* 
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your whole ardour : cry out, all that is within me, in 
the language of inſpiration, This one thing have 1 dij. 

red of the Fors, which, with inceflant earneftneh; ! 
will require ; thut I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe 

Je LoRD, all the days of my future /ife ; to b. Hall th 
Fair beauty of the Lokb *, and to contemplate, with 
wonder and adoration, —with unſpeakable and ever. 
laſting rapture—all the attributes of the incomprelicy 
ble Godhead. - 


SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating judge of human 
nature, knowing how much mankind is charmed with 
the fine qualities of flowers, has figured out the ble. 
ed JEsUs, that “ faireſt among ten thouſand,” by 
thele lovely repreſentatives. He ſtiles HIM, + 7h 
roſe Sharon; and, The lily of the valleys þ ; like the 
one, full of delights, and communicable graces ; like 
the other, exalted in majeſty, and complete in beauty, 
In that ſacred paſtoral he ranges the creation, borrovz 
its moſt finiſhed forms, and dips his pencil in ity 
choiceſt dyes, to preſent us with a {Ketch of the 
amiableneſs of his perſon : his amiablencts, who is the il 
light of the world; the glory of his church; the only 

hope, the ſovereign contolation of finners ; and high, 
infinitely high, not only above the nobleſt compare 


IJ 
„ 


®. Pſal. xxvii. 4. + Cant. ii. 1. 


Malis ut arboribus decori eſt, ut vitibus uva, 
Utque roſa campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Chriſtus decus omne ſuis,- 


By the lily of the valleys, I apprehend, is meant, not the flower 
Which commonly paſſes under that denomination, and is compus 
tively mean; but the grand, majeſtic, gaiden- lily; growing 01 

rich irriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manoch 

and arrives at the higheſt perfection. The circumſtance of the ul 
les, added by the ſacred writer, is ſigniflcant, not of the /pecies, bi 
of the place. This is by far the nobleſt interpretation, and nol 
exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual ſenſe; which intimates, That i 

' blefſed JESUS delights to dwell, by the communications of hi 
Spyrit, in mhle ears —CæyDN F 0 Lilian e 

f J : * N 1 
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nao make the ſame heavenly uſe of all ſubluna. 
We, cojoyments! Whatever is pleaſurable, or charms 
Ws below ; let it raiſe my defire to thoſe ſublime de- 
alis which are above: which will yield, not partial, 
Wt perfect felicity; not tranſient, but never-ending. 
usfaction and joy. —Yes, my foul, let theſe beauties- 
In miniature always remind thee of that glorious per- 
Won, in whom“ dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
W bodily.” Let thele little emanations teach thee to 
Whicſ after the eternal Fountain: Ol may the crea» 
Wures be thy conſtant clue to the Creator! For this is 
certain truth, worthy thy moſt frequent recollec- 
oa, and attentive conſideration, That the whole com» 
of finite perfection, is only a faint ray !, thot from 
What immente Source; is only a ſmall drop, derived 
rom that inexhauſtible Ocean of all good. = 
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War a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable among 
Ihe flowery tribes! How has the bountiful hand of 
Providence diverſified theſe niceit pieces of his works 
Panſhip! added the charms of an endleſs novelty to 
Bll their other perfections |—Becaule, a conſtant uni- 
þrnity would toon render the entertatament tireſome, 
r inſipid; therefore, every ſpecies exhibits ſomething 
Woticely new. 'Vhe fathion ſpreads not from family to 
amily; but every one has a mode of its own, which is 
Truly original. The moſt curſory glance perceives an 
Ipparent difference, as well as a peculiar delicacy, in 
he airs and habits, the attitude and lineaments ot e- 
cry dittinct class. „ e 
Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mein; and. 
Werlook, like ſovereigns or nobies, the whole parterre. 
Dthers ſeem more moderate in their aims, and ad- 
"2 ance only to the middle ſtations; a genius turned 
gr heraldry would term them, the gentry. ot the bor: 


— 7 * 8 2 — 


14000 : . ; 

ne val * —Thou ſitt'ſt above all heav'ns, | . 
125, bit To us inviubſe, or dimly ſeen y 

d me ia thetic thy bweſt works; yet theſe declare 


OE — — 


hat 1 Ihy,zoodaci. be, ond thougat, and pe w's dirine. 3 
6 of bl | oy 1 . Milt. Book V. 
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der. While others, free from all aſpiring views; creep 
unambitiouſly on the ground, and look like the cn, 
monalty of the kind.— Some are inter ſccked with ch. 
gant rips, or ſtudded with radiant ſpots. Some þ 
ect to be genteelly powdered, or neatly fringed; whil 
» Others are plain in their aſpect, unaffected in the 
dreſs, and content to pleaſe with a naked- implicit, 
Some aſlume the monarch's. purple; ſome look my} 
becoming in the virgin's white ; but black, dolcful 
black, has no admittance into the wardrobe of the 
ſpring. The weeds of mourning. would be a manifeſ 
indecorum, when nature holds an univerſal ſeſtival. 
She would now inſpire none but delightful ideas; and 
therefore always makes her appearance in ſome . 
miable- ſuit.— Here flands a warrior, clad with 
crimſon ; there fits a magi//rate, robed in ſcarlet; and 
vonder /ſiruts a pretty jellow, that ſeems to have dips 
ped his plumes in the rainbow, and glitters in all the 
gay colours of that reſplendent arch. Some 71/2 into 
a curious cup, or fall into a ſet of beautiful bells : lome 
ſpread: themſelves in a ſwelling rt, or. creud into 
delicious c/ufier.—In- ſome the predominant ſtan 
tens by the gentleſt diminutions, till it has even ſtok 
away from itſelf. Tune eye is amuſed at the agreeable 
deluſion; and we wonder to find ourſelves inicnlibly 
decoyed into a quite different luſtre. In others, you 
would think, the fine tinges were emulous of pte 
* eminence: diſdaining to mingle, they: confront ons 
another with the reſolution of rivals, determined i 
EF _Gifpune the prize of beauty; while each is improved 
dy the oppofition, into the higheſt. vivacity ot com- 
| plexion.. | i. | 
Hou manifold are thy works +; O Lox Dp! Mull 
lied even to a prodigy. Let in wiſdom, conſummat 
wiſdom, haft thou made them all. — How. I admire the 
vaRtneſs.of the contrivince, and the exact of dt 
execution]! Poor man with difficulty accompliſhes 
fingle work: hardly, and after many efforts, does l 
unc formoſiſimus ellis. Vig 
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ee at a tolerable imitation of ſome one production 
nature. But the almighty Artiſt ſpoke millions of 
oſtances into inſtantaneous being; all wonderfully 
rious, all completely perfe&, ——Repeated experi- 
Wo: nts. generally diſcover errors in aur happieſt inven- 
ons. But theſe fine ſtructures have pleafed for al- 
Voſt ſix thouſand years; and no F fault been dif- 

Wovered in the original plan, no room for the leaſt. 
Woprovement upon the firſt model. —— All our per- 
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e ormances the more minutely they are ſcanned, the | 
ore inpenſect they appear. But, with regard to "q 
d. heſe delicate objects, the more we ſearch into their IF, 


Properties, the more we are raviſhed with their gra- 
$ es: they are ſure to diſcloſe /reſb ftrokes of the moſt 
4 


3 
— fee 2. 
1 — 


ith aſterly ſkill, in proportion to the attention with. n 
nl Which they are examined.. | [; 
Jin BS Nor is the /implicity of the operation leſs aftonithing: Mt 
ths Wi han the accuracy of the workmanthip, or the infini- 9 
nt0 3 ude of the effects. Should you aſk, © Where, and: 9 
ome WE what, are the materials that beautify the blooming. * 
0 world? What rich tints; what ſplendid dyes; 8 
tain what ſtores of ſhining crayons; ſtand by the hea-, 


venly Limner, when he paints the robe of nature?“ 
t is anſwered, His powerful pencil needs no ſuch. 
Coſtly apparatus. A ſingle principle, under his con- 
Wuctiog hand, branches out into an immevlity of the 
Moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed forms. The moiſture 
f the earth, and circumambicnt air, paſſed through 
proper trainers, and diſpoſed in a Nene of pellucid 
ubes: this performs all the wonders, and produces. 
Au the beauties of vegetation. This creeps along the 
bres of the low-{pread moſs; and c/mbs to the very 
dps of the lofty-waving cedars. This, attractd by the 
ot, . circulating through inviſible canals, and perva - 
ing the ſubſtance of the minuteſt twips, burſis into 
ems e et 19 8 leaves, and clothes tlie toreſt 


Esel. iii. 14. I know, „ir whatſoever Od doth, it ſnail be „ar 
er; * can be put ta . nor any tving taken from it. 


each allows himſelf a little partitularity-1 in his dre, 
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with all its verdant honours.— This one * pl a0 
Ample cauſe gives birth to all the charms, which deck 
the youth and maturity of the year. This % er in 
the early hepatica; and fumes in the late advancin 
poppy. This rellens into biood in the veins of the 
mulberry; and attenuates itielf into leafen gold, tg 
| create a covering for the quince. This breathes ia al 
the fragrant gales of our garden; and weeps Oro 
gum, in the groves of Arabia.—So + wonderful is our 
"Creator in counſel, and ſo excellent in working ! 


IN a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per. 
ceives a difference in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned, and tinctured, exactly alik:; 


though all belong to one family: ſo that they are n. 
rious, and yet the ſame. —A. pretty emblem this 
of the ſmaller differences betwecn Proteſtant Ciri 
Fians, There are modes in religion which 44.nit of 
variation, without prejudice to found faith, or rl 

holineſs: juſt as the drapery, on theſe pictur; es of the 
ſpring, may be formed after a variety ot patterog 
without blewiſhing their beauty, or altering thcir n. 
ture. ——Be it ſo then, that, in ſome points of incon- 
fiderable conlequence, ſeveral of our brethren diſſent; 
yet let us all live amicably and ſociably together; tor 
we harmoniz: i in principals, though we vary in purity 

lios, Let us join in converſation, and interiniayic in 
tereſts; dilcover no eſtrangement of behaviour, and 
cheriſh no alienation. of affection: if any trite tubs 
fiſts, let it be, to follow our divine Matter molt cloſe 
ly, in humility of heart, and uablameablenels ot lite: 
let it be to ſerve one another moſt. readily, in all tht 


When every en eſſect hat a. particular ſeparate cauly 
4 this gives no pleaſure to the ſpeCtator, as not diſcoveriuy cvs 
% trivance, But that work 1s bcheld with- admiration and de igt 
«. as the reſult of deep counſel, which is complicated in its pa, und 
« yet /imple in its operation. Where a great variety of etFccts at 
ſceu to arile trom one principle operating unitormly.” 

| N 08 the Altridat 


. II. x3viii. 29, 
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4 offices of a cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be 
MS jd, though diſinguiſbed; united in the ſame grand 
Wi ndamenrals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmail cir- 
Jumſtantials; united in one important bond of brothers 
= /ove, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome {lighter pecu- 
rrities of ſentiment. 
W 1 apprehend, that between Chriſtians, whoſe judg- 
eats diſagree only about a ferm of prayer, or manner 
f worthip, there is no more eſſential difference, than 
etween flowers that bloom from the ſame kind of 
Wd, but happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the 
WW ixture of their colours : — whereas, it one denies 
De divinity of our LORD Jae CARIST, and de- 
Jrades the incarnate Go to the meanneſs of a mere 
Nreature; if anether cries up the worthineſs of human 
Works, and depreciates the alone meritorious righte- 
Wuſneſs of the glorious Mediator; if a third addreſſes 
We incommunicable honours to a finite being, and 
15 dus to the itnage, or prays to the faint;—thefe are 
Prors, in my opinion, unhappily derogatory to the 
EDEEMER'S dignity, and not a little prejudicial to 
| He comfort of his people: againſt theſe, therefore, 
© remonſtrate, beſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, but 
he friend of truth, and the lover of mankind, ——<— 
: 1 hereas, to ſtand neuter and ſilent, while ſuch prin - 
Pples are propagated, might be an inſtance of erimi- 
| al remiſſneſs, rather than of Chriſtian moderation. 
For perlons who eſpouſe ſuch perſuaſions as the for- 
Per; and habituate themſclves to ſuch practices ag 
e latter; we will not fail to maintain a tender com- 
Fon; we will not ceaſe to put up earneſt interceſ- 
jons: we will alſo acknowledge and love, whatever . 
truly excellent and amiable in them, Yet, we dare 
hot ſub ribe their creed; we cannot remit our af/idu- 
5, but hind 8 to reconcile them-to what 
dn the mo impartial examination) we are thorough» 


a is a more ſcriptural belief, and a purer 
Or ip“ 


* 


"Another 


n ſome former editions, 1 expreſſed myſclf, on this point, une 
by. Wy ity. 
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and with an air of timidity. She hears the howling 


Emblem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe modeſt virtue 
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Another remarkable circumſtance, recommendiny 
the flowery creation, is their regular ſucceſſion. They 


make not their appearance all at once, but in an or. 


derly rotation, While a proper number of theſe 
obliging retainers are in waiting, the others abſcond; 


| but hold themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready tg 


take their turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, 
the inſtant it becomes vacant.—The ſnow-drop, fore 
moſt of the lovely train, breaks her way through the 
frozen ſoil, in order to preſent her early complimeatstg 
her lord: dreſſed in the robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, 
fearleſs of dangers ; long before the trees have ventured 
to unfold their leaves,even while the icicles hang on our 
houſes. Next, peeps out the crocus ; but cautiouſly, 


blaſts, and ſkulks clole to her low fituation. Afraid 
ſhe ſcems to make large excurſions from her root; 
while ſo many rufian-winds are abroad, and ſcouring 
along the zther.— Nor is the violet laſt in this ſli. 
ning embaſſy of the year; which, with all the accom, 
pliſhments that would grace a royal garden, conde: 
ſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the feet of 
briars. Freely, and without any ſolicitation, it diſtri 
butes the bounty of its emiſſive {weets; while itſelf, with 
an exemplary humility, retires from fight ; ſeeking ra. 
ther to adminiſter pleaſure, than to win admiration #, 


which delight to bloom in obſcurity ; and extend! 
chearing influence to multitudes, who are ſcarce at 
quainted with the ſource of their comforts! YHotivg, 
engaging motive, to that ever-aftive benejicence; 


warily and harſoly. But my meaning, and real ſentiments, were 00 
other than thoſe repreſented above.——The reader, from ſuch uns 
guarded intimations, might too naturally be Jed to con lude, that 
the author avows, and would ſlir up a ſpirit of perjecution. But thi 
is a method of dealing with opponeuts in religious doctrines which 
he diſclaims as abſurd, and abhors as iniquiti/us. He 1s tor 0 
force, but that of rational corn: ion; tor no eonſtraint, but that G 

eftionate_perſurſion. Thus, it you pleale, compel them to came 
RESI. 3... - - / | 
: * Prodefſe quam coenſpiti. 
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3 Which ſtays not for the importunity of the diſtreſſed; 
F Put even prevents them with the bleſſings of its good- 
es! — The poor polyanthus, that lately adorned 
Ihe border wich her tparkling beauties; and, tranſ. 


nent; is now no more. I ſaw her complexion bade; 
W perceived her breath decay; till at length ſhe expi - 
ed, and dropt into ber grave. Scarce have we 
x F. ained this loſs, but in comes the auricula, and - 
L ore than retrieves.it: arrayed the comes, in a ſplen- 
Wid variety of amiable forms; with an eye of cryſtal, 
Dad garments of the moſt glofly ſattin; exhaling per- 
Wunc, and powdered with filver. A very diſtinguiſh- 
4 proceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt ! 
Scarce one among them, but is dignified with a 
Prader of renown; or has the honour to repreſent 
me celebrated toaſt. But theſe alſo, notwithſtand- 
Ig their illuſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole 
P. of fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt 
Brit. —— Who could forbear gricving at their depar-— 
pre, did not the 7ulzps begin to raiſe themſelves on 
Peir fine wands, or ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the 
arterre with one of the gayeſt drefles that blooming. 
ature wears, Did ever beau or belle make fo gaudy 
n appearance, in a birtn- night ſuit? Here, one 
bay behold the innocent wantonneſs of beauty: here, 
e indulges a thouſand freaks, and fports herſelf in 
ze moit charming diverſity of colours; yet 1 ſhould 
rong her, were | to call her a coquet ; becauſe, the 
lays her lovely changes, not to cakindle diflolute 
cctions, but to diſplay her Creator's glory. doon 
les the anemone; encircled at the bottom with a 
reading robe; and rounded at the top into a 
aautiful dome. In its looſely flowing mantle, you 
ay obſcrve a noble negligence; in its gently bending 
fs, the niceſt ſymmetry. I would term it, the 
e gentleman of the garden; becaule it ſeems to have 
e peculiar telicity of reconciling art with eaſe, — 

be ſame month has the merit of producing the 
unculug. All bold and b it expands the 
riches 
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kiches of its foliage ; and acquires, by degrees, 0 
lovelieſt enamel in the world. As perſons of intri 
25S ic worth "diſdain the faperficial arts of recommendy 
tion, practiſed by Jops ; ſo, this lordly flower cory 
to borrow any of its excellence from powders an 
eſſences. It needs no ſuch attractives, to render i 
the darling of the curious; being ſufficiently eng 
ging from ethe elegance of its figure, the rain 
variety of its tinges, and a certain ſuperior digg 
of aſpect. —— Methinks, nature improves in he 
operations: her lateſt. ſtrokes are moſt maſt- rly: 1 
crown the collection, ſhe introduces the carnatim 
which captivates every eye with a noble 1p: cat d 
graces; and charms another ſenſe with a profvſi 
of exquiſite odours. This fingle flower has centerd 
in iticlf, the perfections of all the preceding: the 
moment it appears, it ſo commands our attention 
that we ſcarce regret the abſence of the reſt.—Tit 
gillyflawer, like a real friend, attends you throug 
all the viciflitudes and alterations , of | the {caton; 
while others make a tranſient viſit only, this is rah 
an inhabitant, chan a gueſt, in your gardens; dk 
Fidelity to complaiſance. 
Hut it is in vain to attempt a catalog owe of th 
amiable gifts: there is an endicſs multiplicity in thel 
characters, and an invariable order in their approach 
Every month brings its ornaments 3- ſuch as are diik 
rent from the'reſt, and peculiar to itſelf, 
_- Here, let me ſtand a while, to contemplate the nil 
- And gracious defign ; apparent in this diſributia 
"Mowers, through the ſeveral periods of the year, 
Were they all to bloſſom together, there would | 
at once a promiſcuous throng, and at once a total fl 
vation; ſo that we ſhould tcarce have opportunitj 
adverting to the beaurics of half, and muit ſoon Id 
the agreeable company of them all, But now, ind 
every ſpecies has a ſeparate poſt to occupy, and 
diſtinct time for appearing, we can take a leiſurel d 
minute turvey of each ſueceeding fer, We can vl 
| and review their . ; taſte their {weets; enter i 


* 


| 
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gore intimate acquaintance with their charming. 
WE. :litics; and receive all thoſe plcaſing ſervices, which 
F ey are commiſſioned to yield — 1 his remarkable 
ee of e onomy, is productive of another, very vas 


the entertainment unintermitted. „ 
O! what geodneſ is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
Sracifications tor mankind! both to diverſify and per- 
mate the fine collation: to take care, that our 
Shs ſhou'd be, in a manner, inccfTantly ſtrewed with 
| and what wr//om, to bid every one 


wers: 
f theſe inſenſible beings, know the preciſe june- 
ture, for thcir-coming forth ! infomuch, that no actor 

pa a ſtage can be more exact in performing his 
dt; can make a more regular entry, or a more 
punCtual exit. 5 EI 


 Wao imboldens the dh to venture abroad in 
February; and to truft her flowering gold, with in- 
Flement and treacherous ſkics? Who informs the va, 
pious tribes of ãruit bearing blojoms ; that vernal ſuns, 
and a more genial warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate 
texture? Who teaches the clove to ſtay till hotter 
beauis are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy richneſs into hęr 
ddours 3 and tincture her complexion with the deepeſt 
trimſon? — Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful troops in- 
to ſuch orderly bodies; retarding jome, and acceleras 


ing others? Who has inſtructed them to file of, with 


* In allufion to the celebrated practice of the Perſian kings3 
* Who maintained for their life-guard à body of troops, called Im- 
mortal; becauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted : for as ſoon as ay of 
the men died, another was immediately put into his place.“ 


n RNeollin's Ancient hiſtory, Vol. II. 
Vol. I, ””” 0. „„ 
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= ſuch _ regularity ; as ſoon as the duty of the 
= reſpective ſtation is over? And, when one detach. 
ment retires, who gives the ſignal for another imme. 
Aiately to advance? Who, but that unerring proj, 
dence, which, from the higheſt thrones of angels, 0 
the very loweſt degrees of exiſtence, orders all thing 1 

in „number, weight, and meaſure !“ | 
Theſe, O my foul, are the regulations of that mot 
- adoralſt, moſt beneficent Being, who in the fulneſs af 
time bowed the heavens; came down to dwell on earth; 
and united the fraz/ty of thy mortal nature, to all the 
#lories of his Godhead. All the honour of this adm. 
rable eſtabliſhment, belongs to that ever-blefled ran. 
ſomer of ſinners; who ſuſtained the vengeance, which 
thou hadſt deſerved, and waſt doomed to ſuffer; why 
Fulfilled the obedience, which thou waſt côliged, but 
unable, to perform; and, in his moſt ſacred immacy. 
late humanity, humbled himſelf, (O never-enough i 
be admired loving kindneis!) humbled himfelf t 
death, even the death of the croſs.— He formed this 
vaſt machine, and adjuſted its nice dependencies. The 
Pillars that ſupport itz the embelliſhments that adorn 
It, and. the laws that govern it, are the reſult of his 
unſearchable counſels. O] the hcights of his majefy, 

and the depths of his abaſement ! | 
Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential greatneſs, 
or his free grace? He created the exalted feriph, that 
| fings in glory; and every the minuteſt inſect that 
Hlutters in air, or crawls in duſt. He marks out 4 
path for all thoſe globes of light, which travel the cir 
cuit of the ſkics; and diſdains not to rear the violet 
from its lowly bed, or to plait the daiſy that dreſſes our 
Plains. Sogrand are his operations; yet ſo condeſcent 
ing his regards !—If Summer, like a ſparkling bride, 
Is all-glorious in her apparel; what is this, but a fes. 
ble refl-&tion of his uncreated effulgence ? If Autumn, 
like a munificent hoſt, exhibits ail things richly to en- 
Joy; what is this, but a little taſte of his inexhauſtibe 
'  Bberality ? If thunders roar, you bear the ſound df 
his u umpet: if lightnings glare, you ſee the hv 
TT b x 2. 8 1 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 133 
Wong of his glittering ſpear : if © the perpetual hills be 
We: ſcattered, and the everlaſting mountains bowed,” 
ou behold a di/play No, ſays the prophet, you 
iee rather * The hiding of his power. So immenſe is 
bis power; ſo uncontroulable and inconceivable; that 
Il theſe mighty works are but a fetch, in which more 
W. -1ncealed than diſcovered. . 
E Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible ſy- 
em; with an evangelical Zeleſcope, (if I may be allow- 
Bd the expreſſion), and with an evangelical micro/cope 3 
egirding CHRIST JEsus, as the great projector and 
Irchitect; that planned, and executed, the amazin 

Wcheme, Whatever is magnificent or valuable; tre- 
Hendous or amiable ; ſhould ever be aſcribed to the 
Redeemer, This is the Chriſtian's natural philoſophy 2 
Ind with regard to this method, of conſidering the 
Whings that are ſeen; we have an inſpired apoſtle, for 
Hur preceptor and precedent. Speaking of CHRIST, 


Hab. iii. 4. Nothing could be more magnificently ' conceived, 
119 the imagery of this whole chapter; and, upon the foot of our 
Iterpretation, nothing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, 
Wan the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other ſenſes of the paſſage, I ac» 
howledge, may be aſſigned with equal propriety. But none, I 
link, can be imagined fo majeſtic and ſublime. As the original will 
ily admit of it; as it carries no diſagreement with the context; 
d expreſſes a moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; I hope 
may be permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodations 
pecially, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt motto; imaginable ; where» 
Iich to inſcribe all the viſible productions of the Creator's hands 
Then, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, we conſider their grandeur, beau» 
and conſummate perfections; let us, io juſtice to their author, 
ply the exalted reflection of this ſacred ode; In all theſe is the 
| bidivg, rather than an adequate diſplay, of his matchleſs power: 
though they challenge our praiſe, and ſurpaſs our comprehenſion; 


our vet are they by no means the utmoſt exertions, but rather fome 
end- Lighter eſſays of omnipotent ſkill,'—— Milton, relating the overs 
ride, e of the fallen angels, reminds his reader of a noble circum» 
(ee. much of this nature. Meſſiah, unaided and alone, had utterly 


Juiced an innumerable hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits. But to create a juſter 
a ot this illuſtrious conqueror, the poet beautifully adds, 

Yet balf bis ſtrengib he put not forth. , 
we forget to make the fame remark, when we contemplate G09 
his works 3 we muſt neceſſarily form very ſcanty conceptions of 
WPREME BEING, before whom all nations are as a * drop 
of a buckct, and arc counted as the ſmall duit of the balance,” 


M 2 he 
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be ſays, “ Thou, Lon p, in the beginning, baſt lai 
the foundations of the earth; and the heavens ar 
the work of thy hands.“ Did we carefully at 
tend to this leading principle, . in all our examinations 
of nature it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt power 
means of enkindling our love, and * frengthering oy 
Faith, For when 1 look round upon millions of ng. 
ble ſubſtances, and carry with me this trantporting 
reflection,“ The Maker of them all died on a croj 
for me;” how can l remain any longer indifferent! 
Muſt not the celde heart, begin to glow with prati 
tude ?— When | ſurvey an immenſity of the fineſt pro 
ductions imaginable; and remember, that the author 
of them all is © my righteouſnets, my redemption ;! 
how can I chooſe but repote the molt chear/ul ca. 
dence in ſuch a Mediator! 


che apoſtles, J obſerve, delight to uſe this method of di pl 
ing the honours of the Redeemer, and elabliſhing the Ai of his f 
-—The beloved dilciple. teaching that molt precious doct inc, * 
* a Lamb ſlain to take away the fins ot the world; in order toeving 
the ſofficiency of CHR 87's ſacrifice for this bleſſed purpoſe, affi m 
that al ihings were m de by him: and without him aui not anything, no nol 
- fo much as one ſinylc being made, John i 3.——-> Pau,, preaching 
the ſame glad tidings to the Coloſſians, and expreſiy maintaining 
that we have redemption through his blood; teems to foreice a 
objection of this kind 0 expiate tranſgreſſions againſt an ju, 
« nite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act; it muſt colt vaſtly mot 
than any common ſurety can pay, to redeem a firtul w 6 
« What reaſon have we to believe, that JESUS is equal to tbl 
« mighty undertaking ?” All pe fible reaſon. replics the apele, 
from the dignity of his perion : for he is the im. ge of the invi/ibie Cod 
and from the gieatneſs of his works, for by hm ali th:ygs were mal 
Conſider the operations of his hand, and you cannot doubt the! 
toning eflicacy of his death, Col. 1.15. 16.— The author ct the epil 
to the Hebrews, falls exactly into the ſame train of arguing : declaning 
that CHRIST Is us has purged our fins by the ſactifice of h;miel 
he proves his ample ability tor this tremendous office from his tl 
tial excellence, - becauſe he is the brightneſs of his Father's giv'y ; 4 
from his admirable works, becauſe he made the worlds, and 161M 
all things by the word of bis power, H eb. i. a 3 — Which tought, as ft 
Fo important in itſelf; of ſuch ſignal comfort to Chriſtians ; ard! 
particularly inſiſted on by the inſpired writers; J hope, | ſhall net 
no apoloęꝑy for an attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in a kind 
e vangelical deſcant upon creation, annczed to theſe reflections: li 
$4 q i > on | 4 
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ler me add one more remark, upon the admira- 

WS! ahju/tment of every particular relating to theſe fine: 
BS. nies planted in the parterre. With ſuch ſurpri- 
i Pag correfneſs, is their frufure finiſhed; that any 
e leaſt conceivable alteration, would very much im- 
ür their perfection. Should you fee, for inſtance, 
Nie nice diſpoſition of the fulip's attire fly abroad diſ- 
Worderly, and irregular, like the flaunting woodbine +: 


. 
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! Would the jeſſamine rear her diminutive head, on- 
Whoſe grand columns which ſupport the holly-hack :* 


Would the erect and manly aſpect of the piony hang» 
own with a penſive air, like the flexile bells of the 
W)acinth : ſhould that noble plainneſs, which diſtin. 
uiſhes the /ily, be exchanged for the fringes which 
age the pink; or the gaudy ſtains which bedrop the 
is; ſhould thoſe tapering pillars which ariſe in the 
Riddle of its vaſe, and, tipt with golden pendents, 
give ſuch a luftre to the ſurrounding panels of alabaſter. 
Ehould theſe fink: and diſappear, like the chives- 
Which cover the heart of the anemony ;: —in ma- 
Wy of theſe caſes; would not the tranſpoſition be fan- 
Eaſtical, and aukward ? In all, to the apparent prejus 
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bac of every individual? : | 

oo Again, with regard to the 7ime of their appearing 3: 
i circumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable foreſight 
af 


nd precaution. What would become of the /ailor ; 


wot ; ? 
(of, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty 
4 naſt, and croud it with all his canvas? Such would 
Olde, 


e the ill effect; if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers, 


008 ; g ; 

„ ould preſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering 
the onths. Therefore, thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhort- 
700 


ene | 
Ming 


ſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt ſpread of leaves, or 
kon pleaſe) carry the leaſt ſail, are launched amidſt. 1 
ela e blowing ſeaſons, —How injudiciouſly would: - Mt 
; ic perfumer act; if he ſhould unical' his fineſt eſ-- | 


I | | th. ine | 

Accs, and expole them to the northern winds, or 
a iatery rains! Our blooming artiſts ot the-aromaric: 
e oteſlion, at leaſt the moſt delicate among them, 


Kind 


In 


dem perfectly aware of the conſequences of ſuch a. 
wocedure, Accordingly, they poſtpone the opening; 
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of their odoriferous treaſures ; till a ſerener air, and 
more“ unclouded fkies, grant a protection to their. 
miable traffics: till they are under no more apprehen. 
fions, of having them diffipated by rude blaſts, ot 
drowned in inceflant ſhowers. 

What a ſtriking argument is here for reſgnatim; 
unfeigned reſignation, to all the di/þ9/als of Providence! 
Too often are our diſſatisfied thoughts, apt to find faul 
with divine diſpenſations: we tacitly arraign our Ma. 
ker's conduct, or queſtion his kindneſs with regard i 
ourſelves: we fancy our lot not ſo commodiovſly ſituate; 
or our condition not ſo happily circumſtanced ; as if we 
had been placed in ſome other ſtation of life. But, le 
us behold this exquiſitely nice regulation of the minutef 
plants; and be aſhamed of our ripening folly. Could any 
fibre in their compoſition be altered, or one line in 
their features be tranſpoſed ; without clouding ſome 
of their beauties? Could any fold in their veſtments, 
be varied; or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion, be 
broken; without injuring ſome delicate property! 


: Coſimire, in a 2 poetical manner, add reſſes himſelf to the 
dormant roſe; and molt prettily invites her to venture,abrocd, by the 


mention of theſe two circumſtances, | 


Siderum ſacros imitaia vuitus, 
Ovid lates dadum, Roſa? Delicatum 


Her e terris taput, O tepentis 25 
Filia chi. 


am tibi pubes fugient aquoſe, | 
uas. fugant allis Zephyri guadrigiss 
Jam tibi molect Boream jocantis | 


Child of the ſummer, ebarmikg roſe, 
3 No longer in cor ſinement/ lie; 
Ariſe to light; thy form diſcloſe; 
Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 


The rains are gone, the forms are oer j 
Winter retires to make thee way: - 
Tome then, thou ſweetly bluſhing low'r$ 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away. 

The ſev is dreſs'd in beaming ſmiles, 

To give thy beauties to the day; 
! Young zephyrs wait, with gentleſt galcs, | 
To fan thy boſom, as they play. | 4 if 
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Wand does not that all-ſceing eye, which preſerves ſa 
Fexact a harmony, among theie pretty toys maintain 
s watchful a care, over his rational ereatures? 
| bos he chooſe the propereſt ſeaſon, for the cowſlip 


Sto ariſe, and drink the dews? And can he neglect 


b oy concerns, or m:zjudge the conveniencies of his {ons 


end daughters? He, who has ſo completely diſpoſed, 


t WE whatever pertains to the vegetable economy z that the 
leaſt diminution or addition, would certainly hurt the 


adde with equal attention, over the intereſts of his own 
. cop le. 

i. Be ſtill then, thou uneaſy mortal *, know that 
Cop is unerringly wife; and be aſſured, 'thar amidſt . 
me greateſt multiplicity of beings, he does not over · 
ook thee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to 
Hſſert, that thou art of far ſuperior value, in the eſti- 
nate of Omnipotence, than all the herbage of the 
eld. Alf his ſacred will ordains fickne/s for thy por- 


None be more advantapeous. If he pleaſes to witk- 
hold, or take away children ; never preſume to cons 
| ſclude, that thy happineſs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes 
pot an increaſing family are diſappointed, He that 

'T marſhals all the ſtarry hoſt, and ſo accurately Arrangzs 


, 4 Permittes ipſts expendere numiuibus, quid 
| Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris. 


Nam pro-jucundis aptiſſima gquæque dabunt dit 2 
Carior et illis homo, . 1 * 


Sings all the d cks of time 
G-O D's wat rveys; 

O! who ſo wiſe t to ee our low 
And regulate our ways? 


Vince none can doubt his equal love; 
Vameaiurably kind; 

To his unerring, gracious will, 
. Be ev'ry ing. reſiga d. 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good g 
+ Nor leis, when he denies; 
101 n er ſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 3 


K. babes“ ia diſguiſe. 
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ew ſcheme ; does, without all peradventure, pre- 


nion; never dare to imagine, that uninterrupted health 


; 
| 
[ 


think. His decrees are the reſult of. infig 
his difpenſations, the iſſues of undo volence. 


a over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutcly wrong in itſclt. 
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every the meaneſt ſpecies of herbs; Ne orders all the th 


euliarities, all the changes of thy ſtate, with a vigilance, 
that nothing can elude; with a goodneſs that endu- 
reth for ever. — Bow thy head therefore, in humble 
ac quieſcence: reſt ſatisfied, that whatever is by th; 


appoigment of Heaven “; ig right, is beſt. 


Among all the productions of the third creating 
day, this of flowers ſeems to be particularly defi ned 
for man : a preſent, calculated in an eſpecial manner, 


for his uſe and delight. Man has, as it were, the 
monopoly of this favour ;- and ſcarce thares the ſatisfac. 


tion reſulting from it, with any other animal, | 
don't find, that other creatures are ſmit with their 
beauties, or regaled with their odours. The horſ 
never ſtands ſtill, to gaze upon their charms; nor 


does the ox turn aſide, to browſe upon their {weets, 


Senſes they have, to diſcern thele curious objects in 
the get; but no taſte, to diſtinguiſb their fine ac- 
compliſhments.— Juſt fo, carnal and unenlightened 


men, may underitand the literal meaning of tcri- 
ture; may comprehend- the evidences of its divine 


inſpiration: and yet have no reliſſh of the heavenly 


' truths it teaches; no ardent longing for the ſpiritual 


IE Me Pepe vaderfieads the maiim in this Fmited fenſe, he 


peaks a moſt undeniable and . truth. But, if that great 

Poet includes whatever comes to paſs, 

# * paſſions of men; ſurely no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Chite 
i 


through the wild and extiaya 


an, can accede to his opinion. What Go p orders, is wiſe, beyond 
all poſfibility of correction; and good, above all that we can atk ot 
ite diſcernment ; aud all 
But 
man, fallen man, is hurried away, by his Iaf, into a thouſand it 
regularities ; which are deplorably edi i themſelves, and attended 
with conſequences, manifeſtly pernicious to . ſeciety,— Let the {cut 
ment, therefore, be reſtrained to the difpoſals of Heaven, and | molt 
readily ſubſcribe it. But it-it be extended to the conduct of net 
and the effects of their folly ; I think myſelf obliged to cntcr ny 
roteſt againſt it. For whatever kindles the divine indignatiun—— 
is cauſe of final ruin to the author is ſtrictly forbidden by Gods 
holy woxd——is contrary to the whole defiyn of his. revealed vil, 
and the very reverſe ot his eſſential attributes. This cannot polls 
bly: be right. This is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Omuipotence, W 
Aced, can over - rule it, and educe good trom it: but the very noten 
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F LOW E R-G ARD E N. 141 
Peg it offers; ſee no form or comelineſs” ix 
the Saviour it Aeferider, ſo as to render him the 
2 deſire of their fouls, © : 
= lhe chief end of thefe beautiful appearances, philo- 
WE ſophers jay, is to enfold and cheriſh the embryo 
feed; or to twathe the tender body, during its infant 
i _—_— whatever is the chief end of nature; 
Wit is certain, ſhe never departs from the defign, of. 
4 niit ring delight to mankind *, This is inf.para- 
Wb connected, with her other views —Wert it on? 


EY * 7 8 
e ————— —-— 


— 


ALK 
1 Ag 


8 — 
* E —— — 


* 46 ths. ada 
— 
buen — ** d 4 
oe ai a a ” 
Fran, AE Dx, ett, rye” AO” TIOEITFIS oc 


1 to ſecure a reprodluctive principle, what need of ſuch ig ; 
1 1 complications? Why ſo much art employed, þ 
0 Hand {0 many decorations added? Why ſhould veſt- 4. | j 
* ments be prepared richer than brocades; more de- 1 
„ icate than lawus; f and of a tiner glow, than the moſt A 
* | en velvers ? —If the great mother had no 1 
4 Wotber aim, than barely to accommodate her little. 1 
ock priog; warm flinncl, or homely fuſtian, would I 
g- | have ſerved her turn: ſerved it, full as well as the 

„ noſt ſumptuous tiſſues, or all the furniture of the 

ly | mercer's ſhop. | | 

1 It ſeems plain then, that Wer were enn with 


ſuch enchanting graces, for the pleaſure of man; and 
de in purſuance of this original intention, they (till pay 

their court to the wks + race, - Accordingly, the fi- 
neſt of each ſpecies croud about our habitations; 


onl ſand are rarely to be feen, at a diſtance from our a- " 

7 bodes. They thrive under our cultivating hand, ank 
'" obſervin 5 eye; but gggenerate, and pine away, it un 
di: regarded by their . — To win his attention, end. 
a deck his retreats, ke hide their qeſormities under 


Feround; and diſplay nothing but the moſt graceful 
ems, and engaging colaurs, | to his ſight, To merit 


** We find thit the moſt important parts in the vegetable 
„ world, are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful Theſe are the 
feeds by which the ſeveral races of plants are propagated and con- 
F ” tinued, and which are always lodged in flowers or bloſſoms. 
x Nature ſeenis to hide her principal deſign, and to be induſtrious 
in making the earth gay and delightful, while the is cariying on 

her os work, and intent upon her own pieſetvauen!“ 
Seti. Vol. V. N 357. 


10 


N «;/penſe a delightful perfume. And what is ſtill mon 
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bis morning and evening walks f: becauſe he uſual. 
ly chooſes thoſe cool hours, to recreate himſelf among 


are moſt lavi 


- neſs ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy gratitude. Beit 


the real enjoyment of its riches. This diſcovers ten 


a” 


a farther degree of his eſteem, the generality of they 


obliging “, re/erve their richeſt exhalations, to embalu 


their n ranks; therefore, at thoſe hours, they 
of their fragrance, and breathe ou 

their choiceſt ſpirits. | 
O man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! the dar. 
ling of Providence! thou art diſtinguiſhed by his gad 


thy one undivided aim to glority him, who has been at 
ſo much expence to gratify thee ! While all theſe in- 
ferior creatures, in filent eloquence, declare the glory of 
Gop, do thou lend them thy tongue. Be thou the high, 
prieſt of the mute creation; let their praiſes become 
vocal in thy ſong.—Adore the ſupreme Benefactor, 
for the bleflings he ſhowers down upon every orderof 
beings : adore him for numberleſs mercies, which art 
appropriated to thyſelf: but, above all, adore hin, 
for that noble gift of a ratianal and immortal ſoul.— 
This conſtitutes us maſters of the globe, and gives u 


thouſand beauties, which otherwiſe had been loſt; 
and renders them both a ſource of delights, and: 
nurſery of devotion. —By virtue of this exalted prin- 
ciple, we are qualified to admire our Maker's worth 
and capable of bearing his illuſtrious image : bearing 
his illuſtrious image, not only when theſe ornaments 
of the ground have reſigned their honours; but when Wi 
the great origin of day is extinguiſhed in the ſkies; WM" 
and all the flaming orbs on high are put out in obſcuie 


. -The flowers, | £ 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. Mit 

\ yr 


+ The twining jaſmine, and the bluſhing roſe, 
ith laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſez n 


— 


The ſmelling tub'roſe ard junquil declare | | | 


The ſtronger impulſe of an cv uing air. 
A | - Garkud 


-. 
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ukneſs Then to ſurvive; to ſurvive the ruins of 
ne world, and to enjoy Gop to reſemble Gop to 
©. filled with all the fulneſs of Gobp,” in another 
what a bappineſs, what an ineſtimable happineſs, is 
Wis! Yet this is thy privilege, (barter it not for trifles 
f an hour!) this thy glorious prerogative, O man! 
ol the goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſs, of Guy! 
cannot forbear celebrating it once more. before paſs 
© another conſideration — How much ſh uld we 
Pink ourſelves obliged to a generous friend; that 
Mould id a ſtately edifice *, purely for our — ! 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched beyond 
Wroper bounds, when carried to this pitch It is my ſtedfaſt opi- 
Pon, that the world, at leaſt this lower world with its various ap- 
Wurtenances, was intended purely for man, that it is «ppropriated to 
im; and that he (in ſubordination to Gop's glory) is the end of its 
cation —— Other animals, it is true, partake of the Creator's be- 
fits ; but then they partake under the notion of man's domeſtics, 
on the foot of ret.iner+ to him; as creatures, that bear ſome re- 
tion to his ſervice, and ſome way or other contribute to his good. 
d that ſtill he is the centre of the whole; or, as our incomparable 
lilon, equally maſter of poetry and divinity, expreſſes himſelf, 
Il things live for man, Par. Loſt, XI. 61. 5 . 
Me Pope, in his Ethic epiſtles, is pleafed to explode this tenet, as 
je height of pride, and a groſs abſurdity. For my part, I ſce ne 
aſon for ſuch a charge, With all ſubmiſſion to ſo ſuperior a ge- 
jus, it ſcems very remote from pride, to be duly ſenfible of fa- 


ours vouchſafed ; to contemplate them in all the extent of their 

hy unificence,. and acknowledge them accordingly. I ſhould rather 

ing hagine, that to contract their fire, when they are immenſely large 3 _ 
| d ſtint their number, when they are altogether innumerable ; that 

u en a procedure ſ:vours more of inſenſibility, than our hypotheſis, of 

hen I eſumption; and has more in it of ingratitude, than that of 

ics ; Nogance. Cre | : | 

ue And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that Go» 

, ve us a world, tor our poſſeſſion; whea it is our duty to believe, _ 
it he PE us his only Son, for our propitiation ? Sure it can be nei- 
er difficult, nor extravagant, tO {uppoſe, that he deſigned this ha- 
tible globe, with its hole furniture, for- our preſent uſe; ſince 

| wich held not his holy child JESUS, but freely delivered him up, 

lil. I our final talvation. = | 


Upon he hole, 1 cannot but conclude, that the attempt of our 
nous port, is neither kind, with regard to his gebenen 

i gateful, with regard to his Creator —neither is his ſcheme 
act true, The attempt not kind, with regard to man; becauſe 
bs him ol one of the moſt delightful ard raviſhing contempla - 
n ens | 1 tions 
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Bat how greatly would the obligation be increaſed 
if the hand that, built ſhould alſo furniſb it! An 
not ovly furniſh it, with all that is commodious an 
comfortable; but ornament it alſo, with whatever | 
| Folendid and delightiul ! This, has our moſt indulzen 
Creator done; in a manner infinitely ſurpaſling il 
we could wiſh, or imagine. 5 
The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling.— The ſi 
are ſtretched over us, like a magnificent canopy, 05d 
in the pureſt azure; and beautified, now with picturg 


tions imagingble. To conſider the great Author of exiſtence as hy 
ving me in his eye, when he formed univerſal nature; a: contriving 
all bings, wu an immediate view to the exigenc ie, Of my pati 
lar ſtate; and making them all in ſuch a manner, as might be mal 
conducive to my particular advantage; this muſt n«cds oc 
fon the ſtrongeſt ſatisf. ions, whenever 1 caſt a glane 
the ohjects that ſurround me. Not grateful, with tega d to God; 
> ,, becauſe it has the moſt direct tendency to diminiſh our tenſe of ii 
"kindneſs, and,confſ- qu ently, to throw a damp upon our gaatitud; 
It teaches us, to lo k upon ourſelves as almoſt ioft among a coil 
other brings, or regarded only with an occafional aud incidentl 
-beneficencez wich muſt certaivly weaken the diſpoſition, and it 
"deed flacken the ties, to the moſt adoring thankſuloets.—— 
Which, 1 apprchend, we may juſtly add, Neither is the {ch-meit 
faQt.true. For, not to mention what might be urged from tlic (ur 
word of reve ation; this one argument appears to be 1ificicatf 
eoncluſive. The world began with man; the world muſt cate wit 
man; conſequently, the grind ule, the principal cad ©: the wal 
is, to ſubſer ve intereſts of man. It is on all files agrecd, thi 
the <difice ws et Ned hen men wis to be furniſhed with an habl 
tation; aud that it will be demoliſhed when man has no furt 
need of its accommodations. When he enters into the houſe ill 
made with ands, eternal in the heavens, ** the earth, and all ti 
6 works that arc therein, ſha be burnt up.” From which it ſed 
a very obvious and fair deduction; That man is the ina! cau/t 
this inferior cre=tion. 

So that I think wy readers and myſclf, privileged (not to ſay, G 
the principles of gratitude, obliged) to uſe thofe lovely lines of 00 
author, with a propfiety and truth, equal to their elegance 4 
beauty; | . | 
; For me kind nature wakes her genial pow'r, 

Suckles exch herb, and ſpreads out every flow'r! 

Annual, for me the grape, the roſe, renew | 

The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew; _ 

For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 

For me, health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings. | 
| 5 ib. Ep, I, ver. 15 


— 
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o⸗ floatiog ſilver, now with colourings of reflected 4 
Wecrimſon, — The graſi is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious 
arpet; wove with filken threads of green, and. da- 
naked with flowers of every hue.— The un, like a 
4 den lamp, is hung out in the æthereal vault; and 
pours his effulgence all the day to lighten our paths. 
When night approaches, the moon takes up the 
friendly office; and the fars are kindled in twinkling 
Wnyriads, to chear the darkneſs with their milder 
Juſtre, not diſturb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare, — 
Wl kc clouds, beſides the rich paintings they hang a- 
round the heavens, act the part of a ſhifting ſcreen; 
Wand defend us by their ſeaſonable interpoſition, from 
che ſcorching beams of ſummer. May we not alfo * 
regard them, as the great watering-pots of the globe; 
yhich, wafted on the wings of the wind, diſpenſe their 
moiſture “ evenly through the univerſal garden; and 
Wructify, with their ſhowers, whatever our hand 
plants. The fields are our exhauſtleſs granary, — 
The ocean is our vaſt reſervoir. —— The animals ſpend 
heir ſtrength to diſpatch our buſineſs; reſign their 
clothing to repleniſh our wardrobe; and ſurrender 
Ibeir very lives to provide for our tables,—-In ſhorty 
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This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other noble and deli- 
Rte remarks upon the wonders of nature, is fincly touched in the - 
WW" /ophical tranſacſ/ons. recorded in the book of Job, chap. xxXvili. 
Perl. 25. 1975 N 379 bo bub divided a waters 
„%% for the overflowing of waters? The Hebrew is ſo pregnant 
ind rich with lenſe, that no !ranſlation can do it juſtice, The fol» 
lowing paraphraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the principal ideas com- 
Prchended in the expreſſive original. Who has bran hed out, and, 
th admirable judgment, diſpojel a vwiety of aquedu s, for that im- 
enſe collection ot waters, which float in the ſky? Who di//ributes 
boſe pendulous f through all the borders of the earth? Diſtri- 
putcs them, not in dreadtul cataracts, or promi/cuous gluts of rain; 
Put in kindly drops, and retreſhing ſhowers ; with as much regula! ity 
nd economy, as if they were conve; ed by pipes from a conduit 
o whom ſhall we aſcribe that niceneſs ot contrivance, which now 
wits, now reftrains them; ſometimes drives their humid train to 
ne place, ſometimes to an the; diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, 
o Wat in ſmaller communications: and, in a word, fo manages the 
ughty huid, that every ſpot is up’, d in exact proportion to its 
aud, and none deſt/ che by an undiſtinguiſhing delug es? 
F 0 every 


Vol. J. | 


* 


3 „Therefore thou art inexcu/able, O man, whoſoever 


* 
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every element is a ſtorchouſe of conveniencies ; every 
 feaſon brings us the choiceſt productions; all nature is 
our caterer.— And, which is a moſt endearing re. 
commendation of theſe favours, they are all as lr 
as they are v/eful, You obſerve nothing mean or in. 
elegant. All is clad in beauty's faireſt robe *, and re. 
gulated by proportion's niceſt rule. The whole ſcene 
exhibits a fund of pleaſures to the imagination); at the 
fame time that it more than ſupplies all our wants +, 


thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Maker. He ſur. 
rounds thee with unnumbered benefits; and follows 
thee with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gift, 
He courts thy affections ; he ſolicits thy gratitude, by 
liberalities which are never intermitted, by a bount 
- which knows no limits.—- O! moſt bleſſed Loxn, 
let this thy goodneſs, thy unwearied goodnels, lead 
us to repentance. Hin us to thyſelf, thou Fountain 
of felicity, by theſe ſweet inducements. Draw vs 
to our duty, thou Gop of our falvation, by thc 
«© cords of love.” e 
War a living picture is here, of the benefcial 
effects of induſiry By induſtry and cultivation this 
neat ſpot is an image of Eden. "Here is all that can 
entertain the eye, or | repale the ſmell. Whercas, 
without cultivation, this ſweet garden had been a de- 
folate wilderneſs : vile thiſtles had made it loathſome, 
and tangling briars inacceſſible. Without cultivation 
it might have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid 
haunt of venomous creatures. But the ſpade and 


On Perhaps, it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Grech, 
thoſe critical and refined judges of things, expreſſed the mundatt 
ſyſtem 7 a word which ſipnifics bea . xoo wer. 

"+ « Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our ſer 
vice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods with thel 
muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleaſing ideas in us by the de 

lighifulneſs of their appearance. Fountains, Jakes, and rivers, 3% 

as reficthivg to the imagination, as to the ſoil through which the 

paſs.” , | Spef, Vol. V. No 38). 
j Ommis copia narium. e Hor. 
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ning -knife, in the hand of induſtry, have impro- 
Need it into a ſort of terreſtrial paradile. ö 

How naturally does this lead our contemplation, to 
e advantages that flow from a virtuous education, 
and the miſeries that enſue from the * neglect of it! 
be mind, without early inſtruction, mult, in all 
probability, become like the“ vineyard of the ſlug- 
„ gard.“ If left to the propenſities of its own depra- 
ved will; what can we expect, but a moſt luxuriant 


| growth of unruly appetites; which, in time will break 


forth into all manner of ſcandalous irregularities ? 
What? —but that anger, like a prickly thorn, arm 
me temper with an untractable moroſeneſs: pee viſb- 
neſt, like a ſtinging nettle, render the converſation 
forbidding: avarice, like tome choaking weed, teich 


1 venge, like ſome poilonous plant, replete with bane- 
ful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and meditate- miſ- 
chief to its neighbour: while unbridled lufts, like 


and render “ every imagination of the heart only evil 
E* continually.” —vSuch are the uſual product of ſa- 
vage nature! ſuch the furniture of the uncultivated 
© {oul | 5 | 
| Whereas, let the mind be put under the © nurture 
and admonition of the LoD: let a holy diſcipline 
clear the ſoil: let ſacred inſtructions ow it with the 
E beſt ſeed : let {kill and vigilance dreſs the riſing 
ſhoots; direct the young ideas how to ſpread ; the way- 
Eward paſions how to move: then, what a different 
ſtate of the inner man will quickly take place] Charity 
d will breathe her ſweets, and hope expand her bloſſoms: 
the perſanal virtues diſplay their graces, and the /ocial 


eck : k 0 2 : 
4 ones their fruits : the ſentiments become generous; 
„3 3 Fo che 
1 : . ; 
'heit * Negledtis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. Hor. 
eck 1 This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the life, are 
- wie repreſented ia ſcripture by ſimilitades, very nearly allied to the ima- 
by WW ©” vcd above.———Go o, by his ſanctifying Spirit, will make the ſoul 
wi & @ watered garden. Un ier the operation of tnis divine principle, 
Wh: dejart ſhall rejoice, aud bloſſom as the roſe, Where: ever it exerts the 
\T Bo” Na | ER, 
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the fingers to gripe, and the hands to oppreſs: re- 
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© ſwarms of noiſome inſets, taint each riſing thought; 
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the carriage endearing ; the life honourable and 
uſeful *. 8 | 

O! that governors of families, and maſters of ſehanls 
would watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, orer 
the morals of their tender charge! What pity it h, 
that the advancing generation ſhould lofe theſe inv. 


luable endowments, through any ſupineneſs in their 


inſtructors !—See! with what aſfiduity the curious jr 
71ſt attends his little nurſery ; viſits them early and 
late; ſurniſhes them with the propereſt mold; (up. 
| plies them with ſeaſonable moiſture; guards then 
from the ravages of inſects; ſcreens them from the 
injuries of the weather; marks their ſpringing buds; 
obſer ves them attentively through their whole pro- 
greſs; and never intermits his anxiety, till he bekolds 
them blown into full perfection. And fhall a range 
of ainled leaves, that flouriſh to-day, and to-morrow 
fall to the ground— ſhall theſe be tended with more 
zealous application, than the noble faculties of an in- 


mortal ſoul! 


Yet truſt not in cultivation alene ; it is the bleſſing 
of the almighty Huſbandman, that imparts /ucce/s to 
ſuch labours of love. It Gop * ſeal up the bottles of 
& heaven,” and command the clouds to with-hold 


their fatneſs, the beſt manured plot becomes a barren 


deſart. And if HE reſtrain the dew of his heavenly 
benediction, all human endeavours miſcarry ; the ra- 
tional plantation languiſhes; and our moſt pregnant 


hopes, from youths of the moſt promiſing geuius, 
prove abortive. Their root will be as rottennejs, ard 


- refining and ennobling energy, inflead of the thorn ſhall come up the fie | 


tree; and inſtead of the briar the ny tle-iree, Jer. xXx 21. 12. 11, XIV. I. 
If. Iv. 13. : | WES” 

A teneris afſueſcere tarti e! | Virg. 

Y ſitpoy S:aqiptt, To g , ν e en vewy Ne 3 26, 4% 
@Hfuenronu, jarncy dt To axv, Ariſtet. The principles we imbibe, 
and the habits we contract, in our carly years, are not matters ot 
{ſmall moment, but of the utmoſt conſequence imaginable. They not of- 
ly give a tranſient or ſuperficial twtture to our firſt appearance 
life ; but moſt commenly amp the Form of our whole future condud, 
and even of our eternal ſtate. - 9 
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Tu bloſom will go up as du *, — Therefore, let pa- 


L 
3 
* 
J 
: 


1 he Father of ſpirits for the defired increaſe. 


= Ox every ſide, I efpy ſeveral budding flowers. As 
Net they are cloſely convolved, and wrapt within a 
Wrong incloſure. All their beauties lie concealed, and 
their ſweets locked up. Juſt ſuch is the niggar. ly 
Wretch ; whoſe aims are all turned inward, and mean- 
Fi terminated upon hinſelf:+ who makes his owh pri- 
vate intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the ſole centre 
Jof his deſigns, and the ſcanty circumference of all his 
Wactions. 


But, ere long, the ſearching beams will open theſe 


ken fo/ds, and draw them into a graceful expanſion. 
hen, what a lovely bluſh will glow in their cheeks 3 
| Wand what a balmy odour exhale from their boſoms! 
e— 80, when divine grace ſhines upon the mind, 
„eren the churl becomes bountiful : the heart of ſtone is 
taken away; and a heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible 
ot the ſofteſt, moſt compaſfionate emotions, is intro- 
o Weduced in its ſtead. O! how ſweetly do the ſocial af - 
t Whicctions dilate themſelves, under ſo benign an influ» 
d eace! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing gems, under the 
-n powerful eye of day. The tender regards are no 
iy onger confined to a ſingle object; but extend theme 
. {Wives into a generous concern for mankind, and ſbed 


at liberal refreſhments on all within their reach +. 

i, Ariſe then, thou Hun of righteouſneſs; ariſe, with 
* If. v 24. * als 8 

Bow beautiful is the idez, and how ſigniſicant the expreſſion, in 


tr that fine paſſage of the prophet; where, deſcribing the charitable 
1, ener, be ſays, If thou draw out thy ſoul to the hungry ! —which,*L 

unk, may very properly be illuſttated by the circumſtances obſer» 
, ed above. The apening of theſe buds into a large and extenſive 
Tr pread, 15 a pretty portrait of the amplitude of a generous beart; which 
ibe, £annot ſhut up its compaſſion, or remain unconcerned at any human 
5 of alamity. The treenefs and copiouſneſs with which their chaiceſt 
ons ences, their aromatic ſouls, are continually poured out, may re- 
c i piclent, not only the various arts of an unwearied liberality; but al- 
uch, 


0 that cordial affection, aud yearning tenderneſs, with which they are 
Nelowed, II. lvii, 10. N Ar” 


4 znts plant; let futors water; but let both look up to 5 


N 3 healing 


\ 
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healing under thy wings; and transfuſe thy gentle, 


them! 


fpread wide open, into the moſt frank and communice 


put immediately it * addrefles itſelf to the object of is 


may perceive it preſenting a golden boſom to the eat; 


with 3 To an attentive mind, the gardel 


but penetrating ray, through all our intellectual power, 
Enlarge every narrow diſpoſition, and fill us with a c. 
fufrve benevolence, Make room in our, breaſts for 
the whole human race; and teach us to love all yr 
fellow-creatures, for their amiable Creators ſake. 
May we be pleaſed with their excellencies, and rc ice 
at their happineſs ; but feel their miſeries as our own, 
and, with a brother's ſympathy, haſten to reli 


Dis roskp at proper diſtances, I obſerve a rangt 
of ſtrong and flately tall. They ſtand like towers 
along the walls of a fortified city; or riſe like lofty 
ſpires, amidſt a group of houſes. They part, at the 
top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods: from each of 
which will be excluded, within a little time, a fine 
figure, of a very peculiar and inſtructive character: 
rounded into a form, that conſtitutes a perfect circle; 


tive air; tinged with the colour, which, of all others, 
moſt captivates the miſer's eye. 

But the property I chiefly admire, is its paſonate 
Jongneſs for the ſun. When evening with her thades 
comes on, the poor flower droops, and folds up iss 
leaves. It mouros all the long night, like ſome forlorn 
lover, for the abſence of the light. No ſooner dots 
Providence open “ the eye-lids of the morning; 


affection; courts and careſſes it all the day; nor ever 
loſes ſight of the refulgent charmer, ſo long as he con: 
tinues above the horizon.— In the morning, you 


at noon, it points upward to the middle ſky; in the 
evening, follows the lame attractive influence to the 
weſt. 3 | 

- \Surely, nature is a book, and every page riclt 


* fuum, gaamvis radice lenttur, 
Fertitur od ſelem. 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 1 
turns preacher ; and its blooming tenants are ſo many 
lively ſermons, What an engaging pattern, and what 
an excellent leſſon, have we here! So, let the 
redeemed of the Lok D %, unto JESUS“, and be con- 
formed to their Beloved. Let us all be helictropes (it 
I may uſe the expreſſion) to the Sun of righteouſneſs. 
et our paſſions riſe and fall; take this courſe or that; 
as his word determines, as his holy example guides. 
et us be fo accommodated, both to his commanding 
and providential will, as the wax is turned to the im- 
printed ſeal; or, as the aſpect of this enamoured 
flower, to the ſplendid ſtar, which creates our day. _ 
| In every enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian, 
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bock unto JEsvus ; receive it as proceeding from his 
e love, and purchaſed by his agonies f. In every 
if ribulation look unto JESUS; mark his gracious hand, 


managing the ſcourge; or mingling the bitter cup; 
lattempering it to a proper degree of ſeverity z adjuſt- 
Bing the time of its continuance ; and ready to make 
theſe ſeeming diſaſters productive of real good, —— 
In every infirmity and failing, look unto Jesvs, thy 
merciful High Prieſt; pleading his atoning blood, 
and making interceflion for tranſgreſſors.—— In 
every prayer, look unto JEsus, thy prevailing advo- 
rate; recommending thy devotions, and © bearing the- 
bra iniquity of thy holy things 1.“ In every tempta- a 
ors Nn look unto Jesus, the author of thy ſtrength, © 
and captain of thy ſalvation; who alone is able to 
itt up the hands that hang down, to invigorate the 
ver enfeebled knees, and make thee more than conqueror 
on- erer all thy enemies. But eſpecially, when the - , 
Nur of thy departure approaches; when “ thy fleth - An 
and thy heart fail;” when all the ſprings of life are 


* 3 > WR * 2 
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the * Heb. xii; 2. 


F He ſank beneath our heavy woes, 
I To raiſe us to his throne: 6 
rden There's not a gift his band beſtows, WF: es 
| But coſt biz heart a gan. d | Watts, 
„id. | Exod, $4ivViii, 38. | 
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irreparably breaking; then look unto Jxsus, with z 
belicving eye“. Like expiring Stephen, behold hin 
ſtanding at the right hand of Gop, on purpoſe tg 
ſuccour his people in this their laſt extremity. Ye, 
my Chriſtian friend, when thy journey through lik 
is liniſhed, and thou art arrived on the very verge of 
mortality ; when thou art juſt launching out 1nto the 
inviſible world, and all before thee is vaſt eternity; 
chen, O then, be ſure to look ſt:dfaſtly unto Jus! 
« See by faith the Lox D's Curisr.” View him, az 
the only way + to the everlaſting manſions, as the 
only door * to the abodes of bliſs. 


* 


Lonpx tree that faces the ſouth, has ſomethin 
too remarkable to pals without obſervation.— Like 
the fruitful, though feeble vine, ſhe brings fort a 
large family of branches: but, unable to ſupport 
them herſelf, commits them to the tuition of a tunay 
wall, As yet the tender twigs have ſcarce gemined 
their future bloſſoms. However, I may anticipats 
the well-known productions; and picture to myicit 
the paſion-flower ; which will, in due time, witha 
long and copious ſucceſſion, adorn the boughs, 
I have read, in a profane author, of flowers inſcri 
bed with the names of kings || but here is one, ems 
blazoned with the marks of the bleeding Prince of litt, 
I read, in the inſpired writings, of apoſtolic men; 
ho bore about, in their bodies, the dying of tis 
Lon Ixsvus 5: but here is a blooming. rclig ice, tht 
_Earrics apparant memorials of the tame tremendous 
and fatal cataſtrophe.—— Who would have expect 
to find ſuch a tragedy of woe, exhibited in a collection 
of the moſt delicate delights! Or to fee Calvary) 
-  Horrid ſcene, pourtrayed on the ſofteſt ornament 
pot the garden ?—ls nature then actuated by the nobt 


® Look unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 11, lv. 
. 7 John BY lion. N 

I Dic, quibus is terris in cripti nomina regum 8 3 
; L Naſcautur flores fer 8 | Vi 


. 52 Cor, iv. 10. ; fy 
* 5 ambidil 


n 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 153 


WE mbition, of paying commemorative honours to her 
WW onizing Sovereign? Is the kindly officious to remind 
Norgetful mortals of that miracle of mercy z which it 
WS: chcir duty to contemplate, and their happineſs to 
W-licve!—— Or, is a /portive imagination my inter- 
yreter; and all the ſuppoſed reſemblance no more 
han the precarious gloſs of fancy? Be it ſo: yet even 
Wancy has her merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in fuch 
Wplcating imagery, the crucified Jgsus. Nor ſhall 1 
Wcfule a willing regard to imagination herſelt ? when 
Whe employs her creative power, to revive the ſenſe of 
Wuch unparallelled love, and prompt my gratitude to fo 
Wivine a friend. os | 

That /piral tendril, ariſing from the bottom of the 


Walk; is it a repreſentation of the /courge, which laſh- 


A the Redeemer's unſpotted fleth z and inflicted thoſe. 
Wripes, by which our ſouls are healed? Or, is it 
iſted for the cord, which bound his hands in painful 


U. * 4 1 ; L : 

el d ignominious confinement: thoſe beneficent hands, 
at: Which were inceſſantly ſtretched out, to unlooſe the 
cif Neavy burdens, and to impart bleſſings of every choice 


find !—— Behold the nails, which were drenched in 
is ſacred veins, and rivetted his feet to the accurſed 
ee: thoſe beautiful“ feet, which always went about 
em ing good; and travelled far and near, to ſpread 
life, e glad tidings of everlaſting falvation,- See the 
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201; mer, ponderous and maſſy, that drove the rugged [x 
teens through the racked nerves; that forced a pailage bY 
tha r thoſe dreadful wedges, between the diſlocated _ 


nes. — View the Zhorns, which encircled our royal 
ſalter's brow, and ſhot their keen afflitive points 


dous 
ectcy 


ciao his bleſfed head: that head, which was ever me- 
Jar) ung peace to poor ſinners; and ſpent many a 
menu ctul night in ardent prayer for their happineſs, 


noble ke ſmart ! the fiercely throbbing ſmart ! when, in- 


ad of the triumphal laurel, or the odoriferous gar- 
. 1G, that pungent and ragged wreath, was planted 
H'w beautiful are the feet of bim that bringeth good tidings, that pu- 
ih peace, tha bringeth good tidi,gs of good; that publiſketh qu. vation! 
til, 7. NT: ; f ; 
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on the meek Meſſiah's forchead ! when rude and bar 
barous blows of the ſtrong eaſtern cane *, ſtruck the 
prickly crown, and fixed every thorn deep in his ten, 
der temples $.—There ſtand, the difciples, ranged in 
YL the green impalement; and forming a circle, round 
the inſtruments of their great Commander's torture, 

They ſtand wedged in firm batalion; and appear lik; 

fo many faithful adherents, that breathe a gallut 
reſolution, either of defending their Lok p to the lat 
extremity, or of dropping, in honourable deaths, by 
his fide. O! that they had given ſuch proofs of 22 

and fidelity in their conduct, as their ſteady poſturz, 
and determined aſpect, ſeem to promiſe! But, alas! 
what is human rmneſs, when deſtitute of ſuccour 
from above, but an expiring vapour? What is every 
faint, if unſupported by powerful grace, but an aban- 
doned traitor ? —-——D-O2ſrve the glory delincated in 
double rays, grand with imperial purple, and rich with 

+ ethereal blue. But, ah! how incapable are thread, 
;k though ſpun by ſummer's fineſt hand; though dy: 
3 * in ſnows, or dipped in heaven; to diſplay the imm: 
culate excellency of his human, or the ineffable majelly 
of his divine nature! Compared with theſe fublime 
per fections, the moſt vivid aflemblage of colour, 


x. . 


. * They took the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and ſmote bim on th 
bead! and fo, as it were, nailed down the thorns into his forchead 
and temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite pain, as well a1 

* great effuſion of blood.” — Family Expoſitor, Vol. II. fect. 188.— 
t is moſt probable, adds the ſame judicious critic, this was à wil 

46 ing ſtaff, wiich they put into his hand as a ſceptre ; for 4 % 

« with a ſlight reed would ſcarce have heen felt, or have deſervel 

* a mention in a dctail of ſuch dreadful ſufferings.” 

+ The ſmart attending this unparallelled piece of contemptuo# 
barbarity muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere; not ouly.on account of le 
many painful punctures made in the fleſh ; but principally becavs 
the per iaſteum, a moſt exquiſitely ſenſible tegu ment of the bones, } 

ing in thoſe parts very near the external fkin, muſt” receive 2 
tithde of moſt teriible wounds. The anguith of winch could 80 
fail of being iuflamed to an exceſs of rage, by the continue oy 
many thorny lancets, in that extremely tenet membrane; Way 
in ſuch a caſe, 


trembling alive all o'er. 
Muſt ſmart, and agonize at cv ry pore. 


fab 


| = ay * 


es into an unmeaning flatneſs ; the moſt charming 
= 7:5 of light and ſhade, are not only mere daubings, 

ut an abſolute blank. | | CATER 
= Among all the beauties, that fhine in ſunny robes, 
od fp the filver dews 3 this, I think, has the \nobleſt 
bort, if not the Hneſt preſence, Were they all to 
s in review, and expect the award of ſuperiority 
om my decifion ; 1 ſhould not heſitate a moment. 
e the prize aſſigned to this amiable candidate; which. 
Was ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, and ſo highly dignified 
Wcriclf, by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance to 
the righteous Branch *“; the Plant of renown.” — 
ENV hile others appoint it a place in the parterre ; I 
Would tranſplant the paſſion- flower, or rather transfer 
Ws facred fignificancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, 
Noch in ſummer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt 
Wnpreffive characters, and with an undecaying luſtre, 
What I alſo may wear—— wear on my very foul, che 
Waces of IMMANUEL; picrced for my fins, and brui- 
for my tranſgreſſions. That I allo may be crucified 
With CHRIST f: at leaſt, in penitential remorſe, and 
Wicctionate ſympathy, That I may know the fellowſhip. 
his fufferings ; and feel all my evil affections 
vi Wounded by his agonies, mortified by his death. 


Mo. (HERE is another ſubject of the verdant kingdom, 
ai lich makes fo very uncommon a figure, as juſtly 
ins my particular notice. One ſo extremely diſh. 
* in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her conſtitution; 
ene at [he dares not venture herſelf abroad in the open 
: but is nurſed up in the warmth of a hot bed, and 
pro cs cloiſtered in the cells of a green-houſe.—Bur, 
e moſt curious peculiarity is, That, of all her kindred- 


beca ; | den 
de, ies, {he alone partakes of perceptive life : at leaſt 
| ; vances neareſt to this more exalted ſtate of be ing; 
wn way be looked on as the link wich connects the 


mal and the vegetable world. A ſtranger obſerving 
We bleſſed Jesvs is deſcribed by Jer. zziii. 5. by Ezck. | 
«091 | | | 
Gul. ü. 206. ] Phil. ii. 10. 1 2 
fl her 
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ber qualities, would almoſt be induced to uſed 
that ſhe is endued with ſome inferior degrees of con 
ſciouſneſs and caution. For, if if you offer to handle 
| this /enfitive plant, ſhe immediately takes the alarm; 
E- - Haſtily contracts her fibres; and, like a perſon under 
1 apprehenſions of violence, withdraws from your finger 
in a kind of precipitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauy 
of her aſpect might be ſullied, or the niceneſs of 
her texture diſcompoſed by the human touch. 
Therefore, like a coy virgin, the keeps at a diſtance 
from all unbecoming familiarities z and will admit ng 
ſuch improper, if not pernicious, freedoms, 
Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect; it 
ſuggeſts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian, 
Such ſhould be our apprehenſive timorous care, with re. 
gard to fin; and all, even the moſt difant approachu 
of vice. We ſhould avoid the very appearance of e. 
vil, and ſtand aloof from every occaſion of falling,- 
| If finners entice; if forbidden pleaſures tempt ; or i 
opportunity beckons, with the gain of injuſtice in ber 
; hand: turn from the gilded ſnare; touch not the 
- beauteous bane ; but fly, fly with haſte, fly without 
any delay, from the bewitching ruin.—Does anger 
draw near with her lighted torch, to kindle the fla 
of reſentment in our breaſts? Does Aattery ply our 
ears with her enchanting and intoxicating whilpers! 
Would diſcontent lay her leaden hand upon our ten 
pers, and mould into our minds her ſour leaven ; it 
order to make us a burden to ourſelves, and una 
able to others? Inſtantly lit us divert our attention. 
from the dangerous objects; and not ſo much cnc: 
vour to antidote, as to bun, the moral contagion 
Let us revolve, in our meditations, that wondcriu 
 meehkneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter; which, awivit ul 
moeſt abuſive and provoking inſults, maintained & 
uniform tener of unſhaken ſerenity; Let us cont 
plate that prodigious humiliation : which brought Ml 
from an infinite height above all worlds, to make! 
bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſooth our Jari 
dur uncaly paſſions, by an attentive relic cio y 
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in the deepeſt poverty, unfeignedly thankful + and, uns 
er the heavieſt tribulations, molt ſubmiſſively patient. 


= 
oy 


* 


9 

MAY 

2 
75 


Hanno not, therefore, on any conſideration 
oe betrayer of your virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, 
o the be guiling ſolicitation. If it obtrude into the 
Wnouarded heart, give it entertainment no not for 
moment. To parley with the enemy, is to open a 
Voor for deſtruction. Our ſafety conſiſts in flight: 
Wand, in this caſe, /uſpicion is the trueſt prudence ; fear 
Whe greateſt bravery.—Play not on the brink of the 
Wb:ccipice. Flutter not round the edges of the flame. 
Wally not with the ſtings of death. But reject, with 
becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abhorrence, 
Whe very firſt inſinuations of iniquity : as cautiouſly 
Ws the /narting ſore ſhrinks even trum the ſofteſt hand, 


&s conſtantly as this jealous plant recoils at the ap- 
Proaching touch “. | 1 


A 
ä 
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Nor long ago, theſe curious productions of the 
Wpring were coarſe and mil-thapen roots, Had we 


The prophet T/aiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription of the 
right man, ſays, He ſoiketh his hands from holding of bribes; and I may 
ad, from practiſing any kind of iniquity. The image, exceedingly 
jautiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces the 
Qrine of this whole ſection. — Shaketh bis hands; juſt as 4 
ion would do, who happens to have burning coals fall into his lap, 
r lome venomous creature faſtening upon his fleſh, In ſuch a cale, 
one would ſtand a moment to conſider ;- none would debate with 
felt the expediency of the thing; but inſtantly fling off the per- 
ious incumbrance ; _ inſtantly endeavour to diſengage himſelf 
om the clinging miſchief. If. XXxXiüi. 15. | 
have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſving immediately the 
1) jt ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views. Becauſe, a 
poper behaviour, in this conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt importance 
| the purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of our minds.——Becaule, 
bad the royal moralift in my eye: who, deterring his pupils from 
e path of the wicked; cries, with an air of deep concern, and in 
c language of vehement importunity, cries, Avoid it; paſs not by its 
tom it; and poſs away. How ſtrongly is the counſel vrged, by 
ug fo frequently repeated; in ſuch a remarkable diverſity of concile 
, Hg conſequently of forcible and preſſing adfiicuttions, 
„iv. 18. | 
Vor. I. O opened 
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opened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed, hoy 
ancouth and contemptible had their appearance been 


But now. they are the boaſt of nature; the delight of 


the ſons of men; finiſhed patterns for ennamelling an 


1 embroidery; outſhining even the happicft Rrokes of the 


encil, They are taught to bloom, but with a ver 

ferior luſtre®, in the richeſt tapeſtries, and moſ 
magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts to eqzal their 
incomparable elegancies ; but places all her merit in 
copying after theſe delicate originals. Even thoſe, tha 
glitter in ſilver, or whole cloathing is of wrought gold; 
are proud to borrow additional ornaments from 1 


fprig of jeſſamine, or a little aſſemblage of pinks, 


W hat a fine idea may we form from hence, of the 
reſurrection of the juſt, and the ſtate of their reanims 
ted bodies ! As the roots even of our choiceſt flowery 
when depoſited in the ground, are rude and ungrace- 


Ful; but when they ſpring up in blooming lite, are 
moſt exquiſitely elegant; ſo the poor fleſh of a taint 
when committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? A 
' heap of corruption; a mals ot putrefying clay. But 
when it obeys the great archangel's call, and ſtarts into 


renewed exiſtence ; O | what an aſtoniſhing changeen- 
fucs | what a moſt prodigious improvement takes place 
That which was ſown in weakneſs, will be raiſed 


in all the vivacity of power. That which was font 


in dej/crmity, will be raiſed in the bloom of celeſtial 


beauty; and thine © as the brightneſs of the firm. 


« ment,“ when it darts the inimitable blue through 
the flecces - the ſnowy flceces of ſome cleaving cloud 
Fear not then, thou tariihful Chriftian ; tear not à 


the ppointed time, to de/cend into the tomb. I 
ol mou mayeſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemch 
who is Lok bp of the unſeen world; who has itt 
& kcys ot hell and ot death.“ Moſt ſafely maycit a 


Ihe cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt : 
A faver red ſtands biuſhing in the role, 


Than that which on the bridegroom's veſtments flows. 
| PE Prior Sol. 
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BS cut thy better part, in thoſe beneficent hands, which 
WE were pierced with nails, and faſtened to the ignomi- 
hious tree, for thy ſalvation.— And with regard to 
WE thy fleſbly tabernacle, be not dif mayed - It is only ta- 
kea down to be rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in a 
mwore heavenly form. It it retire into the ſhadow-of 
death, and gloom of the grave; it is only to return 


WE from a ſhort confinement to endleſs liberty. If it dies, 
Wit is in order to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins z 
| WE and wear an infinitely brighter face of perfection, and 


of glory“. 
E Having now made my panegyric; let me next take 
up a /amentation, for the ſweeteſt productions of the 


vegetable world, —For I forſee their approaching 
doom: yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcen2s- 


* W&vaniſh: yet a little while,, and all the ſweets of the 
breathing, all the beauties of the blooming ſpring, 
"WE periſh. Every one of theſe amiable forms mult be 
* EW hrivelled to deformity, and trodden to the eart..— 
"_ 


ESignificant reſemblance this, of all created beauty. 


A Al feſb is graſs, faith the prophetic voice, and all the 
ul Wpoodlineſs thereof as the flower of the field, Behold 


chen, ye brighteſt among the daughters of Eve ; behold 
Hourſelves in this glaſs. See the charms of your perſan 
eclipſed by the luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the 
Vailiy of your flate repreſented, r by their tranſient 


oi : N glories. 
fil : The wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 
"Mas Live in their deaths, and flouriſh from the grave, 
web Grain hid in earth repays the peaſant's care; 
oud And ev'ning ſuns but ſet to rife more fair. 
"tt J Kai ro podov x ety x21 0 Yeovor aue udtahiver 
Ity Kat To 4e acta9v £51) e eg, « T4 xv ynea 
Ane To Age gg, iectinrs] ai hviun mwirly* 
mch Ade xuwr Mut S ra A Ai - 
s ile Kut TANNer #2AGY 651 79 Tad, aN GALY er Cnr 


8 Theocr. Al. 24. 
When ſows deſcend, and robe the fields | 
la Winter's bright array; 
Touch'd by the ſun, the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 


When Spring appears; when violets blow, 
Aud ched a zich perfume; 


l, | 
I Q 2 | How 
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plories. A fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed yeing: 
a conſumption emaciate the dimpling cheeks ; a load 
of unexpected ſorrows depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits. Or 
if theſe diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; Fe 
age, incxorable age, and wrinkles will come at lat; 
Will wither the fine features, and blaſt every ſprighty 
grace. 5 

I Then ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are darken. 
cad, and fink in their orbs; when they are rolling in 
| agonies, or {wimming in death —— How vill vou 
ſuſtain the affliction? How will you repair the 1606 — 
Oh! apply your thoughts to religion; chooſe and 
attend to the one thing needful. Belicy> in, and imi- 
tate, the bleſſed Jusus: then ſhall your fouls mount 
up to the realms of happineſs; when the wel- proper. 
tioned clay is mingling with its mean original. [he 


greſs your minds, and prepare tor the immortal ſtate| 
"Then, from ſhining among your fellow: creature; on 


- 4 * > 2 , 
bright beams of Gov's countenance will irradiate, . 
with a-matchlets pert: tion, all their faculcics. . Clan. 
fed entirely from every dreg of corruption, like fone Wi 
anfullcd mirror, they will refle&t the complete image Wi, 
of their Creator's holincts, O!] that you would thus Wi 


„ How ſoon the fragrance breathes its Iaſt! 
Ho ſhort-liv'd is the bloom! 


>= -» Freſh in the morn, the Summer roſe, 

| Hlaogs wither'd ere its non 
Mie ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the pleaſure gone. 


With gliding fire, an e' ing Har 
Streaks the autumnal fkies; 

Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, 

And in an inſtant dies. 

Such are the charms that fluſh the check, 
And ſparkle in tbe eye; 
So, from the lovely ſiniſn'd form 


I! he tranſient graces fly. 
3 Jo this the ſeaſons, as they roll, 
+. +.2- + Their atteſtation bring: A 
| — They warn the fair ; their ev'cy round 3 
Confims the truth I ling, —_— „ 
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ach, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the 
Vine of Gor for ever and ever. Then, from being 
ke ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of our eyes, 
bere below; you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy tranſition, in- 
0 angels of light; and become c an cverlaſting excel- 
lency, the joy of all generations.“ = 


=. 
2 
"WM 

. = J 

_—. 
1 
WE - _ 
5 


= YES; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay, —Yon- 
der ly, that looks like the queen of the gay creation: 
W-{::, how gracefully it erects its majeſtic head [: 
EW hat an air of dignity and grandeur ennobles its a- 
| WEſpc& ! For elevated mien, as well as incomparable 
acte, juſtly may it be preferred to the magnificent 
t WEmonarch of the eaſt *. But, all ſtately and charming 
WE it is, it will hardly ſurvive a few more days: that 
Wunſpotted whitenels muſt quickly be tarniſhed; and 


„ me ſnowy form defiled in the duſt, 
nm 5 | ER 

e As the /ily pleaſes with the noble ſimplicity of its: 

3 opearance, the zZv/ip is admired for the gaiety and 

q 3 ultiplicity of its colours. What a profuſion of dyes 

©: WWſarrays its painted cup! Its tinges are fo glowing its 
on 


Wcontraſts ſo ſtrong; and the arrangement of them 

Wboth fo elegant and artful ! — lt was lately the pride 
Nef the border, and the reigning beauty of the 

Wdcliohtful ſeaſon. As cxquilitely fine as the rainbow, 
nd almoſt as extremely tranſient, it ſpread, for a 
Wittle moment, its glittering plumage: but has now 
Did all its diſtinguithed honours down. Thoſe ra- 

Want ſtripes arc blended, alas | rudely blended, with 
gommon mould. | | 

| lo a gracetul ſhape, and blooming complexion, 
e roſe adds the moſt agreeable perfume. Our no- 

Wirils make it repeated viſits, and are never weary of 
prinking in its ſweets. A fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich 

Ind reviving, tranſpires from its opening tufts, that 
very one covets its acquaintance, How have I ſeen: 
pen the accompliſhed Chariſſa, for whom ſo many vo- 


| tb Match, vi. 29s 85 ; LM : „ 
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taries languiſh, fondly carefling this little flower! 
That lovely boſom, which is the feat of innocence au 
virtue; whoſe leaſt excellency it is, to rival the dj. 
cacy of the pureſt ſnows; among a thouſand chars 
of its own, thinks it poſſible to adopt another fron 
the damaſk roſe-bud.—— Yet even this univerſal fi. 
.  vourite'muſt fail. Its native balm cannot preſerve i 
from putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, muſt it refign al 
ttzhoſe endearing qualities; and hang neglected on ity 
ſtem, or drop de ſpiſed to the ground. 
One could with, methinks, thoſe lovelieſt of the 
-. Inanimate race a longer exiſtence : but in vain : they 
Fade almoſt as ſoon as they Hauriſb: within leſs thang 
month their glories are extinct. Let the ſun taken 
- few more journeys through the ſky; then vilit this 
enchanting walk; and you will find nothing but x 
wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks, — 
But O! (my foul exults in the thought) the garnet 
of celeſtial glary, which ſhall ere long array the re: 
animated body, will never wax old. The illuſtrious 
robes of a Saviour's conſummate righteouſneſs, which 
are appointed to deck the juſtified ſpirit, are incor: 
ruptible and immortal. No moth can carrode their 
texture; no number of ages fully their brightneſs, 
The light of day may be quenched, and all the ſtars 
fiok in obfcurity; but the honours of ** juit men 
& made pei fact,“ are ſubject to no diminution : inex- 
tinguiſhable and unfading is the luſtre of their crown 


= 
= 
— 
* 
By 
* 
+ 
* 
3 
; 
9 
5 
* 
17 
1 
1 * 
be 
"= 
RJ 
7 0 
A 
DV 
1 
3 
4 
* 
4 
7 
* 
0 
wt 
"I 
5 
2 
* 
4 
- 
A 
* 
AY 
oe 
* 
* 
— 
= 
3 
3 
3 
1 
"24 
1 
B 
3 
= 
2 
4 
5 
by 


| 
f 
t 
f 
i 
F 
F: 


2 - oe _—_ 

ſn R 3 
* * R 
F 
* ke © 

1 


Es, ye ſhuery nations, ye muſt all decay. — 
Wigter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtable conquerot, 
that carries fire and ſword where-ever he advances; 
demoliſhes towns; depopulates countries; tpreats 
flaughter and deſolation on every fide—So, juſt ſo, 

will winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting bla/ts, in. 

vade this beautiful proſpect. The ſtorms are gathel. 
ing, and the tempeſts muſtering their rage, 10 fil 
upon the vegetable kingdoms. They will rang 
through the dominions of nature; and plunder ber 

© riches, and lay waſte her charms. —Thea, he 2 


* 3 a 
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Womfortable gloom of tedious nights. —Then theſe 


pretty choriſters of the air will chant no more to the 
Wrentle gales. The lark, the linnet, and all the fea- 
Whered ſongſters, abandon their notes, and indulge 


heir woes. Mute is every ſhrill and tuneful pipe: 
he harmony of the woods is at an end: and ſtlence, 
lunleſs interrupted by howling winds), ſullen filence, 
Wits brooding upon the boughs; that are now made 
Vocal, by a thouſand warbling throats. | [ 
But, O! raviſhing remembrance} the /ongs of 
E/cints in light never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs. All 
heaven will reſound with the melody of their grati- 
Rude; and all eternity echo to their triumphant accla- 
Wations, The hallelujahs of that world, and the hare 
monious joy of its inhabitants, will be as laſting as the 
Wivine perfections they celebrate. Come then, ho- 
love, and tune my heart; deſcend, celeſtial fire, 
pod touch my tongue that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike. 
Wp, and bear my part, in that great hoſannah, that 
verlaſting hymn. eee eee 


LIES; yes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay.— 
And, indeed, could you add the frength of an oak, 
Ir the ability of a pyramid *, to ali the delicacy of 
| * I know not any performance, in which the tranſftory nature of 
eſe moſt durable monuments of human grandevr, is hinted with 
ich a modeſt air of inſtruction; or their hideous ruin de ſeribed, in 
bch a pomp of pliealtny horror; as in a ſmall, but ſolem n, pictu- 
fſque, and majeſtic poem, inttiled—The RUINS of ROME, writ- 
bY the Rev. Mr Dyer ; whom the reader (if he has the pleaſure 
peeling that beautiful piece) will eaſily perceive, to have drawn 
Wu the origins/s themſelves 3 as nath ng but the ſight of thoſe Fas, 
+ £7 of X uiſicent 
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But, amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our 
 deemer foeth. Thy years, bleſſed JEsUs, ſhall not 
fame; the ſame moſt excellent and adorable Being; the 
fame omnipotent and faithful friend; the ſame al. 


ſufficient and ineſtimable portion. O!] may we but 
Partake of thy merits ; be ſanctified by thy grace; and 


expire, and all that is amiable in nature be expunged, 


yet, if Gop be ours, we ſhall have enough: if Gop be 
ours, we ſhall have all; and abound “: all that our cir- 


not only through this little interval of time, but 


; beats fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe, ——L-t me 
retire to yonder inviting arbour. There the wood. 
- bines retain the lucid drop; and the jeſſamines, that 


your texture; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, 
would y ur duration be. For J /ee, that all things 
come to an end. The pillars of nature are tottering; 
the foundations of the round world are falling away : 
The heavens themſclvts wax old like a garment,” 


refuge; this our conſolation 3 Ve know that our Re. 


fail: from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art ſtill the 


received into thy glory Then periſh, if ye will, al 
inferior delights. Let all that is /p/enatd in the ikie 


Let the whole extent of creation be turned again into 
one undiſtinguiſhable void; one univerſal blank ;— 


cumſtances can want, or our withes: crave, to make 
us inconceivably bleſſed and happy; bleſſed and happy, 


Wrough the unmeaſurable revolutions of eternity. 


Tux fun i is now come forth in his firength ; and 


line. the verdant alcove, are {till impearled with dews, 
Welcome, ye refreſhing ſhades! 1 feel, I fee 
nificent remains, could have inſpired his lines with ſuch vivatith 


As a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation of the 
remark 46am Os I take leave. to tranſcribe the follonin 


The pilgrim oft, 

At dead ot oight, mid his oraiſoo hears 

Aghaſt the voice of time, diſparting tow'rs. 
Tumbling all precipitate down daſh'd, 

Rattling arround, loud thund'ring to the moon. 


His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, 
And bids carth coll, nor teels the idle whirl. 
" N ight-Thoughts,” No. 1. 
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our chearing influence. My languid ſpirits revive; 
1 ue ſlackened ſinews are new. ſtruug; and life bounds 
I hriſker through all her crim{on-channels. 
1 Reclined on this moſſy couch, and ſurrounded by 
Dis fragrant coolneſs; let me renew my aſpirations to 
the ever-preſent deity, Here let me'remember, and 
Pnitate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica. 
WW ho, being engaged in oe: on the beauties of 
be vifible creation, roſe, by theſe ladders, to the 
3 lories of the inviſible ſtate; till they were inſpired 
ich che moſt affecting /en/e of their ſupereminent ex- 
de and actuated with the moſt ardent breathings 
W:fter their full enjoyment. Iuſomuch, that they were 
Tod wrapt up into the bliſs they contemplated; and 


Wcarce © knew, whether they were in the a or out 
of the body.“ 


\ 


_=- E Worn tempeſts toſs the ocean: when plaintive ſig- 

nals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing deep; and 
Wn-lancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come floating on 
De foaming ſurge: then, how delightful to ſtand 
Wafe on ſhore, and bug one's ſelf in conſcious ſecuri- 
When a glut of waters burſts from ſome 
Bale torrent; ruſhes headlong over all the neigh- 
Pouring plains; ſweeps away the helpleſs cattlez and 


nd rives the affrighted ſhepherd from his hut: then, 
* from the top of a diſtant eminence, to deſcry the. 
od- enger we need not fear; how pleaſing !—Such, 
hat ethinke, is my preſent ſituation; for, now, the ſun 


vs, zes from on high: the air glows with his Gre : the 

lelds are rent with chinks : the roads are ſcorched to 
vſt : the woods ſeem to contract a ſickly aſpect, and 
e ruflet bue: the traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens 
ung e his inn, and intermits his journey: the labourer, 


A. Excretius gave the hint for theſe obſervation: ; ſo he aſſigns 
ne re:/0u of the pleaſure ſpecified. It orifes, not from the conſidera» 
jon ot anther, mije ry, this would Argue thie rank«c(t malevolence 2 4 
put from the agice-bic contemplation of our 0wWn perſonal yafety x 
nich, whi e we view circuin ſtances that are pernicious to Others, 


vt barmleſ, to ourſelves, is not a little heightened by the contraſh, 
Suave mari mag eo, &c. 


N. N . bathed 


* 
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bathed in ſweat, drops the ſcythe, and deſiſts from hi 
work: the cattle flee to ſome ſhady covert, or elſe pant 
and toſs under the burning noon. Even the ſtubborn 
rock, {mit with the piercing beam, is ready to cleay, 
All things languiſb beneath the dazzling deluve.- 
While I ſhall enjoy a cos hour, and calm reflact on; 
amid the gloom of this bowery receſs, that ſcarce admin 
one ſpeck of ſun-ſhine. 5 | 
W Thus, may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, dus 
| | beneath the defence of the Mojt High, and abide und. 
the ſhadow of the Almighty *, Then, though + the 
peſtilence walketh in darkneſs, and the ſickneſs deitroy: 
eth at noon- day: though thouſands fall beſide us, and 
ten thouſands at our right hand; we need fear noc. 
vil, Either the deſtroying angel thall paſs over our 
houſes; or elſe he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of 1 i 
Friend, not the ſcourges of an enemy; which, inſtal Wi 
of hurting us, ſhall work for our good. ——Then, 
though prefaneneſs and infidelity, far more malignant Wi 
evils, breathe deadly contagion, and taint the morals Wh 
of multitudes around us; yet, if the great Father of Wh 
ſpirits * hide us in the hollow of his hand,” we ſhall WW 
' hold faſt our integrity, and be faithful unto death. 
Let then, deareſt Lox D, O! let thy ſervant, and Wi 
the people committed to his care, be received into tay i 
1 
y 
1 


protection. Let us take ſanctuary under that Tree of 

: Ie, erected in thy ignominious croſs ; let us fly for 
fafety to that City of reſuge, opened in thy bleeding 
wounds. Theſe ſhall be a ſacred hiding-place, not i 
be pierced by the flames of divine wrath, or the fic! 
darts of temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfet 
obedience, ſhall be to our ſouls, as rivers of water i 
a dry place, or as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weh 
ry land }. 
But moſt of all, in that /aft tremendous day, wit 
the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapt up like a ſcroll; 


% Pſal. xci. 1. | | 
f This was written when a very infectious and mortal diſtenps 
raged in the neighbourhood. 
: 4 II. xxxii. a. | 


hes 
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ben thy almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun in his 
rreer, and daſh to pieces the ſtructure of the uni- 
W-c{-:; when the dead, both ſmall and great, ſhall be 
ithered before the throne of thy glory; and the 
es of all mankind, hang on the very point of a 
aal irreverfible deciſion :-— then, bleſſed Jesvs, 
e us be ow. ed by thee, and we thill not be aſhamed ; 
E fended by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may 
We at that awful, that unutterably important junc- 
Wure, be covered with the wings of thy red-eming love; 


ic ad we ſhall behold all the horrible convuiſions of 
7- Wexpiriog nature, with compoſure, with comfort]! We 
nl all even welcome the conſummation of all things, as 


e times of re/reſbing from the preſence of the Lokb *, 
ur WE There are, I perceive, who {till attend the flowers; 
Ind, in defiance of the ſun, ply their work on every 
expanded bloſſom, The bees, I mean, that nation of 
en, Why inilis ! ro whom nature has communicated the rare 
ant nd valuable ſecret, of enriching themſclves, without 
ras mpoveriſhing others. Who extract the moſt delicious 
Hrup from cyery tragrant herb, without wounding 
hall is (ubſtince, or diminiſhing its odours, I take the 
Pore notice ot theſe ingenious operators, becauſe I 
Pould willingly make them my pattern T. While the 
Way butterfly fluiters her painted wings, and fips a 
Jule fantattic delight, only for the preſent moment: 
for While the gloomy ider worſe than idly buſicd, is 
ding er paring bis inſivivu> nets for deſtruction; or ſuck- 
ot 10s venom even from the moſt wholeſome. plants: 
fer is trugal community are wiſely employed in provi- 
ie Wins tor (uturty, and cuileRing a copious ſtock of 
e nioit balmy trcatures,— And, O!] might theſe 
vel Wn -Uitations lik into my 1cul ! would the GOD Who. 


when inte an eſtabliſhed principle; to determine all my in- 
nations, and regulate u.y whole conduct; I ſhould 
„„ 
temps 3 1 


Ego apis malina 
Mere modogue ; 
Erala carpentis wymas 


4 


gecſted cach heavenly zthourht, vouchſafe to convert 


* - 7 / # 
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then gather advantages from the ſame blooming obf 
| jects ;, more precious than your golden ſtores, ye in. 
AJauſtrious artiſts. I alſo ſhould go home laden vin 
the ricbeſt fweets, and noblefi ſpoils, though I crop uo Y 

a leaf, nor call a ſingle flower my own. bis 4 


HRE I behold, aſſembled in ene view, almoſt al 

dhe various beauties, that have been ſeverally enter. 

- taining my imagination. The vgs, ſtruck through an 

| ancient wood, or formed by rows of venerabl: «lms; 
conducting the ſpectator's obſ:rvation to ſome amiible Wi 
1 object; or leading the traveller's footſteps to this de. 
lighiful ſeat— the walls, enriched with fruit-retz 


— - 


to embower our noon-tide repoſe; or thrown open 
for the free acceſſion of air, to invite us to our even. 
ing recreations :—the decent 'edgings of box, that 
incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful compart. 
ment, and its ſplendid figures: — the ſhapely ever. 
greens and flowering ſhrubs ; that ſtrike the eye, and 
appear with peculiar dignity in this diſtant fiiuation: 
—the ba/on, with its cryſtal fount, floating in the cen. 
tre, and diffuſing an agreeable freſhneſs through the 
whole:—the waters falling from a remote caſcade; 
and gently murmuring as they flow along the pebbles: 
 =—— theſe, added to the re/r ; and all fo diſpoſcd, that 
each recommends and endears each; render the whit 
a moſt ſweet raviſhing ſcene of order and. varicty, d 
elegance and magnificence. 5 
From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluftering vp 
one's fight, it is impoſſible not to be reminded of tet 
wen : that world of bliſs; thoſe regions of light 
where the Lamb that was fliin maniteſts his beaüle 
- © preſence, and his faints live tor evermore.— But ol 
what pencil c {ketch out a draught of that good 
land? what language expreſs the incomparable pe 


and faced with a covering of their leafy exten{ivns, ih 

1 ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different picces ik 

1 of nature's nobleſt tapeſtry:— the walks, ncaly Wk 
ſhorn, and lined with verdure; or finely ſmoothed, and i 
2 coated with gravel.;—the alleys, arched with thiles WWF 
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dors of IMMANUEL's kingdom? Would ſome celeſtial 
ad dri ſile the veil, bu: for ont moment, and 
rnit us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe divine as 
I D drs; how would all ublunary pofi-fli ns become 
Wn ith: d in our eyes, and grow flit un ur waſte! 
WO: trankent glimp'e of thoſe unurtorable be uitudes, 
Wu captivate our ſouls, and enyrots all their faculties. 
en itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would app-ar a chearlels 
j lefart ; and all earthly churms, intolerable deformity, 
Very excellent things are ſpsken of thee, thou city of 
op“. Volumes have been written, and thoſe by 
q pipired men, to dilplay the wonders of thy pertections. 
ll that is rich and retplendent in the viflle crea- 
ion, has been called in to aid our conceptions, and 
Slcvate our ideas Big, indeed, no tongue can 
iter, no pen deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, what 
Wop, of his unbounJed munifhcence, his prepared 
Wor them that love him. Seeing then that all 
en erreſtrial things muſt come to a ſpeedy end; and 
cn: here rem ineth ſuch a reſt, ſuch a bliſsful en! evers 
ſting reſt for the people of GOD; let me never be 
art. o fondly attached to any pretent ſatisf , ctions. Wean— 
ven. from whatever is temporal, may Imi tain a ſupe- 
lor Ingifterence for ſuch tranfirory cnjoyments;z but 
on : Wong, long earnacſtly for the manſions that are above; 
cen e paradiſe “ which the LukD hath planted, and not 
the man,” 'Thither may I traniinit the chief of my con- 
ade WWWer/ation ; and from thence expect the while of my 
bics in. Be that the ſacred, powerful magnet, which 
er influences my heart; ever attracts my affections , 
ure, are ſuch tranſcendent glories, as eye bath 
„ A [cen ; there, are tuch traniporiing pleaſures; as ear 
as not heard: there, is ſuch a fulneſs of joys, as the 
bought of man cannot conceive. 

fe lato that conſummate felicity ; thoſe eternal frui- 
licht rs; permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, 
abundant entrance : and to aſſure you, that this 
lt is breathed, with the ſame ſincerity and ardour, 
my honoured correſpondent, as it is, Ma Dau, for 
3 Your-mejt obedient, &c. | 

„ | J. Herve 
Vor, I. 1 | 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand Tee ; 
The Kies it erm d, and yet it bied for me. 


Night-Thoughts, N 9 4, 
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Heſign of the whole= Angels the viſible Heaven 
Sars Comets Planet - Sun - !V'con ==» T hinder 

155 Eiphtnings Clouds, wiitry and vernal— Rainbou— 
= AOSrorms and Tempeſis—Peſiilence= Heat and (al- 
Ocean Hos and Shrubs Vine and Fruit Tren- 
Neadous and Fields — Mines and Jewels — Fountain 
and Rivers— ird Bees— Sith-worm-— «Cattle, and 
C̃r!reatures in every Element General Chorus of Preiſe, 
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IT F che reader pleaſes to look back to page 136, he 
I will find me engaged by a premiſſory note, to ſub- 
jonaDESCANT upon CREATION. 


To know the love CURIS H; to have ſuch a deep 
zpprchenſfion of his unſpeakable Kindneſs, as may pro- 
duce in our hearts an adoring gratitude to his dying 
Mijeſty, and an untcigned faith in his precious me- 
lrits; this, according to Si Paul's eſtimate, is the high-- 
leſt and happicſt attainment in the ſacred ſcience of 
[Chriſtianity x. The following is an attempt to aſſiſt 
the attentive mind, in learning a line or two of that 
beſt and greateſt leſſon. It introduces the moſt con- 
ſpicuous parts of the. viſible ſyſtem, as ſo many 
Frmpters to our dull affections; each ſuggeſting a. 
bit, adapted to the important occaſion, and ſuited: 
Ito its reſpective character. 18 85 | 

Can there be a more powerful incentive to: this: 
heavenly temper; than to conſider the magnificent: 
and dclicate icenes of the univerie, with a particular: 


Erh. iii. 199. | 
55 B 35 reference: 


| 15 N 
= EE DESCANT 
reference to CHRIST, as the Creator Nverp 
object, vic wed in this; light, will, 1 kope, admipitter 
inceſſint recruits, to the languiſbing hemp ot diving 
love. Every production in nature will {trikc a park 
into the ſul; and the whole creation concur, tg 
* Taile that ſmoking flax into a flame. 


Can any thing impart a ſtronger 75y to the he. 
liever; or more eff. ctually tend to confirm his if, 
fance in the crucified} JESUS; than to behold de 
heavens declaring bis glory, and the firmament ſhy. | 
ing his tandy-work ? Surely, it muſt be maticy of 
ine xpreſſible conſolation to che poor finner ; to ob- 
ſerve the honours of his Redeemer, written with {un- 

beams, over all the face of the world. 


LET thoſe, therefore, who delight to read an at. 
count of their incaraate JIEHOVAH; as he is revealed 
19 the books of Moſes and the prophets, the evange. 
ts and apoſiles; endeavour, accuſtom themlc]ves, 
E - to fcc a fketch of his perfections; as they ſtand del. 
Þ_ neated in that lately volume, where every l/ is 
ſpacious Pplain—evecry line a lowing broot—every te 
riod a lofty mountain. 


SHOVULD-any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch 
ſpeculations, I beg leave, (in purſuance of my pro- 
mile) to preſent them with a /pecimen: to offer a clue 
which may poflibly lead their minds, into this molt 
improving and delightful train of thinking, 


N 8 * L 
... eee n 1 ming wa. 00} 


_ SHOULD. any be inclined to ſuſpect the following 
obſervations, as the voice of rant, or the lawlels fliyht 
of fancy; rather than-acquieſce in them, as the words 
of truth and ſoberneſs ; I cutreat ſuch per ſons to rec! 
Jet, That they are warranted by the unanimous tcl 
mony of the inſpired penmen: who. frequenily cet 
brate IMMANUEL, or CHRIST Jus, a5 fh 
great almighty cauſe of all; afluring us, that all ig 

wil 
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p ON CREATION. © 17 
| were created by him, and for him; and that in hin all 
things con/rfl Mo + 252 , 

On ſuch a ſubject, what is wenderſul is far from 
being extravagant. To be wondertul is the grand 
characte riſtic of Gor, and his works; eſpecially, of 
| that moſt diſtiotuiſhed and glorious even of the. di- 
vine works, REDEMPTION. 80 glorious, that,“ all 
« the miracles in Egypt, and the marvellcus acts in 
« the field of Zoan ;” all that the Jeuiſb annals have 
recorded, or the human ear has heard; dwindle into 
trivial events, and are ſcarce worthy to be remembers. 
| od +, in compariton of this ſtupendous traniaction.— 

| Kindled, therefore, into pleifing aſtoniſhment, by 
ſoch a ſurvey; let me give full ſcope to my medita- 
| tions, and pour out my whole toul on fo boundleſs a 
ſubjcct; regardleſs. of the limits which cold criticiſm 
might preſcribe. . | £4 5 Span 


O vx angels, that ſurround the throne ye princes- 
of heaven, that excel in ſtrength,” and are clothed . / 
with tranſcendent brightneſs; he, who placed you in 
thofe ſtations of exalted honour, who dignifiæd your- 
nature with ſuch illuſtrious endow ments ; be whom 
you all obey, and all adore: HE took not on bim the 
$ angelic form, but united himſelf to frail ficih%@hd - 
| blood; communicated with us, wretched mortals, in 
| our wearinefs, our pains, and all our infirmines, ſin 


W only excepted; that we might one day be raiſed to 
ok jour ſublime abodes; be adopted into your blitsful ſo. . 


ciety; and join with your tranſported choir, in giving 
glory to EM that fitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Laus for ever and ever ; 1 5 


wing 

light 0 7 hs; h 12 J 2 B 
E 5 avens; whoſe azure arches riſe ſo immenſe - 
7 hich, and ſtretch ſo unmeaſurably wide: ſtupen=- 
telt dous amphitheatre; amidſt whole vaſt expantive Clif. . - 
* . 2 6. 17. Before my reader enters upon the tollowing Des . 


delixed to peruſe the note, p. 136. : 
Flower: Garden, 1 P. 130 9 Reflections on a2 


3: alli. 18. . } Rev. V. 13. 
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cuit, orbs of enormous magnitude are perpetually 
running their amazing races: unfathomable depths ot 

& r: where worlds unnumbered float, and, to our 

limited fight, worlds unnumbered are loſt he, who 
adjuſte 1, ur dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed, 

tc aiaghificent ſtructure with his word; nE ww 

once wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, and laid in a manger; 

that the benefits accruing to his people, through 

his moſt meritorious humiliation, might have no 0. 

= ther meaſure of their value than. immenſity; might 
run parallel, in their duration, with eternity. 


O xs ars, that beam with ſuch inextinguiſhable 
- brilliancy through the mid-night ſky ; oceans of flame, 
and centres of worlds, though ſeemingly little points 

of light: ——he who ſhone with eſſential effulgence, 
innumerable ages before your twinkling tapers were 
Eindled; and will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and 
beauty; when your. places ſhall'be known no more: 
HE. was involved, for many years, in the deepeſt 
obſcurity; lay concealed in the contemptible city 
Nazareth; lay diſguiſed under the mean habit of 2 
carpenter's fon :—that he. might plant the heavens *, 
as it were, with new. conſtellations; and exalt the 
clods of earth to a radiancy ſuperior to yours: a ra- 
diancy, which will adorn the very heaven of heavens, 
when you 1hall vaniſh away like ſ0ke 1; or expue, 

as momentary ſparks from the ſmitten ſteel. 


COMETS; chat ſometimes ſhoot in the illimi- 
table tracks of #ther, farther. than the dilcernment 


is. | | | 

1 Alluding to a paſſage in T/aiab, which is, I think, grand ande- 
levated beyond all compariſon. ——Lift up your eyes to the beaventy 
and lo:k upon the earth ! encath: for the: beavens jrall vaniſh uu like nal, 
and the earth ſnall wax old like a gr ment, and they that dwell therein ſeal 
die like the tecble iuſect; ut my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and ny 

* "ſolvation ſhall not be abolifbed, 11 li- 6.— with the great Viringa, Tut 
late the wards, . J., not, is like manner,; but like the feeble 10 i 
Which renders the period moie complete; the tenſe more emplg 

' tical; and 15 more agreeable to the genius of the ſacred original 
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of our eye is able to follow; ſometimes turn from 
lhe long, long excurfion, and ſweep our affrighted 
Jbemiſphere with your enormous fiery train; that 
ſometimes make near approaches to the ſun, and burn 
almoſt in his immediate beams; ſometimes retire to 
very remote diſtances, and freeze for ages in the ex- 
E ceflive rigours of winter: he who, at his ſovereign 
pleaſure, withdraws the blazing wonder; or leads 
forth the portentous ſtranger, to ſhake terror over 
guilty kingdoms :—HE was overwhelmed with the 
moſt ſhocking amazement, and plunged into the 
deepeſt anxicty 3 was chill-d with apprehenfions of 
fear, and ſcorched by the flam-s of avenging wrath ; 
chat I, and other rebellious creatures, might not be 
for ever agitated, in the extremes of jarring paſſions; 
oppolite, yet, on either ſide, tormenting; tar more 
tormenting to the ſoul, than the ſevereſt degrees of 
your heat and cold to the human ſenie, 


Ye planets ; that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the ſky ; iometimes climbing. 
millions and millions of miles above, ſometimes de- 
ſcending as far below, the great axle of your motions: 
ye, that are ſo minutely faithful to the viciſſitudes of 
day and night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on 
the changes ot your reſpective ſeaſons: —he, wha 
launched you at firſt from his mighty arm; who cons 
tinuaily impels you with ſuch wonderful rapidity; 
and guides you with ſuch perfect regularity : who 
Ixs © the habitation of his bolineſs, and bis glory ; 
infinite hejghts above your ſcanty rounds: HE once 
became a helpleſs infant; ſojourned in our inferior 
vorld; fled from the perſecutor's fword ; and wanders. 
Ed as a vagabond in a foreign Jird :z—that he might lead 
pur kect into the way of peace; that he might bring 
5 aliens near to Gop, bring ws cxiles home to heaven. 


Taov ſun; inexhauſted ſource of light and heat, 
and comfort; without whoſe preſence ai univerſal 
oom would enſue, and horror inſupportable: who, 

oy f . oC 
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without the aſſiſtance of any other fire, ſheddeſſ day 
through a thouſand realms; and, not confining thy 
munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy enlightening 


influences to ſurrounding worlds: prime chearer of Wl 


the animal, and great enlivener of the vegetable tribes; 
fo beautiful in thyſelf, ſo b-neficial in thy effects, that 
_ erring Heathens addreſſed thee with adorations, and 
_ miſtook thee for thy M ker: he, who filled thy orb 
with a profuſion of luſtre; luſtre, in its direct emany 
tions, unſufferably bright; but, rebated by reflection, 
delightfully mild: he, before whom thy meridian 
ſplendors are but a ſhade ; whoſe love transfuſed into 
the heart, is infinitely more exhilarating, than even 
thy ſweet and clear ſhining after the rain: H diveſt 
ed himſelf of his all-tranſcending diſtinctions, and 
drew a veil over the effulgence of his divinity ; that 
by ſpeaking to us face to face, as a man ſpeaketh un- 
to his friend, he might diſpel our iatellectual dark 
neſs: his viſage was marred *®,” and he became the 
ſcorn of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by this 
manifeſtation of his unutterably tender regard for our 
welfare, he might diffuſe many a gleam of joy through 
our dejected minds: that, in another ftate of things, 
he might cloth even our fallen nature with the ho- 
nours of that magnificent luminary; and give all the 
righteous to ſhine forth as the ſun, in the Kingdom of 
their Father. 5 52 


Tuo moon; that walkeſt among the hoſt of ſtars 
and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them 
all: fair ruler of the night: ſometimes. ſupplying tht 
day with thy waxing brightneſs; ſometimes waning 
into dimneſs, and ſcarcely ſcattering the nodturuil 
gloom; ſometimes covered with ſackcloth, and alarts 
ing the gazing nations—he, who drefſcs thy opike 
globe in beaming, but borrowed ſilver ; whole digi 
tp is unchangeable, underived, and all his own: be 
vouchſafed to wear a body of clay; HE vouchſafed 0 


ad 


my. 
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dear as in a bloody eclipſe, ſhorn of his reſplendent 
beams, and ſurrounded with a night of horror, that 
new not one reviving ray :—thus has he empowered 

i church, to tread the moon under her feet“; and, 
aſpired with the hope of brighter glory, of more en- 
luring bliſs, to triumph over all the vain anxieties, 

id vainer amuſements, of this ſublunary, precarious, ' 
nutable world. | OTE, 


Ye thunders ; that, awfully grumbling in the di- 
ant clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form 
he firſt eſſays of a far more dreadful peal; or, ſud- 
genly burſting over our heads, rend the vault above, 
nd ſhake the ground below, with the hideous, hor- 

id crack : ye, that ſend your tremendous volleys 
om pole to pole, ſtartling the ſavage herds 4, and 
kſtoniſhing the human race: he, who permits terror 

o ſound her trumpet, in your dec p, prolonged, en- 
arging, aggravated roar: He uttered a feeble infan= ,, 3 
le cry in the ſtable, and ſtrong expiring groans on 
ge accurſed tree :—that he might, in the gentleſt ac® 
ents, whiſper peace to our ſouls ; and, at length, tune 
ur voices to the melody of heaven. 


O rs lightnings ; that brood, and lie couchant, in the 
phureous vapours ; that glance, with forked fury 
rom the angry gloom, ſwitter and fiercer than the 
on ruſhing from his den: or open into vaſt expanſive 
beets of flame, ſublimely waved over the proſtrate 
orld, and fearfully lingering in the frightcd ſkies: 
6 that formerly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes 
luſt and violence; that will ere long {et on fire the 
ements, and co-operate in the eonflagration. of the 
lobe :——he, who kindles your fleſh, and directs you 
ben to ſally, and where to ſtrike ; commiſſions your 
urling bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare; 
u reigned his ſacred perſon to the moſt barbarous 
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and provoking inſults; ſubmitted his beneficent hands 
co the ponderous hammer, and the piercing nail; ye, 
with-kcld not bis heart, his very heart, from the {ah 
of the ex cutioner's pur: and, inſtead of fluſhing con. 
fuſjon on bis outragebous tormentors; inſtead of fi, 
king them dead to the. earth, or plunging them to the 
d&pihs of hell, with his frown; he cried——in his 
* Eft moments, and with his agonizing lips, he cried, 
FATHER FORGIVE. THEM; FOR THEY KNOW Not 
WAI THEY Do !-— Ol what a pattern of paticnce 

& for his fiints! What an otj ct of admiration tor an. 
gels] What a conſtellation or every mild, amiable, and 

| benipn virtue; ſhining in this hour of darkncts, wich 
ineffable ſplendor and beauty *1—Hehce, hence it is 
| bo 3 2 | that 


* 


| 8 2 8 
One can hardly forbear taking notice of the diſingenuous temoer, 
and perverſe taſte of Celſus ; who attempts to turn this muſt diſtne 
guiſhing and ornamental part of our LoRD's lite into ridicule nd 
© Teproach.——— Having ſpoken of ( HKk1sT, as defpitcfully uſd, 
and arrayed in a purple robe; crowned with thorns , and h Iding, 
by way of mock m-jeſty, a ecd inſtead of a ſce; tre, (for be ene 
| into all theſe .ircumſtinces, v hich is very remarkable) , he adds 
_ is, e. un Tp , HAAR Vuy Juv Gy Hemd 21 TH 
—=x % Rune Taving tauloy get, xa Ts vep Coviag et / 74121708 
= alp diu, Orig. contra Celſ. p. 81. i. e. V in the nase if 
= wonder, does he not, on this occ:ſion, at leaſt. aft the God! Why duk 
=, , not deliver i»ſeif from this ſoo king ignominy ; or execute ſome „gal vie 
geanc/ on the authors of ſuch injurious and abuſive inſults, both of Hef 
bis Father ?*=— M by? becauſe he was meckneſs and genilen.ls ir 
f ſelf; whereas your cities were fla ves to their turbulent a: d refeits 
ful paſhoms. Becauſe they we ue little better than ſavages in umen 
5 hape; who too of en mate merit ot ſlaughter, and pri-ed themſcl es 
* in ſpilling blood : but Cy RisT was the Prince of peace, aid came 
| not to Gcltroy mens lives, but to tave. Becauſe ary mad ma en 
—_— cath, or fury from hell, is capable of venting his rage; but » ha, 
EF” amidſt uch unſufferable provocations and batbarities ; who, bag 
| in his own band, the power to reſcue himſelf, the power to ave! ge 
HBimſelf ; could ſubmit to all, with an unruffled ſercu ty of pati ef 
and n t only not be exaſperated, but overcomg in fo tiuum that! 
= manner, evi! with good? None but CHRIS TI none bt CHANT 
= this was compaſſion worthy of a God ; clemency and chailty in 
vine. . 8 | | | 
1 Iherefure, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent obj. cto A 
another place, carries its own contuiation ; or rather falls with 8 
weight of infimy on his dunghill deities ; while it bears a moſt bun 
ö 75 tellimony, to the a:ajcitic and invincible meckneſs of our uw 
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hat we are not trembling under the lightnings of 
mount Sinai; that we are not blaſted by the flames of 


line vengeance; or doomed to dwell with everlaſting 
buroings. = 


Vr frowning win?ry clouds; oceans pendent in the 
Br, and burdening the winds : he, in whoſe hand, you 
Pre an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe appointment, 
in arſenal * of warlike ſtores: he, who opens your 
Luices, and a flood guſhes forth; to deſtroy the fruits of 
the earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes: who 
oulds you into frozen balls, and you are ſhot, linked 
ich death , on the troops of his enemies: HE, in- 
Read of diſcharging the furiouſneſs of his wrath upon 
Whis guilty head, poured out his prayers; poured out 
Sis ſighs ; poured out his very foul, for me, and m 
E:llow-tran{greffors : — that, by virtue of his ineſti- 
able propitiation, the overflowings of divine good- 
ill might be extended to ſinful men; that the 1kies- 
hight pour down righteouincisz and peace on her 
lowny wings, peace with her balmy bleflings, deſcend 

0 dwell on cartn. . „ 


Ye ver nal clouds ; furls of finer air, folds of ſoft- 
Wr moiſture; He, who draws you, in copious exhala- 


ur, — Ty u, ſ:ys he to the Chriſtian, Ta 42a wala ruler noidopary > 
a]1yiac, 6s aulor Js Toy Aioyu9 yn Tov HAN NA TUporta et taoidopys 
46, u 4110 W X h1poy 47 ThrAnagas TO Y» Ty Oo wapovIn x x12 ttyoye 

t ANA, Kd or TA Jenn aviec @w7ror 3 1010, ibid. p. 04. 
e. Tu, indeed, take upon you, to d:ride the images of our deities ; but if Bac 
ws himſelf, or Hercules had been preſent, you would not have dared 10 
[cr ſuch an front; or if you had been ſo preſumpluous, would have ſevere | 
ma ted for your inſolence. Whereas, they who tormented the very perſon _ 
yur Goo, and even extended him with mortal agony on the croſs, ſuffers 
0 (fs of bis diſple:ſure. ITN bes 
Juvenal ſeems to conſider the clouds under this ſame character, 

I Vat beautiful line, | | 


511 : : | . 
ind | Wuicquid babent telorum armamentaria cœli. oe Sat. 1 

| lt is well known, what terrible ſlaughter has been made, by 
1 Wl: nifſive weapons of the Almighty, Joſhi. x. 11. But the moſt 
th! 


adful deſcription of this great oydinunce of the heavens, is in Rer. 
n. There fell upon men a great hail out of beaven ; every ſtone about 


weight of a talents Q | : | 
a tions, 


Py 
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tions, from the briny deep; bids you leave every di. 
taſteful quality behind, and become floating fountains 
of ſweeteſt waters; he, who diſſolves you into gentle 
rain, and diſmilles you in fruitful ſhowers; bo 
kindly commiſſions you, to drop down fatnefs as YOU 
fall, and to icaiter flowers over the field: ne, in the 
unutterable bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without any 
comforting ſenſe of his Almighty Father's prefence; 
had not one drop of that facred conſolation, which, 
on many of his afilicted fervants, has been diſtilled x 
the eveuing-dews, and has“ given fongs in the night! 
of diſtrels : —that, from this unallayed and incons 
tolable anguiſh of our all-gracious Maſter, we, u 
from a well of ſalvation, might derive large dravghy 
of ſpiritual refrcſhment. 


- Tnov grand ethereal bow ; whoſe beautics fluſh 
the firmament, and charm every ſpectator: he who 
paints thee on the fluid fkirts of the ſky; who decks 
thee with all the pride of colours, and bends thee in- 
to that graceful and majeſtic figure; at whoſe com- 
mand, thy vivid ſtreaks ſweetly riſe, or {wiitly fate: 
- He, through all his life, was arrayed in the humble 
garb of poverty: and, at his exit, wore the gorgcous 
garment of contempt : inſomuch, that even his 0s 
familiar friends, aſhamed or afraid to own him, h. 
« as it were their faces from him *:“ to teach 4 
becoming difdain, for the unſubſtantial and trantitory 
glitter of all worldly vanities: to introduce 4, 
robes brighter than the tinges of thy reſplendent arc 
even in the robes of his own moſt immaculate gate 
ouſneſs, to introduce vs, unblameable and uicon 
founded, before that awful throne, which the peace 
ful rainbow jurrounds; ſurrounds, as a pledge 016 
verlaſting fiduelicy, and infinite merty, 


I. li, 3. PD TONE MW DAY Frit targuam aliguis, a fir ff 
que fucien! 0ccuitaiit. He A OH © tlagitious and abe n, i! 
from whon every one, Gildaining tuch a character, and diſclamig 
tuch an acquaintance, Rudiouſty lid bis face, F 
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Ys forms ani tempeſis; that vex the continent, and 

fs the ſeas; that daſh navies on the rocks, and drive 

ſoreſts from their roots: he, who holds the rapid and 

raging hurricane, in ſtreightened reins ; and walks, 

readfully ſerene, on the very wings of the wind: he, 

whoſe breath rouſes you into ſuch reſiſtleſs fury, and 

wiole nod controuls you in your wildeſt career: Hr, 

vent, all meek and gentle, like a lamb to the ſlaugh- 
ter for us ; and, as a ſheep before her ſhearers is 
dumb, fo he opened not his mouth :—thus, are we 
inſtruct ed to bear, with decent magnanimity, the va— 
rious all:ults of adverſity; and to pals, with a beco- 
ming tranquillity of temper, through the ruder blaſts 
of injurious treatment; thus are we delivered from 
the uautterably fiercer ſtorms of incenſed and incxo> +< 
table juſtice z from the“ fire, the brimſtone, and the 
„ horrible tempzit, which {hall be the portion of the 
„ ungodly.” 


- 


Tuou peſtilence; that ſcattereſt ten thouſand poi- 
ſuns from thy baleful wings; tainting the air, and 
infecting the nations: that leaveſt mighty nations de- 
populated, and crouded cities, even great and fair, 
vithout inhabitant :—he, who arms thee with inevi- 
table deſtruction, and ordains thee to march before“ 
bis angry countenance to ſpread deſolation among 
the tents of the wicked, and be the forerunners of far 
more fearful indignation: AE, in his holy humant- 
ty, was arraigned as a criminal; and though inno. 
cence itſelf, yea, the very pattern of perfection, was 
condemned to die, like the moſt execrable milcreant : 

2 nuiſance to ſociety, and the very-bane of the pu- 
blie happineſs, he was hurried away to execution, and 
hammered to the gibbet :—that, by his blood, he 
night prepare a ſovercign medicine, to cure us of a 
more fatal diſtemper, than the peſtilence that walketh 
n darkneſs, or the ſickneſs that deſtroyeth at noon- 
iy: that he might himſelf ſay to our laſt enemy, 


Bere bim went the peſtilence, Hab. ili. 5. 
= 


i 
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2 O death, I will be thy plaguez O grave, vil 
thy deſtruction ET 


HEAT ; whoſe burning influence parches the Ii. 
byan wilds ; tans into ſoot the Ethiopian's complexion, 
and makes every ſpecies of life pant, languiſh, any 
cken: cold, whole icy breath glazes yearly the Nui 
ſeas, often glues the frozen ſailor to the cordage; 
and ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue of rigid i-th; 
HE, Who ſometimes mingles you both, and provucesa 
delightful temperature; fometimes ſuffers you to 20 


King of heaven, and controuler of univerſal nature, 
when dwelling in a tabernacbe of clay, was expoſed tg 
chilling damps, and fmitten by ſultry beams: the ſtars, 
in their midnight-watches, heard him pray; and the 
ſun, in his meridian fervours, ſaw him toil :—hence 
are our frozen hearts diſſolved into a flow of divine 
love; conſcious of a deliverance from thoſe inluf- 
ferable flames, which glow in the infernal prion, 


Tuo ocean ; vaſt world of waters: he, who ſunk 
that capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 
whom all thy foaming billows, and floating moune 
tains, are as a ſmall drop of the bucket : who, by the 
leaſt intimation of his will, {wells thy fluid kingdom), 
in wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or te- 
-duces them, in calm compoſure, to ſlumber on thc 
ſhores : he, who once gave thee a. warrant to ove 
whelm the whole earth, and bury all its degenerate it 
habitants in a watery grave; but has now laid an cet, 
laſting embargo on thy boiſterous waves; and bound 
thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in chains (troops 
er than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable {and 4 
the waves and billows of inexorable vengeance, palld 
over Als tormented body, and afflicted foul : that & 


et il. 14 


Jeparatcly, and rage with intolerable ſeverity: that 


might emerge from thoſe depths of miſery, from (hl 
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J ibyß of guilt, into which we were plunged by Adam's 
all, and more irretrievably ſunk by our own tranſ- 
ereſſions: that, at the laſt, we might be reſtored to 
chat happy world, which is repreſented, in the viſion 
Ef Goo, as having“ no fea *;” to denote its perps- 
taal ability, and undiſturbed ſerenity. ; | 


Ye mountains ; that overlook the clouds, and pro» 
liect a ſhide into diſtant proviaces : everlaſting pyra- 
Ennids of nature, not to be ſhook by conflicting ele- 
ments; not to be torn by the convulſions of earth- 
Eouakes, nor impaired even by the ravages of time: — 
the, who bid your ridges riſe ſo high, and your foun- 
Editions ſtand fo faſt; in whoſe ſcale you are lighter 
Iman duſt; in whole eye you are leſs than nothing: — 
ur ſunk beneath a load of woes; woes inſupportable, 
but not his own; when he took our iniquities, and 
Whcaved the more than mountainous burden from a 
Wuilty world, | 


Te verdant woods ; that crown our hills, and are 
erowned youriclt with leafy honours : ye humble 
Yorubs, adorned in ſpring with opening bloſſoms; and 
bined in ſummer by geatle gales: ye that, in di- 
Want climes, or in cultivated gardens, breathe out 
Wpicy odours, and embalm the air with delightful per- 
unes : —your all-glorious and ever-bleiled Creator's 
dead was encircled with the thorny wreath ; his face 
lelilled with contumelious ſpitting z and his body 
uthed in a bloody tweat : that we might wear the 
rown, the crowa of glory, which fadeth not away; 
nd live for evermore, lurrounded with delights, as 
duch ſurpaſſing yours, as yours exceed the rugged 
klolations of winter. 


Tnov mantling vine; he who hangs, on thy ſlen- 
kr hots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty cluſter; 
bo, under thy unornamented foliage, and amidit 


' Rev, ul. 2, * 8 5 7 | p 
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&- loads you with a lovely burden of delicious fruits; 


| EE. - rous Juices, or regaled with your luſcious pulp; hada 


Fi 
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= harveſts, and calls forth the ſtaff of life from your 


© beſtow your alms on monarchs, and have princes ff 
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the pores of. thy otherwiſe worthleſs bough, prepares 
the liquor the refined and exalted liquor, that cher; 
the nations, and fills the cup of joy: trees, hoſe 
branches are elevated and waving in air; or diffuled, 
in eaſy confinement, along a ſunny. wall: he, why 


whole genial warmtk beautifics their rind, and mel. 
los their taſte:—- HE, when voluntarily ſubject to 
our wants, inſtead of being refreſhed with your gene. 


loathſome potion of vinegar, mingled with gall, ad. 
- __drellzd to his lips: that we might eat of the fruit of 
the Tree of life, which grows in the midſt of the part. 
diſe of GoDd*; and drink new wine with him in his 
Father's kingdom, 


' Ys luxuriant meadows; he who, without the ſeed. 
man's induſtry, repleniſhes your irriguous lap with 
never-failing crops of herbage; who enamels their 
chearful green, with flowers of every hue :—ye fer- 
tile fields ; he, who bleſſes the labours of the huſb:nd- 

man; who enriches your well-tilled plains with waving 

Ffurrows: he who cauſes both meadows and ficlds 

to laugh and ſing, for the abundance of plenty — 
HE was no ſtranger to corroding hunger, and parch. 
ig thirſt; he cat the bitter bread of woe, andf 
had © plenteouſneſs of tears to drink: —that we 
might (partake of richer dainties, thau thoſe which 
are produced by the dew of heaven, and proceed 
from the fatneis of the earth; that we might feed 

„ the hidden manna,” and eat the bread which 

© - giveth life, eternal life unto the world. 

Ye mines; rich in golden ore, or bright with vio: 
of fiiver ; that diſtribute your ſhining trealures, 38 
far as winds can waft the veſſel of commerce; wil 


i 
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our penfioners :—ye beds of gems, toy ſhops of 


olittering” ſtone ; diamonds, that ſparkle with a 
brilliant. water; rubies, that glow with a crimſon 


ſpring z. /apphires, decked with the faireſt drapery of 
the ſky; topaz, emblazed with dazzling yellow; 
amethyſt, impurpled with the bluthes of the morn- 
ing: — he, who tinctures the metallic duſt, and 
conſolidates the lucid drop; HE, when ſojourning on 
earth, had no riches, but the riches of diſintereſted 
benevolence; had no ornament, but the ornament 
of unſpotted purity z poor he was in his circum- 
ſtances, and mean in his accommodations; that WE 
might be rich in grace, and “ obtain falvation with 
eternal glory :? that we might for ever inherit the 
new Jeruſalem, that ſplendid city, whoſe ſtreets are 


h WW paved with pure gold, and the walls garniſhed with 
eit al manner of precious ſtones “. | 

er | ; 

d- YE guſhing feuntains ; that trickle potable ſilver 
ing through the matted graſs: ye fine tranſparent freams, 

dur chat glide in cryſtal waves, along your tringed banks: 


1s WY je deep and ſtately rivers, that wind and wander in 
or courſe, ro ſpread yuur favours wider; that glad- 


jealous nature, which form, in dark retirement, the 


ch. cen kingdoms in your progreis, and augment the. fea 


and vith your iribute She, who ſupplies all your ehr 
we rents, from his own overfluwing and incxhauftible 


nich liberality ; HE, when his nerves were racked Wütffex- 


cel Quilite pain, aud his blood iuflamed by a raging fever, 
iccoWcricd, I THIRsST; and (O! unparallclied hard{hip!) 
aich vas denied, in his great cxtremity, the poor retreſh- 


ment ot a ſingle drop of water: — that we, having 
al ſufficiency in all things, might abound to every 
good work here; and hercaiter, might be filled with 
Wl the fulnels of God, and “ drink of his pleaſures 
was out of a river,” 


YE birds ; cheayſul tenants of the bough, gaily dreſſ- 
. Rev. xi. 19. 2 To | 9 55 * 


ed 


\ 


iN 


flame; emeralds, dipped in the freſheſt verdure of 


'- warmth; to protect and cheriſh the callow brood :— 


; L . idleneſs, that ply, with inceflant aſſiduity, your plea- 


= buds, and with your nice inſerted tubes, probe them 
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ed in gloſſy plumage ; who wake the morn, and fol: 
the groves, with your artleſs lays: ſurpriſing archi. 
tects, who, without rule or line, build your penſil: 
ſtructures with inimitable niceneſs: you have each his 
commodious neſt, roofed with ſhades, and lined with 


but he who tuned your throats to harmony, and 
taught you that curious ſkill; ME was © a man 
«© acquainted with grief,“ and had not where to 
lay his head; had not where to lay his head, till 
he felt the pangs of diſſolution, and was laid in the 
lent grave: that we, dwelling under the wings 
of Omnipotenee, and reſting in the boſom of infinite 
love, might ſpend an harmonious eternity, in“ ſiogiog 
, the ſong of Moſes and of the LAMB.“ 


5 E ES, induſtrious workmen : that ſweep, with 
buſy wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the bloom- 
ing heath; and ſip the mellifluous dews : ſtrangers to 


fing taſk; and ſuffer no opening bluflom to paſs un- 
. "explored, no ſunny gleam to ſlip away unimproved: 
moſt ingenious artificers, that cling to the tragrant 


to the very bottom; drain them of their treaſured 
(ſweets; and extract even the odoriferous ſouls of 
herbs, and plants, and flowers :-—you, when you 
haye completed your work: collected, refined, and 
ſecurely lodged, the ambrotial ſtores; and might rea- 
ſonably expect the peaceful fruition of your acquilt 
tions; you, alas ! are barbarouſfly deſtroyed, and lcave 
"your hoarded delicacies to. others: leave them to be 
enjoyed by your very murderers. I cannot but pity 
your hard deſtiny !| —— How, then, ſhould my bowls 
melt with ſympathy, and eyes flow with tears *; when 
I remember, that thus, thus it fared with your and 


Canſt thou, ungrateful man, his torments ſee, 
Nor drop a fear for HI, who pour'd his ood for thee ! 
| Dt ON Pitt's Poems, OQtave» 


our 
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exemplary and ute ful piety; a life filled with offices of 
| hands, crucified and ſin : he left the honey of his toil, 


to be ſhared among others: to be ſhared even among 


| to open ſhame. 


ſhining, her exquiſitely fine /i/zen thread? Whoſe 
matchleſs manufactures lend an ornament to. gran= 
dur, and make royalty itſelf more magnificent. —Shall 
| I take notice of the cell, in which, when the gaiety and 
| buſineſs of life are over, the little reciuſe immures 
| herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days in re- 
tirement ?—Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, 
which when cloyed with pleaſure, and weary of the 
world, ſhe prepares for her own interment ; or how, 
when a {tated period is elapſed, ſhe awakes from a 
death-like inactivity; breaks the incloſure of her 
tomb; throws off the duiky ſhroud; aſſumes a new 
form; puts on a more ſumptuous array; and from 
an inſect creeping on the ground, becomes a winged in- 
habitant of the air !—— No: this is a poor reptile ; 


toy ISS. EP 


No one, I hope, will be offended at my introducing, on ſuch 


our incarnate Mer After a life of the moſt 
| beneficence, and labours of love; HE was, by wicked 
the balm of his blood; and the riches of his obedience, 


E thoſe who too often crucify him afreſh, and put hia 


Snart I mention the animal that pins her ſoft, her 


ind an oecaſion, creatures of ſo low a rank. Since, even the volumes 
a- of inſpitation ſeem to lend me the ſanttion of their ſa red authori- 


0 ty. As they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed Jesvus to a dior, a 
Un bighway, &c. And perhaps all compari:ons, which reſpect a be- 
-ave ing of infinite dignity, are not only mean, but egually mean and un- 

0 be worthy. es | Da 5 | 
pity Iam ſenſible likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome others, all 
the citcumſtances ar t complctely correſpandent, But, it in ſome 

1s ſtances are not completely pondent, But, if 10 / 
We grand particulars, the reddition anſwers to the deſcription: this, I truſt, 
hen vill be ſoflicient for my purpoſe, and ſatis factory to my readers. 
and Perhaps it would be no miſtaken caution, to apply the tame obſer» 


ud, the thief in the night, Cc. which, if ſ:rupulouly fifted, or ri- 
Prouſly ſtrained, for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, 


o muſt appear to great diſadvantage, and lead into palpable incon- 


FWcacics, 4 
and 


"ation to many of the beautiful ſimilitudes, parables, and allego- 
nes, uſed by our LORD: ſuch as, the brazen ſerpent, the u ſtews 


= 
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and therefore unworthy to ſerve as an illuſtraton, 
when any character of the Son of God coines under 

conſideration. But let me correct myſelf, Was not 
nuts r (to uſe the language of bis own bleſſeꝗ gi. 

rit) a worm, and no man “?“ Did he not alf be. 
queathe the fine linen of his own moſt perfect rigb. 
teouſneſs, to compoſe the marriage-garment 4 for out 
naked fouls Did he not, before his flcth ſaw cor. 
ruption, emerge triumphant from the grave; and 


"Pl. xx11. 6. i | 
+ This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the two volumes, 
refer to the active and paſſive righteonſncl: of CM RIS , emputed to 
i behevers, for their juſtification. Which, in che opinion ef mary 
RW great (xpoſitars, is the myſtical, and the moſt ſublime meaning ct 
the wedding-germent, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended, by 
the teacher ſent from Go, Matth. XXi. 11 A doctrine, which 
ſome of thoſe who honour my meditations with a peruſal, probably 
way not receive with much, if any approbation. I hope the 10% 
performance will not be caſhiered, for, one difference in ſeutiment; 
and I beg, that the ſentiment itfelf may not haſtily be rejc&+d, 
without a ſerious hearing. For I have the pleaſure of beg int. 
mately acquainted with a gentleman of good learning, and diltin- 
guiſhed ſenſe, who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions agi this 
tenet, as can well be imagined. Vet now not only admits it as 2 
truth; but embraces it as the joy of his heart, and cleaves to it a5 
the rock of his hopes. A clear and cogent treatife, intitled, Sun,. 
ion to the righteoufneſs of Go b, was the inſt: ument of removing his 
© rejudices, and reducing him to a better judgment. In which le 
| m been happily confirmed, by the authority of the moſt 10% 
h names, and the works of the moſt eminent pens, that have ever a- 
= - dorned our church and nation, In th's number, arc——B:ſhop 
3 * of our great reformers; and the otter venerable compi. 
ers of our homilies, Arthbiſhop Uher, that oracle of univertal 
learding; Biſhop Hall, the devout and ſprigh ly o:ator of his age; 
the copious and tervent Biſhop H-ptizs ; the ſingularly good 
and unaſfcted Biſhop Beveridge ;j—that everlaſting hunour vt tat 
bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Hales ; — the nervous, bo. 
rid, and perſuaſive Dean Stanhope ; the practical and perſpicuous 
Mr Burkett; and, to ſummon no other evidence, that matcl 26 
genius Milton; who in various parts of his divine poem, is culcates 
this comfortabe truth; and in ode paſſage repreſents it under the vil 
ſame image, made uſe of above, Bock x. I. 2223.———1 had amd 
forgot to mention, that the treatiie intitled Submiſio!, &. Wal 
Written by Mr Benjamin Fus; whoſe book of devotions has ie 
ſcrvedly paſſed th:ough eleven editions; and is truly adoavk 
* For the ſublimity, ſpuituality, and propricty of the ſentimeat 
2s well as for the pathetic turn of expreſſion, with which tc} 8 
clothed, | g 
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mount not the lower firmament only, but aſcend the 


higheſt heavens 3 taking poſſeſſion of thoſe immortal 
manſions, in our name, and as our forerunner ? 


Ys cattle;.that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye 
| þ2a/ts, that range the ample foreſt; ye %, that rove 
through trackleſs paths of the ſea : /beep, clad in gar- 
ments, which, when left by you, are wore by kings; 
ine, who feed on verdure, which tranſmuted in your 
bodies, and ſtrained from your udders, furniſhes a re- 
paſt for queens; lions, roaring after your prey; and 
levial han, taking your paſtime in the great deep; with 
all that climb the hills, or creep the vales; all that 
wing the firmament, or tread the ſoil, or ſwim the 
wave :—he, who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable board; 
who admits you all to be his continual gueſts; and 
ſullers you to want no manner of thing that is good: 
[Hs was deſtitute, afflicted, tormented; endured all that 
vas miſerable and reproachful; in order to exalt a 
degencrate race, who have debaſed themſelves to a 
vel with the beaſts that periſh,” unto feats of moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed honour ; in order to introduce the flaves 


of fin, and heirs of hell, into conſummate and ever- 
ting big. 5 


SuREL y, the contemplation of ſuch a ſubject, and 
the dittant anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt 
turn earth into heaven, and make even inanimate na- 
ture vocal in praiſe. Let it then break forth from e- 
very creature, Let the meaneſt feel the inipiring im- 
pulle; let the greate acknowledge themſelves unable, 
vorthihy to expreis the ſtupendous goodneſs.— Praiſe 
Hin, ye inſeéts that crawl on the ground; who, 
mough high above all height, humbled himſelf to 
(cl in duſt.— Bleat out, ye valleys; let broader 
bog be reſponſive from the hills; ye fore/ls catch, and 
reg retain, the inarticulate hymn; for the great 
dd good Shepherd diſdained not to be born in the ſta- 
be, and, with frequent ſtep, to retire into the deſart. 
birds of the air, walt on your wings, and warble in 
WF potcs, Hs praiſe; who, though LoRD of the 
—_ 5 celeſtial 
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ſhelter, Eommodious as your. neſts. 


ſhade, and howl to HIM your hoarſe applauſe; wig 


lie down, in amicable agreement, with the lamb.— 


ye blooming flowers, to the incarnate myſtery ; who, 
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4 not his mouth. Great feurce of day, addrel 


_ ſheds brighter light, and more exhilarating 7% 


thou earth ; let every creature ſmile z- for by che 47 


— 


celeſtial abodes, while ſojourning on earth, wanted a. 
| | Ye rougher 
world of b7utes, join with the gentle ſongſters of the 


breaks the jaw-bones of the infernal lion; who ſofters 
into mildneſs the ſavage diſpoſition ; and bids the wolf 


Wave, ye ſtately cedars, in ſign. of worſhip, wave 
your branching heads to HIM; who meckly bowed 
his own on the accurſed tree. Breathe balmy incenſe, 


though his name be Wonderfnl, Counſellor, the 
mighty Gop, and the Prince of peace; yet vouch. 
ſafes to be called the Roſe of Sharon, and the Lily of 
the valleys. Pleaſing proſpefts, ſcenes of beauty, 
where niceſt art conſpires with laviſh nature, to form 
a paradiſe below; lay forth all your charms, and in 


all your charms confeſs yourſelves a mere blank; \ 
compared with BIS amilablncſs, who is “ faireſt a WW; 

“% mong ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.”—— nc 
Drop down, ye gentle /howers ; and teſtity, as you fall; Nu 

O!] teſtify of nis grace, which deſcends more co: Wi. 
pioully than the rain, diſtils more fweetly than the Nu 
dew. Let ſighing gales breathe, and murmuriog pe 

_ ®, Tivulets flow; flow in harmonious conſonance ton, 
- Whole Spirit is far more reviving than the cooling Hen 
breeze; who is himſelf the fountain of living waters. Wh 


Le lightnings, blaze to his honour 3 ye thunder!) in: 
ſound üs praiſe; while reverberating clouds return rie 
the roar, and bellowing oceans propagate the tremen- 
dous anthem.—— Muteſt of creatures in filent oratory 
ditplay the triumphs of is meekneſs; who, amid 
the moſt provoking inſults, was dumb, and opened 


thy radiant homage to a far fublimer ſun; write, in 
all thy ample round, with every lucid beam, O with 
Nis Praite ; whoſe word, accompanied with his Spirit, 


through the mind. Shine clear, ye ſhies ; look gifs 


pearanes 


_ 


a 


— — ä EE ASS et EE ATR, 


{ 
| | | 
VEON CREATION... 13:1 
pearance of the Sun of righteouſneſs, peace is made 
wich heaven, and joy come down to dwell on earth. | 
Angels and archangels, let your ſongs be of IEsus, | 
and teach the. heaven of heavens to echo with his N 
honoured name; ye beheld him, with greater tranſ- ? 
ports of admiration, when you attended his agony in 
W the garden, and ſaw him proſtrate on the ground 3 | 
than when you beheld univerſal nature riſing at his | 
call, and ſaw the wonders of creating might: tune, 
tune to loftieſt notes, your gglden harps, and waken 
raptures unknown before, even in the heavenly breaſts ; 
while al/ that has breath ſwells the ſacred concert, 
aud burſts into a boundleis peal of melody. 


CnirtrLy, let man exalt his voice; let man, with 
diſtinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the REDE: MER, For 
man, he was ſtretched on the racking croſs ; for man, 
he was conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre.— However 
Liferent, therefore, in your age, or more different in 
our circumſtances, be unanimous in magnifying a Sa- 
riour, who is no reſpecter of perſons 3 who gave him- 
ſelk a ranſom for ali,—Bend, ye kings, from your 
thrones of ivory and gold, in your robes of im- 

perial purple, fall proſtrate at nis feet; who 

ſorſook a nobler throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious 

enligns of majeſty, that you might reign with Gop 

5. or ever and ever. Children of poverty, meaneſt of 
mortals, (if any can be called poor, who are thus en- 

71! SWriched ; if any can be accounted mean, who are thus 

N- SMennobled) 3 rejoice, greatly rejoice in Gop your Sa- 
Mur; who, choſe to be indigent, choſe to be con- 

tzanedz that you might be intitled to the trea- 

lures, and be numbered with the princes. of heaven, 

cons of affiction, though haraficd with pain, and 

ured to avguiſh, O! change your groans into 
bugs of gratitude; let no complaining voice, no jar- 

"String be heard in the univerſal ſymphony 3 but 
Jury the LA MB even in the fires * ; who himſelf bore 

paater torment than you feel; and has promiſed you 

hare in the joy he inherits; who has made your 

FIC, xxiv. 15, | | 
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9 A DESCANT 
ſufferings ſhort ; and will make your reſt eternal. 
Men of hoarylocks, bending beneath a weight of years 
and tottering on the brink of the grave; let CHRIS he 
your ſupport under all infirmities; lean upon Carr, 
as the Rock of your ſalvation ; let his name, his precious 
name, form the laft accents that quiver on your pale 
expiring lips—and let this be the firſt that liſps on 
your tongues, ye tender infants : remember your Nr. 
DEEMER in your earlieſt moments: devote the choice 
of your hours to the learning of his will, and the chief 
of your ſtrength to the glorifying of his name; who, 
in the perfection of health, and the very prime of | 
manhood, was content to become a motionleſs and 
ghaſtly corpſe ; that you might be girt with the vigour, 
and cloathed with the bloom of immortal youth, 


. Ys ſpirits of juſt men made perfef, who are reles. 
ſed from the burden of the fleth : and freed from all 
the vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves; 
___dclivered from all the dreadful effects of iniquity in 
others: who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ſtrife, 
bor theterritories of diſorder ; but are received into that 
pure, harmonious, holy ſociety, where no ungencrous 
action creates outward irregularity, no ſuſpicious jea- 
louſies breed inward diſaffection; where cvery one 
acts up to his amiable and exalted character; where 
Gop himſelf is pleaſed gracior/ly and immediately to 
-preſide.—Y ou find, not without pleafing aſtoniſhment, 
your hopes improved into actual enjoyment, and your 
faith delightfully ſuperſeded by the beatific viſion: 
you feel all your former ſhyneſs of behaviour, hap 
pPaily loſt in the overflowings of unbounded lov: ; and 
all your little differences of opinion, entirely over. 
whelmed in the tides of invariable truth: blcl>, theres 
tore, with all your enlarged powers, bleſs his infinite. 
larger goodneſs z who, when he had overcome tat 
{* rpneſs of death, opened the gates of paradiſc, opel 
dhe kingdom of heaven, to all generations, and td 
© ry denomination of the faithful. 

mauen of holy converſation, and humble temp*% 
+ et HIM, who loved you, and waſbed yu 'Y 
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our fits in his own blood think of him, on your 
Talent couch; talk of him in every ſocial interview, 


obedience z and add, ſtill continue to add, the mu- 
Ic of a dutiful lite, to all the oblations of a 
E ccateful tongue. Weakeſt of beligvers, who go 
Enourning under a ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting 
wich the cealſeleſs aſſaults of temptation, O] put off 
Jour ſackcloth, and be girded with gladneſs. Bucauſe 
jesus is as merciful to hear, as he is mighty to 
help. Becauſe, he knows your integrity, amidſt all 
pour failings z he is touched with the tendereſt ſym- 
E pathizing concern, for all your diſtreſſes; and he 


your countenances? Why ſhould deiponding fears 
loppreſs your ſouls? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate 
lighs into cheartul hymns: ſince you have his power- 


chor in all tribulations; to be your paſſport into eters, 
pal blefledneſls. 


every one, his voice like a trumpet, and loudly pro- 
claim the REDEEMER. Get ye up, ye ambaffadors of 


d- | 
ne peace, get ye up into the high mountains; and 
re ßpread far and wide the honours of the LAM B, © that 


nt, ſacred roof, to refound with bis fame; aud cvery 
ur kuman heart, to glow with his love. Declare, us far 
n; Wh the force of words will go, declare the ingon— 
ap- eable richneſs, of that a:oning blood; whoſe 


ind crits are commenlurate with the gluiies of che 


er Divinity #, T ell the untul wretch, what pity year:'s 
re- „ = | 2 8 in 
lte A If in this place, and others, T have ſpoken magnifi ently of the 
the * of CHRIST, and Its unknown ctheacy to expiate guilt, 1 

Junk it is no more than is expreticd, in a very celebrated hymn ; 
19% Mitten by one of the pgreatelt wits, who had alio been one of the 


preateſt Lbertines, and atterwards commenced one of the moit re- 
Ratkable penttents in France. A byma, which evcn Mr $ Je con- 
Alles to be a very fue one; which another great critic calls an ni 


at , . » < . 
Wl one; and which a genius ſuperior to them both, recommends as 


Mile ane. (Sce Spetiy Vol. VII No 5313.) 


glory in his excellencies; make your boaſt of his 
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Fives, ever lives, to be your Advocate with the Fa- 
EER. — Why then ſhould uneaſy doubts fadden. 


ſul interceſſion, his ineſtimable merits, to be your an- 


Above all, O ye mini/ters of the 
anfluary ; heralds commiſſioned from above ; lift, 
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* was flain, but is alive for cvermore.” Teach every 
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in IM MAN UEL's bowels; and what the compiſſionys 
High. prieſt has done for his ſoul. Invite the indigent 
to become rieh; intreat the guilty to accept of par. 
don; becauſe, in the crucified JESsUs is fulnels ct 
grace, and all ſuiliciency to fave.-— While, yy, 
placed in conſpicuous ſtations, pour the joyful ſound; 
may I, as I ſteal through the vale of humble li, 
catch the pleaſing accents! For me, the Author of all 
bleNngs became a curſe : for me, his bones were «if. 
located, and his fleſh was torn : he hung, with ſtreau. 
ing veins, and an agoniſing foul, on the cro's, for ne, 
O may I, in my little ſphere, and amidſt the ſcant 
circle of my acquaintance, at leaſt whiſper theſz glad 
tranſporting tidings; whiſper thein from my own Heart, 
that they may farcly reach, and ſweetly penetrate ther, 
But, when men and angels raite the grand hynn; 
when all- worlds, and all beings, add their clective 
acclamations, and unite in harmonious gratitude; 
this full, fervent, and univerſal chorus, will be ſo 1: 
Ferior to the riches of the REDEEMER's grace; ſo di. 
« proporticnate to the magnificence of his glory; that 
it will ſeem but to deba/e the unutterable theme it at- 
tempts to exalt: the loud hallelujah will die away, in 
the ſolemn mental cloquence of proſtrate, rapturous, | 


* 


Flent adoration. 


D goodneſs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe ! 
: And love that paſſeth knowledge !—/Pords are vain; 

Language is loft in wonders fo divine, | | 
« Come then, expreſſive ſilence, muſe his praiſe.” 


The author having acknowledged his crimes to be beyond met 
ſore heinous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking ;: 
ſo provoking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes offer five, a: d priy* 
ers from ſuch lips abominable: compoſes him ſcif to ſubwit, 
without the leaſt repining ſentiment; to ſubmit even with praiis 
and adoration, to the moſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, he ſtands 
in refipned expectation, of being inſtantly ſtruck by the bor ts ot 
vengeance ; but with a turn of thought, equally ſurpriſog 
and ſprightly; with a faith properly founded, and happily firm, adds, 
Yet where! © where ! can even thy thunders fall? 


